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PREFACE. 



-jL he preceding volume having em- 
braced all the more important difeafes 
falling under the immediate province of 
the Pbyjician, there remain only a few 
anomalous matters in his department j 
which having ibme relation to other 
complaints now to be noticed, may be 
fuitably arranged in this part of. , the. 
work. Tbefe will be clafled relatively 
to other matters ; having here a prin- 
cipal regard to the diforders falling un- 
der the province of the Surgeon, with 
others that may be faid to be of a mix- 
ed kind ; but mould be all familiar to 
every Accoucheur. 
. *.v*i. ti. B But 
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ii PREFACE. 

But befidc thofe affections which 
may be precifely termed Difeafes, In- 
fants oftentimes prefent thomfejves to; 
the world under circumftances that call 
for immediate affiflance, beings as it 
were in a kind of intermediate ftate be- 
tween life and politive death, and with 
the appearance fometimes of being ac- 
tually dead ; but may, nevertheless, be 
reanimated by timely and judicious aid, 
fc as to be perfeSlly refcued from any 
peculiar dangers. 

On this account, feme practical di- 
rections, on this head, it is prcfumed, 
may form a fuitable Introdu&ion to this/ 
Volume j as the fubjedt ceuld not, with" 
ftrict propriety, be arranged under the 
head of Children's Difeafes.. 



intro- 
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iNTRODUCTlON. 



APPARENTLY STILL-feORN INFANTS. 



.Having in the Preface touched up- 
on all fuch topics as might be deemed 
neceffary to an IntroduElion to the fub- 
Tequent parts of this' work, the reader 
is reminded, .that the prefent Exordium 
is dedicated to the confederation of the 
ffate of apparently ftill-born children, 
and to point out the moft likely means 
of their animation. And what I have. 
here to offer is the refult of an experi- 
B 2 ence 
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ence that has been attended with more 
fuccefs than might have been expected. 
I have, indeed, both at the Lying- 
in-hofpital,' and elfewhere; 'met with 
many inftances of children born with 
very little," and others without even 
the fmalleft appearance of life, fome of 
whom have remained entirely deftitute 
of any fign of it, for more than a quar- 
ter of an hour, arid yet have been hap- 
pily reftored. I pretend to little or 
no ikill in this bufmefs not generally 
pra&ifed, and can fcarcely guefs to what 
to attribute this fuccefs, unlefs i£ may 
be an unwearied afTidiiity and perfever- 
ance in my attempts, wherifoever there 
are no certain figns of death, till I cori^ 
ceive nothing is 'ptiffibly to be expect- 
ed from them. Arid this has fo bfteri 
fucceede'd, that I have been-temptecj to 
think' its importance may 1 , poffibly, riot 
have been fufficieritly attended to by 
every 
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every practitioner. I reft this pre- 
fumption, not only upon fome fortu- 
nate events where I have had little or 
no previous ground for hope, but where 
other practitioners had, in fome in- 
ftances, abandoned it. A certain fteady 
prefeverance in our attempts to pre- 
ferve life, as long as the leaft hope 
may remain, is, indeed, not only a 
duty we owe to the Public, but one 
fuccefsful attempt is an abundant re- 
compence for many failures ; efpecially, 
as I imagine we mall rarely fail when- 
ever there may be the leaft pofitive 
ground for hope of a favourable iffue. 

As to the Means, they confift only 
of warmth, clyfters, itimulants, and 
efpecially blowing forcibly into the 
trachea. 

The ordinary ftimulants are the 
finoke of lighted brown paper, or to- 
bacco ; juice of onions; friclions with 
Jiot cloths, and brandy ; cold brandy 
B 3 poured 
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poured .00 the thorax, and on the fuuis ' 
umbilic. where it is inferred into the 
belly.; ftriking the nates, and the fiples 
of the feet; iumulating the npfc, and 
pharinx with a feather, (drawing out 
the mucus that may prefent;) with 
every other firnilar mean calculated to 
excite a Ifcrang effort, especially that of 
crying ; to which our attempts more 
particularly tend. On this account, I 
believe, no great benefit is to be ex- 
pected from ftroking. the- blood along 
the funis, or immerfing the placenta in 
warm water ; the fetal life being-ex- 
tinft, the recovery of the child will de- 
pend on the blood.paffing freely through 
the lurigSj which, it cannoj: dp till the 
child is brought to breathe freely and 
forcibly : the continuance of which alfo 
is never fecure, ti)l it begins to cry. 
Tq thefe ends, Ihave depended above a|| 
upon blowing into, the trachea, through 
the. 
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the mouth, which I am Satisfied, may 
be more effectually done by the mduth 
of the afliftant being placed immediately 
upon the child's, than by means of a 
blow-pipe; (although the air is, indeed, 
certainly lefs pure ;) at the lame time, 
preventing, the return of the air before 
it has entered the lungs, by the Angers 
of one hand placed at the angles of the 
mouth, and thole of the other on each 
fide the nofe. But I have ibmetimes 
imagined, that I might attribute much 
of my iuccefe not only to the continu- 
ance of this, but to the manner of do- 
ing it, by attempting to imitate natural 
Beipiration; by forcing out the air I have 
thrown in,; by a ftrong prefiure againft 
the pit of the itomach ; thus blowing 
in, and alternately prelfing out the air, 
lor a long time together, omitting it 
Only now and then* to make ufe of 
feme of the abovemcjitioned means: 
B 4 which 
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which latter, however, can do very lit- 
tle to infure the life of the child, until 
it begins not only togafp, and that with 
fliorter intervals, but alfo to breathe in 
a fomewhat uniform manner. At this 
time, mould the child not be difpofed 
to cry, which is frequently the cafe, I 
think" nothing is fo likely -to fucceed as 
a tobacco, or other very Simulating 
clyfter; or putting a little Scotch- 
fnuif, or other pungent powder, up the 
nofe, which latter if they induce freez- 
ing, will fcon be followed by a ftrong 
cry, and the child be with certainty 
reftored. 

: Amongst other means, that of 
Warmth was recommended- ; to which 
end, the infant mould be entirely co- 
vered with very hot cloths, which mould 
be renewed as fail as they become cool; 
or the body may. be immerfed in a tepid 
bath of fait and water, or milk, and be 
well 
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well rubbed all over: the cord may 
likewife be fuffcred to bleed a little, 
especially if the face or body do not 
fopn acquire the natural colour — but 
this ought feldom to be done, or the 
funis be divided as long as any puliation 
is to be felt in it. 

To thefe means may be added the 
cautious ufe of electricity, which ap- 
pears as likely to be fuccefsful in thefe, 
as In moft other cafes to which it has 
been applied : but I have never been 
in a fituation to make trial of it, or I 
certainly mould, as I once knew a child 
happily recovered by it, after being 
laid out for dead, for near two hours, 
in confequence of a fall from a two- 
pair of flairs window. 

But mould thefe feveral means fails 

as a laffc refource, a very different kind 

of ftimulant may be tried, and inflead 

of laying the infant afide in a warm 

flannel, 
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flannel, it ftwuW bccxpoffed to futtea 
and fevere cold, which I rememhttr 
once to have foccccded after the life of 
the child bad been dofpaircd of. . 

I shall juft add, that, amongft other 
fy-raptunas of forae fuppo&d irrecover- 
able injury a child may have fnftained 
iit the birth, is that of a difcoloured 
and often fetid, or bloody water forc- 
ing out of die noli), after (he lungp have 
been two m three times artificially in- 
flated. Under thefe circamftancci, 
however. I many years ago fucceeded 
hi two or three tnftances fo far as to 
animate children fuffieiently both to 
breathe and to«ry j but they afterwards 
lay in a, moaning ftate for four or fix 
hours, and then expired. To fuocecd 
thus far, indeed, if I am rightly in- 
formed, may prove of importance, where 
the cuurfe of a family eftate may bo 
pending oora living child. I have, how- 



i b-, Google 
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fucceod; .cwiplelely, under the moifc 
UB&KOttrablc circumftartces, and after a 
great quantity of dofeojonani mucus, 
and fomethiiig like meconium, was 
forced up both from, the thnoat andt 
nofe ; and the child, an unufually large 
one, is ftill living. 

It will be prefumed, I dare fay, that 
the above fcrupujous attention is not 
defigned to be inculcated in every in- 
ilance of apparently ftfll-born infants, 
but principally where the (feath of the 
child may, not only not .be certainly af- 
certained, but there has previeufly been 
reafon to expect it would be brought 
alive into the world. — The great im- 
portance, however, of the fubjeft, it is 
hoped, will be a fufficient apology with 
moft readers for the length of thefe 
directions j and as the attempt to re- 
ftorc infants to life has always been a 
moft 
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moft pleafing employment to myfelf, the 
delire of being an occalion of inducing 
others to a perfeverance in the ufe of 
the like means, emboldens me to riffc. 
the cenfure of any who may deem it 
prolix or fuperfluous. 



A TREATISE, 
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TREATISE, 



IN the former volume, confiderable at-t 
tendon -has been paid to cutaneous 
diforders ; either from their being 
found to require direct medical treatment* 
or from their landing in connexion with 
other complaints ftrictly appertaining Co 
the Phy/ician's department. 

There are, rieverthelefs, many affeftions. 
of the fkin of a different kind, which be- 
ing either ufually unconnected with any 
diforder of the fyftem, or elfe forming 
fores on the furface requiring their appro- 
priate topical remedies, fall ftricTJy under 
the province of the Surgeon, and will there- 
fore b'e cbnfidered in this place. 

Or 
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Of the cutaneous affections coinciding 
with one or other of the latter defcrip- 
tions, I (hall for order fake, treat firft of 
fuch as appear on the Head, 

Tinea, or Scald-hbad, 

A. his is'a very tfoublelome complaint, 
and is faid to be often a fcrofulous fymp- 
fom ; but it is certainly more 'commonly 
communicated by contact, and when light- 
ing tin a fcrofulous habit may be more 
difficult of cure. It is, indeed, highly 
Contagious, efpecially amongtt children, 
at fchools, or other places where they mix 
freely together, exchange hats, or othef 
Covering of the' head, with fuch like in- 
(ercourfe ; by which means, it has fome- 
times'been communicated through a whole 
fchoot. ' t hope, however, (6 point out a 
fuccefsrul method of cure, the unplea- 
farttneTs of which has, improperly | 
fltin'k, prevented its being more gene- 
rally adopted. 

From 
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From form confiderable experience, 1 
may venture to fay, that being ufually a 
mere complaint of the ikin, it may be 
mod fticcefsfully treated by topical appli- 
cations. This difcafe is feated in the lit- 
tle glands at the roots of the hair; is 
fpmctimes dry, but at others moift, and 
then produces little ulcers, which being 
thoroughly chanted, and. made to digefr, 
may be lately healed up j as I have found 
in many other affections of the fltin, in 
which the fyflem has; often over-fcrupu* 
foully, been conceived to be .concerned. 

It is not uncommon! 1 know, to ad* 
BtDtAer a variety of internal remedies, 
and perhaps they may fomctimes be re- 
mured, though I think I have feldorn 
given any thing snore than lime-water, o> 
a decoflion of the ■. woods ; and a feist 
purges at the decline of the eruption. 

-If the complains be taken early, before 
k has fpread far over the head, and. whilft 
the fcafeby patehes-atje frlall and diftinct, 
it- may be frequonly cured by an ointment 
made of- equal part* of iulpfaur, flour of 
muf- 
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muftard, and powder of ftaves-acre, mfx- 
cd up with lard or other unctuous fub- 
ftance ; or by the fulphur ointment, with 
a fmall addition of the calx hydrargyri 
alba. And this laft preparation may. very 
fafely be made ufe of, if the patient be 
kept within doors, and the body properly 
open ; as it will be hecelfary to rub in 
only a fmall portion, once or twice a day, 
on the parts immediately affected. But if 
the difeafe mould fpread, or has already 
extended itfelf over a great part of the 
head, the hair muft be fhaved off, and the 
head walhed twice a day with a ftrorig de- 
coction of tobacco j repeating this procefff 
till the fcabs difappear, and thehairgrows 
up from the parts they had occupied- Or, 
inftead of the decoction of tobacco, the 
head may be well. warned with the lotio 
faponacea, with the addition of a fmall 
quantity or the aqua kali puri, and the 
fcabs anointed with the unguent, hydrar- 
gyri nitrati in the place of the fulphur 
ointment and calx of mercury; the for* 
mer being a very powerful, as. wfljll as a 
-|.« ' fafe 
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fafe application; and may? bciifcdiri any 
quantity that may be necef&ry. - 
: !'But the cdrnphtint is fomctimes of long 
Handing before medicaf affiftance is'aflced, 
and ib not only extended over all the head; 
hue the Scabs are. thick; ..and rife high 
above the furface,' returningas often as 
they, may fall off. :l have, however, Tierer 
failed: to cure the con-anon tinea by a me- 
thod perhaps: whllrknown, bat touibidom 
complied with. in .time, on account of its 
appajxntietemy. It coafirhv only in well 
>?ailiing the hfad,,firft.clofe-lhaved, with 
a piece of flannel and.- a'ftrong lather of 
foap-fuds, and then rubbing in.vCry forci* 
hijf the 'coffwon linguer-rum pics* add a 
good quantity of the pulvis dlebor. alb. 
Of other fafe depilatory, for near an hour 
at a time, always ufing it very warm ; and 
covering, the 'head with a .bladder, to pre- 
ferye the- ointment on the part, as -weU^a* 
tp.keep it from flicking to the cap, or* 
otb?r covering, made ufe of. When this* 
has beejn dofte, three or four times, not only, 
Y9/-f «» C the 
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the friiKs, but the hairs will alfeioofon, 
which mufr he pulled out, however un* 
picafkut the 'operation rfiaybf,- as it will, 
indeed, prove a Iciridnefi in the end i but 
mail; be repeated till all the hairs he tabon 
nun after, which new hair wifl rift fiout 
from fcabs, which is a fuffkient indication 
that thr difordcr » effe&oally: removed. 
Some writers wish the iike view advise the 
application of repeated Ibliftets, after the 
head has been ciefe (hawed. r : . 

The following plaftcr ia fbttngly re- 
comnjended by Mr. Thomas.. Mojuson, 
Surgeon in D*blin t as fucceisful in the 
worft cafes. • ■- '-'i ; <i.T,w.-f .'■* 

The head is tobe wctl ; wa(hf*d»7rtl afcrtstd 
and milk poukice applied, if the fcabs are 
very dry j and the plafler afterwards ap- 
plied, {bread, on ftrips of linen, which are 
to fee renewed every dafy. Take of ccimJ 
mon ale, one pound; of the" Abeft fldiifj 
three ounces ; rnyl them intimately, arid 
having fet them over a very brift fire, 
add two Minces of yellow rcfin, ftirring 
• < -' ttrem 
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them conftandy until they mall beper r 
fe&ly incorporated! and take on a fmooth 
gelatinous appearance. 

There is, however, a fpurious kind of 
fcald-head, that is fometimes more diffi- 
cult of cure j but it requires nothing but 
patience in the ufe of one or more of thp 
above remedies, or at ijipft, an. alterative 
plan of the flowers of fulphur, ojr of fonae 
mild mercurial preparation, with the. cotn- 
moil decoction of the woods, .or the Lis- 
bon diet-drink. Or, fhould the difficulty 
confift in getting out die hair entirely, or 
deftroying the difeafed glands at its roots, 
the calx viva may be had recourfe to. in 
que form or other ; and is exceedingly 
preferable to au adheftve pitch-plafter. 
In a few instances, the unguent, hydrargyri 
mitius has a wonderful efficacy. This re- 
medy fhouJd, however, be cautjouflyap- 
plied, and i*ift(-ad of being forcibly ruh- 
bed in, like other topical remedies, fhpaAd 
Jjc only fpread lightly, and very thin «n 
the fcalp : the body fhould at the fame 
fime bpcarefujly kept open.—- fe the fpjiri- 

C 2 OUS 



i b-, Google 



'4/0 Scurfimess of the Head. 

ous tinea particularly, it may be prudent 
to open an iflbe, or fix a feton in the nape 
of the -neck. 



Scubfiness of the Head. 

ijome infants early contract a fcurfinefs 
on the head, which increafes as they grow 
up, becoming likewife very thick* and 
•itching exceedingly. It is more com- 
monly dry, but is fometimes moift, and 
even difcharges a great quantity of a 
very thin fluid. In either cafe, it can 
fcarcely be termed a difeafe, and is only 
worthy of mention with a view to pre- 
venting mifchief, from the application of 
improper remedies; or its degenerating 
into a real complaint, through neglect., 
■ A-Tnongfl the poor, indeed, it often arifes 
■from that fource, and can be removed only 
■it-y proper combing of the head, and other- 
wife keeping it clean. But (hould it arife 
fpontaneoufly, as it fometimes does about 
the .lime of teething, I believe that very 
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little need to be done, nor ought to be, 
further than keeping the head clean, and 
often combing, or brulhing it cautioufly, 
as above directed : at molt, the fcabs may 
be touched, every now and then, with a 
little cream till they begin to loofen, or 
with a drop or two of arquebufade water 
if they are too moift ; at the fame time, 
carefully avoiding takingcold on the part. 
I have, however, fometimes feen a fcur- 
finefs of the head, taking place even during 
the month, attended with an exceffive dis- 
charge of a thin fluid ; which it would be 
alike improper either to repel, or encou- 
rage. A good general application in this 
cafe, though truly anile, is that pf warm- 
ed butter and beer, with which the head 
may be warned twice a day ; and certainly 
not only does no harm, and keeps the 
head clean,* but has appeared to me, in 
fome inftances, to do more to remove the- 
complaint, than anything I have feen ufed* 
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Scabies, or Itch. 

-lL ins difordcr fo commonly known and 
t&fy of treatment, is mentioned chiefly in 
fcrdef that nothing may be over-looked 
relative to the diforders of child-haod. ft 
ft a very eohtagious difeafe, but ufually 
e¥fyof cure, and feldom requires anything 
ttibtt than a free ufe of the unguentum 
falphuris. There is, indeed, a fpurious 
kind, (as of the tinea) which is far lefs, 
or tiften nowife cwitagious, but is more 
difficult of cure than the genuine. Should 
the brimftttne ointment, therefore, iail, 
iulphur mould be administered inwardly* 
and fametimes mercurials ; which may 
likewise be added to the ointment, and 
in a "few weeks, at moft, will not fail of 
tcmttving the" complaint. It is common 
to admihifteV at the lame time feme al- 
terative diet-drink. 



Herpes 
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Hstfpff MlUARtS, wShISGLSS; 

(Ringworm.) 

X h« Herpes railift"s» and the Shingle* 
sue diftinguifhed. by fotf« writers, but f 
Can fee no good reafon for it ; ant) M« 
Ai/ft&Litrs Ssvbrinus, and others, have 
efteerned them to be the lame difofder. 

The Herpes, like the foregoing com* 
plaints, is a difeafe of the fiun, infefting 
fome children almoft annually, and ap- 
pearing m dfy fcurfy blotches, on different 
pacts of the body, and ufually of a circu- 
lar form. It becomes troublefodM chiefly 
from. the vioknt iwhing that attends it* 
and would probably get well *f itfclf : it 
even foroecimes jus the. appearance of be* . 
iag critical, or ia, perhaps, rather an in* 
djcatjoa of foH» iaypurable Change lA 
*#jLeu*dinftrian&, efpaeiaHy in adults^ win) 
we fornetirnes fowl getting the better of 
chroftfcal . conjplaint* at the time the ihin* 
gle> makes its appearance* It is, how> 
i . C 4 ever. 
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ever, often a blemifti, as it frequently at- 
tacks the hands. and face,-and efpecially 
the forehead j and in the , former cafe, is 
fometimes fore. It is amongft the vulgar 
errors, I believe, that when it appears* e?« 
the breaft or lo1ne ) "rf ; i« ! moiird 'extend 
round the -whott* body,- it woali prove 
fetal. This form of the difeafe is termed 
zona herpetica; butif. it Ihould prove 
fatal, the ^ompUint is more likely to be 
the" proper zoha^ or- ighiff faee-r^ which 
very much refeiriblee the etyfipclas vefi- 
eulofum. .:'..■ 

* The herpes rfiifiaris ia'alfdbymany cfff- 
tinguifhed from the- ring-worm, (but per- 
haps Aetdlefsly j) (hff former being alw,ays 
fuppoftdttf arlfevftbm-&rvafFect.ion of the 
fyftem, arid to- be preceded -by ihivering; 
or ficknefe attb*-ftomacfc.<-- -Tbeyare'Ger- 
tainry both very eafily cared, .and profca* 
biy^ottkt alike cBfappeardf themfelvefh 
9Trre Iwrpes yKldftveryOreadiljito ftimok' 
ting and. aftringent remedies".' -Spirit of 
■wine - r faturnine tot ions; with- tile addition 
of vinegar, or white; yuftoIf-ABdioinc;* 
, ■ ■ i +■ - meats 
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ments containing lead, ahfwet very well; 
«r an ointment of. calcined zink and lard : 
but the unguent, hydrarg. nitrati is pre- 
ferable to mod others. The ufe of a flelh- 
-brufti is a good prophylactic! in habits 
a'ccuftoincd to the complaint.— It can be 
only in unhealthy children, that there can 
be any fear in regard to topical' applica- 
tions, or 1 need of internal remedies. 
- Should the mingles fpread and become 
fore, it Humid? be treated 4& directed below. 



HlRPEsExttDlNS, or SERPIGO. 

JL his is a malignant fpecies of the above 
complaint, but is generally local. It is 
mentioned only as having relation to the 
former, being rather a fore than an erup- 
tion, and not very common in children. 
- Suppurative applications may be made 
tefe of in the early ftage of the complaint, 
fuch as ointments of minium, foap, ■ and 
Venice turpentine^ or a fuppurative poul- 
tice, in order «o liberate the dneafed 
i - glands 



i b-, Google 



Of .VsftRuc.as— CuwPfiW.W*' . 

glands on ihe furface, and abfarb- the 
acrid difcbarge, A very good poultice j»f 
this kind may be made of figs, onions, and 
white lily roots, boiled in water to a fbft 
pulp, with, or without the addition of ft 
little brtad and milk. After this, thc.partt 
&ould be wafted with faporiasebus kitidna> 
and laftly, with ftroftg ftriutiom of vitriol* 
Should thefe foil, the ung. hydnrg, ni* 
tmti will be proper; and aa the loft re- 
medy, cauftk application i df which, but* 
ter of antimony is the belt, with which the 
little ulcers may be touched lightly from 
time to time. The patient: may take at 
the fame time of a decoction pf burdock- 
roots, or iarfapariHa. 



Verrucs — Clavi Pedum. . 

JL hose Warts which appear upon the 
fingers, hands, and necks of children* rqajF 
be confidered as a ftnaU inconvenience^ 
pr a trifling deformity, rather than as. * 
difeafo They are feldain painful, except 
they 
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they have been improperly irritated ; and 
have no tendency to proceed to any un- 
favourable event. 

Surgical writers have generally agreed 
in confidering them as the effect of a cer* 
tain morbid ftate of that part of the flcin 
in which they are fituated ; but what that 
peculiar condition of the fkin is, by which 
they are produced, has not been exactly 
afcertained: thtf various accounts of it arfl 
all very problematical j and of thefe, per- 
haps, Mr. Freke's is as ingenious as any. 

The hard, and almoft infenfible wart, 
with a broad bafe, and having a cutical 
covering is the moft common fpeciei. 
This little excrefccnce feldom rifes high 
above the level of the flcin, on the back 
of the hand ; and is often remarkably flat 
and low when it germinates on the inner 
part of the hands or fingers ; and being a 
fpurious production, feldom poncfTes & 
vital energy fufficient to prolong its dura* 
tion beyond a few years. Hence we com- 
monly obferve, that thofe warts whiclp, 
appeared in infancy diiappear impercep- 
tibly 
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tibly after the age of puberty, without the 
aid of external applications. This is fome- 
times the cafe likewife, when warts have 
firft appeared in adult age, more efpecially 
where they have been fmall and felfile. 

The various methods that have been re- 
commended of deftroying warts, maybe 
reduced to the two following claifes. Such 
as intercept the circulation of the blood 
through the fubftance of the wart ; or fe- 
condly, thofe which produce a deftruclive 
inflammation in them. 

ift. Ligatures made of horfe-hair, or 
filk-threads. Whenever thefe can be con- 
veniently applied, they are the leaft dan, 
gerous, and the moll effectual. For it is 
a certain fail:, that warts removed by li- 
gature return lefs frequently, than when 
deftroyed by any other means. 

2dly. Cauftic applications, or the ac- 
tual cautery : or fpirit of fal ammoniac 
with quick-lime : vitriolated copper: ni- 
trated filver: butter of antimony : burning 
jjplphur. 

. When the furface of the wart is de- 
frayed 
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ftroyed by any of thefe applications, the 
hard cruft mull be fcraped off the next 
day, and the medicament be re-applied j 
and this procefs tnuft be repeated daily 
until the excrefcence be deftroyed down 
to its root. 

When a wart is fituated on a joint, or 
on one of the lips, or on the eye-lid, it will 
not be prudent to ufe cauftic applications. 

I have not mentioned the excifion of 
the wart becaufe the -excrefcence is fo very 
liable to fprout again when it has been 
cut through, that this method is advife- 
able only when It is propofed to employ 
cauftic applications to the wounded part. 

Clavi Pedum. 

JL oukg People are lefs fubjecT: to this 
excrefcence than adults; but being, never- 
thelefs, not exempt from it, a curfory no- 
tice of it, at leafr, may not be improper.* 

* The reader may lee a fuller account of the nature 
of Corns, and their treatment, by Mr Carlisle, Me- 
dical Tracts and Observations, vol. vij. 

Corks 
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- Cosm appear always about the feet; 
ufualty the upper part of the toes, and on 
the 'joints t on the under part of the foot 
where the preffure is the greateft ; or un- 
der the aails i and are painful, efpecially if 
prefled much by tight fhoes, or other co- 
Tcring of the feet. They differ alfo in 
other rofpeifta from the wart ; the corn 
having the appearance of an inverted wart, 
the&rface of the former being not unlike 
the inferior part of the latter. 
. Thi Com iceros to be little more than 
hardened fltin, and to be owing merely to 
coropreffion : it u therefore rather a, moN 
bid change of that part than an organized 
excrefcence, and on that account, does 
not endure the rough treatment of the 
wart. It, may, however, be fafely pared 
down from time to time, but not to that 
degree as to be made to bleed, or rendered 
fo.se, efpecially in people advanced in years. 
The common wafer made ufe of for feaU- 
ing letters, moiftened and applied to the 
corn, is both a harmlefs covering and de- 
fence, and has fpmc times appeared toloofen 
this 
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this cicrofeoaoct an*«riocafloB jt t* be 

thrown off; "1 rr- ■ ' ' 






4£*SJ 



ksjpw the above mentioned cRctef- 
ceuces, there. » oac uf a very different 
kind; which though when appearing, •boot 
the neck and face, it partes with many 
people for the common wait, is really a 
fuppuration of the little febaceous glands, 
and appears chiefly about the face, neck 
a^-head, *#%&? ijw&ifid o&ejp,g<ows in 
great nymb^j a^d is tfe ofljy .kkdef 
fteatproa he^e Keafpd*f., Tfeeyre&rteftni, 
moaly infeft youvg fir4tdr«U «sd parti- 
cularly infants whep citing their teeth) 
and will fall. ?£ «*d ajtpsar ag#m &$, 
quen4y r ^luring that; jjarjod-, TJhey dif* 
charge. a &e* or chttffcjftfi imtftar, u 
Other inflanunatory tumour ;of -this daife s 
after which, they heal tip.-ftnd return again, 
like the ftythe, or ftye on theeyc-Hds. . 
Being 
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Being of thi* harkikfs/mMjrc, it is ud» 
neceflary to do more than notice therm 
unlefs it be juft to add, that as a preven- 
tive, the adjacent parts may be well rub- 
bed two or three times a day-; but when 
the tumours are grow** to aeettain fize, 
they ihould be inclofed in a ligature be? 
fore they break, or mould be touched with 
the argentum nitratum immediately afterj 
wards... i ' ■ '"'■ ■ ' - 



OpHT&ALMIA. 

■X he e#« of' ne»i-bpm ihfiirits are very 
apt to be: mflamed during the firft three" 
or four days after "birth, efpec'iaHy in tfte^ 
winter feafon. If it -be owing to tak- 
ing cold; it is probable it has been- either 
immediately after the child Was born, be-*-' 
fore it has been given away to the nurfe, or 
very foon afterwards t and'on'this account; 
a flannel cap becomes a very neceflary part 
of its covering previoufly to its being for-; 
mally drefled. ■ 
v " •'* This 
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This kind of inflammation, however, is 
feldom of much confequcncc; and gene- 
rally difappearing of itfelf, upon merely 
keeping the head warm, or by waihing 
the eyes with a little rofe-water. Should 
the inflammation continue many days, or 
perhaps feem to increafe, three or four 
drops of the aq. lithargyri acetati and a 
grain or two of white vitriol may be ad- 
ded to two ounces of the rofe-water; and 
the infant take a little manna, or rhubarb 
and magnefia, if the bowels Mould not; be 
fufficientlyopen. But there is an inflam- 
mation to which infants are liable, that 
fometimes continues a long while, and 
therefore calls for further attention. I do 
not allude to that rednefs on the. eye* 
known by the name of fogillatiOi which 
will often remain a long time, return, and 
difappear again, without tfielcaft injury to 
the child j nor to the watery eye, which 
will fometimes continue for many months, 
and even for years ; of which notice will 
be taken afterwards. But the affeclion in* 
tended here is accompanied with the true 

vol. ii- D ap- 
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appearances of ophthalmia! attended with 
adifchargeas in the ophthalmia of adults: 
it will fometimes get a little better by 
common means, but feldom. remains fo foi 
many days together, and generally increafca 
at the end of the month.— It often, feema 
connected with the ftate of the bowels, and 
the coming on of a purging will then fre- 
quently cure it. 

' I have nothing out of the common way 
to recommend for it;* nor does jt require 
much to he done,, unlcfs it prove te-r 
dious, 33 it has been faid it fometimes 
does,, in which cafe the parts behind the 
ears fhould be made fore, and be kept fo 
for.fbme time. Previous to this, it is 
often necefiary to apply a bliftcr to the 
back, and a leech to one or both temples; 
to keep the body open, and make ufe of 
the cooling collyrium before recommend- 
ed. If the child be inclined to a frequent 
return of it for years, as I have known 
even very .healthy children, it will fome- 

* For a more full account of the treatment oiojtlahah- 
miaiy fee Surgical TraJls, 3d Edition. 

times 
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times degenerate into what is termed the 
watery eye -, an excellent remedy for which 
is a grain of white vitriol, mixed with fuch 
a fmall portion of any unftuous iiibftance 
as will ■ form it into a liniment, which 
mould be put into the inner angle of the 
eye every night, at going to bed. In fome 
of thefe cafes, however, the ointment of 
nitrated quickfilver has proved a more 
fpeedy remedy, and is a lefs painful ap- 
plication. 

There is, however, a cafe of watery-eye 
attending older children, in which the dis- 
charge is very hot and acrid, and the eye 
atthe fame time inflamed. Thefe affections 
difappear, and recur again (uddenly; with- 
out children having fenfibly taken coldj 
or any other manifeft caufe ; and will con- 
tinue Co doing for a great 1 length of time. 
It is not a common complaint, and as far 
as I have noticed it, has attended only fuch 
children! as have other marks of humour, 
fo called, orfome diforder of the fkin. : 

The complaint has proved very obfti- 

nate; -both in regard to the inflammation, 

D 2 and 
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and watery difcharge, though all the com- 
mon means of cure have been fucceffivcly 
attempted, until the head has been ihaved, 
and an oiled-iilk cap applied over the 
whole fcalp. This never fails to procure 
a great difcharge from the head, and I 
have known ft remove the complaint in 
two or three days, after a long ufe of 
other remedies. 

But there is a far more formidable in- 
flammation, which has of late years been 
called the purulent ophthalmy, diffin- 
guifHedfrotn every other by. the vafttpian- 
tity of thick matter discharged, and great 
fwelling of the lids. 

This is fo dangerous an inflammation as 
tb require the beft advice on its vcrjr firft 
appearance. It now and then appears at 
the birth, but more commonly feizes an 
infant a few days afterwards, without any 
previous complaint; and whenmegleclxd, 
has foretimes not only deftcoyed the fight* 
but diflblyed the eye itfelf, in.lefs than! 
week's time. I have likewlfe feen it ex- 
ceedingly 
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ceedingly violent in children of four or 
five years old, but rarely without fome 
blow, or other accident. 

In this difeafe, every thing that may re- 
move inflammation, and unload the veuels 
of the part, Ihouid foe immediately had re- 
courfe to. The body fhould, therefore, al- 
ways be kept open, and leeches be applied 
to the temples, efpecially in children of 
four or five years of age. In bad cafes at 
this period, ftarifications alfo of the tunics 
conjunctiva, (which generally falls out 
upon their being opened ;) blifters to the 
back, nape of the neck, and behind the 
ears, are often eflentially neceffiyy. It 
Ihouid ever be remembered, chat in ad- 
vanced childhood, the taking away of 
■blood at the beginning is often not to be 
drfpeafed with, nor to be iparingly done. 
The application of one leech to the tem> 
p\e t or neck will have no good effect, 
-though often repeated; two, three, or 
more, according to the ftrength of the 
child Ihouid be put on at a time ; and a 
bjifterto the back foon afterwards; which 
P3 will 
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will often do mote to conquer the inflam- 
mation, than moll other means put to- 
gether, if had recourfe to in time. 

Even in new-born infants, it is expe- 
dient, in many cafes, both to take away 
blood, and to keep up a conftant difcharge 
from behind the ears, which may be done 
by applying, every three or four days, a 
narrow flip of bliftering plafter to thefe 
parts, and afterwards drelling them with 
the ceratum fpennaceti, or other mild 
ointment. The edges of the eye-lids mould 
be kept conftantly greazed throughout the 
day, efpecially in new-born infants, that 
the thick matter may find an eafy efcape. 
At night the ceratum lithargyri acetati 
may be fpread on foft linen, and applied 
to the eye, and oyer it a very foft cold 
poultice made with the aqua lithargyri 
acetata, laid on as lightly as poflible ; that 
by its conftant moifture, the eye-lids may 
always be kept fupple. But if the dif- 
charge fhould feem to be confined, or 
the eye affefted, by the weight of the 
poultice, this application ihould be chang- 
ed 
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ed for foft linen rags, which ihould be fre- 
quently wetted with cold brandy and wa- 
ter, or fome yet more aftringent lotion. • 
Throughout the complaint, aftringen* 
and Simulating applications are to be 
made ufe of, unLefs the complaint be 
very flight, or fenfibly gives way very 
ibonj being not only far preferable to 
other means, but fo neceffary, that ihould 
emollient poultices, and merely cooling 
collyria be depended upon, the event were 
likely to be fatal. What may be the very 
beft remedy, in the worft cafes, it may not 
be very eafy to determine, having for many 
years fucceeded, and in a reafonabJe time, 
by different means. But ever fince I have 
feen Mr. Ware's firft publication on dif- 
eafes of the eyes, I have had fuch frequent, 
and iuccefs&l recourfe to the aqua cam- 
phorata, as recommended by him, that I 
am inclined to give it a general preference 
to other remedies. One dram of the aqua 
camphorata of Bote's difpenfatory, to two 
ounces of water, will be a fufficient ftrcngth 
to begin with. A few drops ihould be in- 
D 4 ftilled 
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■ftilled into the eyes, fevcral times in the 
day, as "well as the lids be frequently 
warned with it. It will fometimes be ne- 
4ftfl«'ty to inje<5t it into the eyes with a 
lyringe, the lids being fo much dwelled, 
4s not to admit Of its entrance by other 

The topical remedies alluded to, in the 
$3aceof the aqua camphorata, are cin£t. 
Opii, and the unguentum hydrargyri ni- 
trati, which fliould be applied every night 
at going to reft; the former being drop- 
ped into the eye after the 'lids have been 
touched with the ointment.* It ii fome- 
'times proper to lower and foften theoint- 
=jnent with a little frefh butter, or ol. 
■arnygdal. and to add a little camphor.-*- 
■In a late inftance, the complaint has been 
speedily removed by the electric aura. 



* This tiijftufe and ointment are ufuatty a very 
fpeedy remedy for the fore-eye induced by the fmall- 
' pox, 'and meafles; as weH asfer-tbe itpfctfaajlay in 
ftrafcteus habits; a complaiii under atgn ft cveryvtfetr 

mode of treatment very tedious of cupe. 

tt 
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Ic has been &id, chat where (his inflam- 
mation, has not been properly treated from 
the beginning, the eye is fometimes ex- 
ceedingly injured by it, (6 that even the 
coats of the eye will burft. At other 
times, the cornea becomes much thick- 
ened, and the pupil more or lefs opakc by 
-means of one or more fpecks which the 
inflammation has -occafioned. It mould 
be remarked however, that we ibmetimet 
meet with an agreeable furpriee at the de- 
cline of mis formidable complaint, and 
find the eye much lefs injured than had 
been fufpecled at the time -we were fir-ft 
-able to get a fight of it. And at others, 
even where the cornea has burft, the 
aqueous humour has been reftored, and 
being confined by the cicatrice, the pa- 
tient has recovered his light. On the 
other hand, the cornea has fometimes been 
fo greatly injured, or the iris contracted* 
that though the eye has not been fum\, 
the flght could not be reftored by any 
means. In other inftances, a long and 
cautious use of efcaxoucs, and (taring off 
the 
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the thickened parts of the cornea, have 
afforded a certain degree of vifion. 



PSOROPHTHALMIA, 



A his complaint is fo much of the na- 
ture of the former, but with more feniible 
affection of the lids, and lefs of the eye 
•itfelf, that I need only to recommend for 
it the ofe of the like applications. In par- 
ticular, flight fcarincations of the lids, in 
fome inftances, and the application of the 
■ting, hydrarg. nitrati, and immediately af- 
terwards inftilling afew drops of laudanum 
into the eye, will ufually veryfoon have a 
good effect j but the cure. is often a work 
of time. 

In fome permanent inflammation, I have 
been inclined to the opinion of the late 
Dr. Hunter and others, who after having 
tried a variety of means, and aflifted in 
confutation with different phyficians, have 
been induced to think, that many of the 
very 
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very ftubborn ophthalmias originate from 
a venereal taint, and can only be fuecefr- 
fully treated by its fpeciflc remedy, in ont 

form or other. Every practitioner will 

■be very careful how he takes up fuch an 
opinion in particular inftances;* however, 
it is right to obferve, that if none of the 
means above recommended fhould pro- 
duce a favourable change in eight or ten 
weeks, I believe nothing but that fpecific 
fpecies of alteratives will have any lafttng 
effect. 

Though it is not my defign to treat on, 
this difeafe, it may not be amifs to ob- 
ferve, that whenever a venereal taint ac- 
tually exifts, it is more fafely treated by 
unction than in any other way ; and in- 



* The Frenct phylkians feem too much inclined to 
regard the purulent ophthalmy in this view, beings 
very common fyroptoro, amongfi others truly venereal, 
in many infants in the Hottl-Dieu, I' Uajpice ds Saipiiritrt, 
Faugirard, and dei Enfans trouvei ; but when this f pedes 
of ophlhalmy appears alone, the cafe Ihould not be 
iiaflily concluded to be venereal, however violent tile 
•nhthalmy may be. 

fants 
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fwirs would probably be, cured much o£- 
teoer than they are, if recourfe were had 
■to it in better time than it commonly is. 
If internal remedies, however, are for any 
reafon preferred, I have found none fo ef- 
ficacious, convenient, and fafe, as the late 
Mr. Ward's white drop.— In a writer be- 
fore quoted, I-find a ftrongrecomihendation 
of the foft pulp of iariapariila reduced to 
a fine .powder, and administered in .the in- 
fant's pap. But having had no experience 
of it myfelf, I can only fay, that where it 
may be found to agree with the ftomach, 
it may have its advantages for new-born 
infants, or perhaps, prove an auxiliary to 
mercury in thofeof a more advanced age. 
In an Appendix given by Mr. Ware to 
his laft account of ophthalmy, he men- 
tions a fpecies he has lately met with in 

" young children, originating from a foul 
ftocof the primae vie. In this kind, no 
topical means will effect a cure without 
admjniftering at the fame time adive 
-purges. He advifes calomel particularly, 

' of which a few grains (hould be taken at 
M 
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bed tirrie.and adofe of jalap iheneyt mctrn- 
ing. This courfe fliould be repeated three 
or four times in quick fucceffion. Tome 
remedies, fuch as the bark and fteel are 
laid to be fometirties ufeful afterwards. 

Alike inflammation he attributes to dif- 
ficult dentition t which neceiTarily calls for 
a thorough, and fometiraes repeated lan- 
cing of the.gums. . 

Leucoma, cr Speck of the Eye. 

Jl his is often a conftjquence of long con- 
tinued ophthalmias, and is mentioned by 
Dr. Armstrong amongfr. the difeafes of 
children, in his fecond edition. He di- 
rects a variety of things for the cure of it; 
Which he fays are afttn efficacious if the 
fpecks have been recently formed, but 
when of long ftanding, he has never feen 
any method faccefsful. I ihall only ob* 
ferve, that in a very great number of cafes, 
a drop or two of the aq. cupri ammon. in* 
ftilledinto the eye-, two or- three times a 
day. 
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day, has removed fuch fpecks, in the 
courfe of a few months, and fometime* 
much fooner, without any other means. 
Should this, fail however, trial may be 
made of a iblution of the hydrargyr. 
muriatus, one grain being put into four 
ounces of water, and the ointment , of ni- 
trated quicksilver be applied in the man- 
ner before recommended ; . and -like the 
other remedies be continued as the dif- 
poiition to inflammation may admit. 



Cataract, arid Gutta Serena. 

xaltbodch thefe diforders are not very 
common in young children, they do, never - 
thelcfs, fometimes occur; and infants have 
even been born with a cataract in one or 
both eyes, or totally deprived of fight by 
the gutta ferena. I mall therefore fpealj 
of thefe two difeafe* together, and the ra- 
ther becaufe fome of the remedies are here 
pCGommodated to both. 
->- In 
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In the former of thefe, it is well known, 
that the pupil appears white or pearl-co- 
loured, inftead of black ; and in the latter 
has but little of an unnatural appearance* 
except that it is larger, and neither dilates 
nor contracts when expofed to different 
degrees of light. 

It would, indeed, ill become a man of 
the leaft character and experience to affect 
to have much to offer in a way of remedy 
for thefe dreadful complaints; Eheokieft 
and beft practitioners never having pre- 
tended to be very often, or by any means 
uniformly fuccefsful in the treatment of 
them. From, what I have known, how- 
ever, they are not to be defpaired of, and 
I fhould think it unpardonable not to 
hold out every occafion of good, or of 
comfort in my power, however little it 
may be, in cafes wherein art has fo gene- 
rally failed— Valeat quantum -valere poteft. 
Where a difpofition to cataract and 
. gutta ferena have been fufpected, I have 
known very confiderable benefit ob- 
tained, and even the fight fully rcftored 
by 
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by an alterative plan of calomel and cicutaj 
or by the long continued ufe of an aro- 
matic vapor with fpirit. ammon. compos.* 
conveyed to the eyes by means of a tube 
properly adapted, and bruftring the eyes. 
and the adjacent parts, feveral times a 
day, with foft and fmooth brumes, which 
are properly conftruftcd by Meffrs, Ajliffe 
and Gee, in Werdtar-ftreet. 

Somewhat agreeable to this idea is the 
plan fince recommended by Mr. Ware in 
his late treattfe on certain diforders of the 
eye ,- and like many other important difco- 
veries, was the effect of accident. Upon 
this he happily improved, having, fuc- 
ceeded in feveral inftaoces of incipient 
cataract when the confequence of external 
injuries, by exciting a tranfient inflamma- 
tion. The application he has employed 
to this end has been ether, either alone* 
or diluted with a third or fourth part of a 
weak folution of hydrarg. murHuug^and 

* Half an ounce of the fpirit with two ounces of wa- 
ter, (hould be kept boiling over a lamp, and be mads 
life of twooi tirec times a tiay , 

fome- 
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fo'mc times mixed with oleum fuccini; 
which has in fome cafes been foon attend- 
ed with a fenfibly good effect, though in 
others not till it has been repeated for 
feveral weeks. The fuccefs attending thefe 
cafes, Mr. Ware adds, encourages him to 
hope for the like where the opaque crys- 
talline is either foft, or fluid; in which 
ftate it ufually is when the diforder is dis- 
covered in infants, either at the time of 
their birth, or fhortly afterwards. 

In the gutta ferena, electricity has Suc- 
ceeded in feveral cafes ; and in one in- 
ftance, a lady whilft under fuch a courfe, 
Suddenly recovered the perfect ufe of her 
eyes, through a blow fhe accidentally re- 
ceived on the face, which produced a co- 
pious hemorrhage from the nofe. In imi- 
tation of this, the like difcharge has been 
artificially procured by wounding the in- 
ternal veffels of the noftrils ; but without 
apparent good effect. Mr. Ware in the 
above mentioned treatife confirms this fa- 
vourable opinion of electricity, and ad- 
duces four inflances of gutta ferena cured 

vol. 11. E by 
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hf it, and af "many by i nfwdicated fauf 
ionspofed of ten grainy of hydrarg, vitrio- 
lic, with about a drachm Of the pulvis afani 
camp, or in place of that, the gty^irrhiaa* 
»r faccharum commune. The. external! 
«fe of the capfieunti has ltkewife lately 
been attended with fuceefs. To this end, 
*rie grain of Cayttmt pepper is to be in- 
fufed is cold water, of which a few drops 
are to be inftilled Into the eyes, three times 
a day. 

- A curious remedy has been lately bad 
■reccairfc to with fome fiiccefs, by Pre/effer 
Aknshinn, of Getiettgttt} and any new 
remedy for fuch a dtfordcrisan acquifi~ 
*ion. This eonfifts only unexciting vertigo 
by placing the patient in a whirling chair, 
with his head at various diftances from the 
centre. Net that the vertigo, k is ob- 
served; is a co-operating caufe, fthougb, 
it is a favourable fign;) but the ftrengtfacn.- 
ingand reftoring tone to the eye, byex* 
ercifing it with vertiginous, or rotatory 
commotions of the .head. Another re- 
medy adviftd by this- author, is the ex* 
hibition 
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JtrbitloH of cawqohor, with, and wifibout, 
brfiadwa ; the former in dofes from two to 
tfix grains, generally, twice a day, and the 
■latter in doles of one or two grains, every 
day. Thefe medicines, however, it is raw 
jmarked, can be produdUve of good anh/ 
an cases of real debility, arifing from want 
«f excitation, or in afthemc ; while on the 
■contrary, in plethoric weaknefs, thcy.muft 
neeeflarily be detrimental to the patienrt, 
and aggravate, rather, than dimisiih, the 
ijrmptoms of the difeade. 

It fhould be obferved, however, chat 
-inhere the bdladsna can be difperifedwith, 
it certainly ought, as it is a medicine nt* 
to be triffled with. The exhibition of 
calomel together with the camphor, to* 
alfo been ufed witi* much fuccefs lately in 
£fim/fn, especially white vnder a cowrie of 
electricity. , 

To thefe brief obfervatwns I have only 
ie add, that a gentleman 0/ -»ear iimf 
years -of age, for whom I had been cop- 
fiiited about three ye»s before; fame fcirrto 
after having been let blood in the abovt 
E 2 men- 
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.mentioned way, and made trial of elec- 
tricity without any apparent advantage; 
recovered from a gotta ferena of near 
two years Handing, under the ufe only of 
a common collyrium : which as I cannot 
conceive to have had any fharc in the cure, 
eonfpirei with a few fimilar inftanccs to 
hold out ground of encouragement to 
other fufferers, fufHcient to prevent de- 
fpair, under this melancholy difeafe. 
- I have little more to fay in relation to 
the cure of the cataract by a furgical opera- 
tion, cither by extraction or depreffion, than 
that neither of them is advifeable for in- 
fants unfortunately born with the difeafe, 
till they have attained to five or fix years 
of age.i — How far readers may at any 
time be difpofed to make trial of the 
means for the diflipation of the cataract 
hinted by Mr. Wars, will, probably, de- 
pend upon fome further information with 
which that attentive practitioner may fa- 
vour the public. In the mean time fur- 
gical' readers will do well to confult the 
above mentioned treatife for fome very ex- 
cellent 
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cellent pratftical obfervations 00 the mode 

of extrac'ting the opaque cryftalhne ; at 
well as the obfervations of Dr. Reim atmj*,* - 
adopted by Dr. Grasmaykr, at Hamburgi 
on the tife of the extrad of the Beiiadom 
diflblved in water, previous to the. opera-; 
tion. A few drops inftilied into the eye* 
foon rendering it paralytic for a ihonD 
time, with great dilatation of the pupil > 
whereby the eye is faid to be rendered? 
very manageable under the band of the. 
operator. 

Hordeolum Steatomatum, -* 

Or the Stithe, or Stye. ' ' "• 

JL he fpecies of ftithe here intended, is 
fbfficiently diftinguiflied by the nofologi- 
cal term. It is a fmall inflamed tumour 
on the edge of the eye-lids, more com- 
moiUy on the fide towards the nofej but 
there are fometimes two or more at a time. 
It rifes fuddenly, as if from a cold, or blaft, 

* Magmint Excycieftdiqsc, 1797. 

£3 and 



j ^Google 



|4 HbUDWHTTU S-hAveuAtxiM. 

and in th* end fuppurawe,- forming matteY 
afa thick, or cheefy confidence* often, 
indeed, not for fever*! week*, or even 
months, but Ibmetimcs much fooner. It 
w occasioned by an ©bftruftion in the 
gtandsof the eye-lids j and the matter be- 
ittg inclcfed in a hard cyfr, the inflamma- 
tion often returns in the ianie fpot, rill the 
cyft .being deflxoyed by repeated fuppura- 
wons, the cavity is afterwards fiMed up, 
aid the complaint diftppean. 

All that is neceflary to prevent the re- 
turns of this temporary blemifti, which 
greatly weaken the eye, is to imitate this 
procefs of nature. To this end, the little 
abfeefs mould be touched, as foon as it 
treats, with the argentum nitratum, cut 
to & point, ' (carefully avoiding doing in- 
jury to" the eye) ;. which by destroying the 
cyft, 'at once reitioves the cdtrtplaint. 
~* 'When, theft ftithes are fmall. Or hang 
dV a. very narrow oafe, they may be ftfely 
4Utb'ff, or tied very tight with a bit ot 
fiT£, and when leparated, touched with 
the cauftic as before mentiaecd.. , 
L~-; \ - Dbaf- 
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x^hildreh are frequently rendered deaf, 
in different degrees, in one or both earSj 
by very flight colds, and at the expiration 
of a few days the hearing icE-urns,,. without 
recourfe to any means. It. is, however, 
fometimes otherwife, and it becomes ne- 
ceifaryiogive a little purging phyfic-j ta 
keep the ears warm; and to confine the; 
child to the houfe : and where thjs doc^ 
not fucceed, the complaint is not a lit^a 
difficult to cure. Should- it arife from in-. 
durated was, it will b? proper to fyringo 
the ears with warm; watery to. wljicjj £iouI4 
be added a tea-Ippoaftl of Iavend«r, ; or 
tyartey-w^ter; and, a few djogsof; warrne4 
oil of almond? may be inftdled into the 
ears at, gjoingto bed. .Jf th.efc little mean* 
fell, ^ajraer hnfiedies.jtbpuld by;madeuie 
of* fuch as ,th^ fplloi^j^, . which J have? 
found very frerjuer^jf fifccef?f)4 t . . 

I^Qfei anjygd.^B 01, Succtyi reftiSiV gjfc xx. Sipir, 
Camphorat. sp. T;iiia. Cafi<""- _2J-Mifce, et'iDliii^ 
gttttat it Vel Yj Calefafl. aiir.'aifeff, ixo&e et mauS. 

■■'■ . E 4 Deafi. 
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Deafnefs, however, is fomctimes owing 
to the want of a due fecretion of wax, and 
is then much more difficult of cure. To 
promote this fecretion, a few drops of the 
foap- liniment, oil of almonds and ether, 
and fuch like warm acouftics ihould be 
tried, and continued for fome time, if 
they fliould not ocxafion much pain ; and 
in all cafes, blifters may be applied be- 
hind the ears. The juice of onions, or a 
clove of garlic, raw, ; or roafted, put into 
the ears, has fometimes reftored the fe- 
cretion, and removed the deafnefs; and 
in many cafes it has been effected by elec- 
tricity. I have, however, lately fallen 
upon a method that has been univerfally 
fuccefsral by very fimple means, confin- 
ing only in adapting an entire covering to 
the ear, made of any adhefive plafter fpread 
upon thin leather, fo as completely to ex- 
clude the external-air. The plafter mould 
be renewed as ■ often as it gets anywife 
loofe, repeating it till the fecretion of 
wax is in fufficicrit quantity; which ftl- 
dom requires more than five or fix weeks. 
But 
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But I am forry to add, that although aurifts 
have found it fo difficult to reftore this 
fecretion, and have therefore conceived, 
deafnefs to be often owing to the want of 
if, 1 have frequently found it nowife re- 
lieved by a return of the fecretion. Pof- 
libly, this may be owing to the caufe of 
deafnefs lying in the auditory nerve, which 
18 frequently the cafe ; and here alfo, 
electricity is particularly adapted, either 
through the 'meatus auditorius externus, 
or the Euftachian tube. Medicated fnuffs 
aifo that invoke gentle fneezing, and dif- 
charges from the head, have fometimci 
been found furprizingly efficacious ; as hath 
likewife fea-bathing. Should thefe dif. 
ferent methods fail, very little is to be 
expected from art. Nature, however, 
fome times effeds the cure ; and children 
after having been deaf for feveral years, 
fuddenly recover their hearing, especially 
females : one fortunate inftance of which 
happened lately. 

Ear. 
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It i> needlefi to fay much on this article.. 
The pain is ufualiy fpafmodic, or if not, 
it i» owing to taking cold in fome part 
about the head, cfpecially the teeth. In 
this cafe, a diaphoretic at going to bed, 
and a dofc of cooling phytic the next, 
morning ; with a clove of garlic pot into 
the ear, or a poultice of oiniont applied 
over it, will remove the pain. If thefe 
fail, a blifter may be applied behind the 
ear. 

.If it arife from fpafm, the pain is often 
exceedingly fevere, and is apt to return 
frequently ; being readily excited t>y every. 
Ifttle cold, cfpecially in fome habits, tor- 
menting young people at time* for feveral 
years. The juice of rue is here - a good, 
rcmodjrj ot if this fail, a little laudanum 
added to the acouftic direded for ejeafeeft, : 
and dropped warm into the ear. 

Tootht- 
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JL just glance at this painful complaint » 
at the former, -which alfo' frequently ac- 
companies it at every age; while fdme 
young children fuffcr by it greatly during, 
or after ftiodding their firft teeth. 

If it be proper to have them drawn, that 
is the well-known, and tnoft certain re- 
medy j but when that operation may be, 
on any account, objected to, palliatives 
will fometimes fucceed ; fuch as a blifter 
behind the ear j a clove of garlic, or a 
few drops of laudanum, rftade warm, and 
inftilled Into It, or a pepper-cotm bruifed, 
put into a tittle linen bag, and wetted in 
hot brandy; pounded ginger and white 
of egfc laid to the cheek % a few drops of 
ol. Caryophil, arortmt. applied on lint to 
tfce hollow tooth, and especially the pafte, 
or plug, contrived byMr.CodKfcAH,<whkh> 
the great good eflefls I have been witnefs 
to, willy I hope, be a fufficient apology* 
for rtientiohing. .,.-•■■ ' 

Cancrum 
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Cancrom Oris. 



JL his is chiefly a complaint of children, 
is often talked of by nurfes, arid is ufually 
as trifling as any. It has, indeed, been 
faid by fome writers to prevail very much 
in England and Ireland, and to be often a 
ferious complaint. Such a diforder, if it 
really be canker, may be treated as under 
the next article ; but the common canker 
k rarely troublefome to cure. 

It fometimes makes its appearance in 
the month, at others, about the time of 
teething ; and frequently at the age of fix 
or feven years, when children are flied- 
ding their firft teeth, and the fecond are 
making their way through the gums ; which 
are covered with little foul fores, extend, 
ing fometimes to the infide of the lips and 
cheeks. It fcldom requires more atten- 
tion than was mentioned under the article 
of dentitionj any mild aftringent appli- 
cation, and keeping the body open, ufu- 
ally 
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ally effffting a cure ; or if it does not, and 
the complaint makes its appearance at the 
time of teething, it will generally .go away 
as foon as the teeth are come through. 

The. worft fpecies of this complaint that 
X have happened to fee, has been during 
the fecond period of dentition, when a 
child has been wedding a number of teeth 
together, leaving the rotten flumps be- 
hind, which have been neglected to be 
drawn out. The whole gums will then 
fometimesbe fpongy, or difiblvc into foul, 
fpreading ulcers, and fmall apertures will 
be formed, communicating from one part 
to another, accompanied with an oozing 
of a fetid, and fometimes purulent dif- 
charge. 

If the flumps of the decayed teeth can, 
in this cafe, be eaiily got at, they ought 
to be extracted ; after which, fome fuch 
application as the following will foon 
brace the loofe gums, and heal up the 
ulcers. 

ft. BoL 
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ift. Bfll. Annan.' 

Gum. Myrrhic 

Cort. Feruv. pulv. 

Crcmor. Tartari ii $i. 

Mel. Rofscq. f. raifce,fr. Fafta. 
ft. Aq. Calcic $,v§. ' 

"Tinfl. Myrrhaj, 

Mel. Rofe ia g ffi. ft. Miftura. 

Hie gums fhould be touched feveral 
times in the day, efpedally after meals, 
and at going to bed. with the above pafte, 
and the mouth wafted occafionaily with 
the mixture. 

If no considerable change for the better 
jboukl take place, in a week or ten days, 
a. drachm of ahim may bef ubftituted in the 
place of one of the drying powders, and 
inftead of the above mixture, one acidu- 
lated with as imteh of the muriatic acid 
as the parts, will endure, occafionaily made 
fironger, till focne amendment be per- 
ceived: ; ibcbelly being, in. the mean time, 
kept properly open. If internal remedies 
be thought neceffary, Peruvian bark, far- 
faparjMa, and mineral acids will be the 
pro- 
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properdt ; and the child may fee kept or 
a diet of milk and vegetables. 



Gangrenous Erosion of the Cheeks. 

■A. his complaint has fonie rafcrablaace 
to the canker, though it is much more 
dangerous, and is not a mere local difeafc. 
I havefeen no clear account of it.in anjr 
late writer but Mr. Dease of Dublin, who 
feesns to have met with she .diforder pretty 
frequently, and defcribes it very accu- 
rately m his tract on the djfeafiw of Lywg- 
in- IVwtun, &c. ; to which I am very much 
indebted on this ©ccafion. Mr. Huhiock, 
indeed, in his treat ifc on dentition, printed 
in 1747, mentions a complaint that feema 
to be of this kind, though be does not 
appear to be well acquainted with it. 

It umally attacks Children from two, to 
fix or eight years of age, efpecially the 
unhealthy, and fucfe as have been fijbjecT: 
to worms. The whole body often feel* 
- : cold 
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cold on the approach of the difeafe ; after 
which a black fpot appears on one of the 
cheeks or lips and fpreads faft ; but with- 
out any marks of inflammation, Often- 
times the whole fide of the face is eaten 
away, together with the lip, fo that the 
bare jaw-bone and infide of the mouth 
appear. In the end, the entire lower-jaw 
fells down on. the breaft, and the Whole 
fide of the face is difiblved into a putrid 
niafs ; a colliquative diarrhoea taking place 
from the offenfive matter that is continu- 
ally (wallowed, efpecially by very young 
children. 

In the Cure, internal as well as exter- 
nal remedies are required; .and only fuch 
as correct, putrefcency, and fupport the 
ftrcngth* feem to be of. .any ufe. A few 
drops of the acidum muriatic, therefore, 
taken inwardly, in the infu.f. rofae, or in 
the child's drink; the faline draught in 
efferveflence ; and in the end, the bark, 
in dofes fuited to the age, with good 
broths, jellies and wine, are the proper 
remedies. The parts mould be wafted, 
and 
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■ and likewife injc&ed with muriatic acid 
in chamomile, or fage.tea, and afterwards 
dreffed with the acid mixed with honey of 
rofes, and over all a carrot poultice. The 
child mould in the mean time be gently- 
purged with magnefia or rhubarb, to carry 
down the putrid matters it may have fwal- 
lowed.. By this treatment, Mr. Deasf, in- 
forms us, he has recovered every patient 
except one, fince he had recourfe to this 
plan, which the world is much indebted 
to him for making public ; though fortu- 
nately this complaint does not appear to 
be, by any means, a common one. 



Induration of tbe Breasts. 

At would be improper to pafs over the 
flighteft affection that has on any occafion 
exceedingly alarmed parents, and fome- 
times perplexed the younger part of the 
profeflion. Of this kind are affections of 
the breafts in female children, previoufly 
vol. 11. F to, 
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to, or about the time of their beginning 
to enlarge. At this period, they fome- 
times become very painful, and upon ex- 
amination, a haidncfs and f welling are dis- 
covered, and in fome inftanccs, fharp points 
may be felt, which arc very painful when 
preffed. The hardnefs is deep feared, 
around and behind the nipple, and is 
fometimes loefe, at others fomewhat fixed, 
and attended with fevere lancinating pains, 
which have given rife- to difagreeablefuf- 
pkions in regard to the probable nature 
of the complaint; and would, indeed, at a 
more advanced age chin* ferious attention. 
When happening in families addicted to 
fcrofula, that diforder is naturally fuf- 
pected, and fometimes a morbid fchirrhus 
has been feared. In fome inftances, only 
one of the breads is affected, and after 
fonae months, the other, or fometimes botK 
■early at the fame tine. 

A variety of alterative medicines, aided 
by topical applications, have been ad- 
miniftered in different inftances, and con- 
tinued for ftveral months. Tbefe have 
fiime- 
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fomctirhes taken away the pain, reduced 
the tumour, and diminished the hardnefsj 
but have, in no inffance, entirely removed 
the complaint. -Yet no evil confequence, 
in any inftarice under my eye has ever 
enfued, in patients at the above mentioned 
age ; nor have 1 heard of any from other 
practitioners, though it has fometimesbcen 
ferioufly apprehended. 

The refult of the whole has fhewn, that 
the remote caufe of the complaint has 
originated in an irritability of habit, in 
connexion with that diftention of the parts, 
which at a certain age, nature always pro- 
motes. 

The defign of this chapter being to hold 
forth encouragement, from the probable 
harmlefs nature of the complaint, jt were 
needlefs to point out the means, that on 
different occafions, have been, fometimes 
unneceffarily, employed. I fhall remark 
only, that keeping the body open and 
coot, with every other attention to the 
general health, mult in every inftance be 
proper. 

F 2 Abscess 



i by Google 



68 Abscess in the Hypochondrium. 



Abscess ** the Hypochondrium. 

Children though Icfs liable to this dis- 
order than adult perfons, are fometimes 
attacked by it at an early age. It com- 
monly arifes from falls, or blows received 
on the part, or from lying on the grafs, 
and other fimilar occafions of a cold in 
the bowels. It is always attended, and 
fometimes preceded by alvine complaints, 
and not unfrequently by "the true cholera. 
In either cafe, there is always a pretty 
early appearance of tumour near, or upon 
the regio pubis, accompanied with great 
iendernefs and pain, efpecially to the touch. 
The intentions of Cuke are directed to 
the pain, fever, and ftate of the bowels. 
To thefe ends, the antiphlogiftic plan is, 
to be purfued, in order, if poflible, to pre- 
vent fuppuration. Therefore, foft opening 
medicines are required, fuch as caftor-oil, 
infufion of fenna with oil of almonds and 
manna, and fuch like ; with frequent cly f- 
ters. 
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ters, and afterwards opiates, and faline 
draughts, as the degree of pain and fever 
may demand. The part affected mould 
be fomented externally with the decoct, 
papav. ajbi, leeches mould be applied 
once or more, and afterwards a blifter, if 
no relief be obtained, and the external 
tumour be not in the mean time increafed. 
But if the parfs become more fwpllen, a 
large bread and milk poultice mould be 
applied, and changed two or three time? 
every twenty-four hours ; and the matter 
let out as foon as may be. The fuppura- 
tion being between the mufcles and the 
peritoneum, there will not be much dis- 
colouration of the ikin, as is the cafe 
when matter is formed in the cellular, ot 
ad>pofe membrane, above the mufcles. 
Such a change therefore, muff not be 
waited for ; but an opening made as foon 
as any fluctuation can be perceived, left 
the matter fliould make its' way into the 
abdomen, or produce Houghs and a foul 
ulcer. After the matter is let out, no 
other application is ufually required than 
F3 the 
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Che fame kind of foft poultice. The 
bowels muft likewife be kept open by the 
gentle laxatives before mentioned, and 
the diet be very light, and of eafy digef- 
tion; which fiiould be continued for 
fometirae. 



Psoas, or Lumbar Abscess. 

J? REQjEKTty as this diforder takes place 
in adults, it is as often met with in 
younger fubjeets, and even fuch as are 
only four or five years of age j and muft 
therefore be ranked among the difeafes 
of childhood. 

It is a true chronic inflammation, aid 
like the laft mentioned complaint, is often 
oecafioned by bruifes, ftrains, or lying on 
damp ground ; and is not uncommonly 
connected with a fcrofulous taint of the 
habit. The inflammatory fymptoms be- 
ing rarely fevcrc, fuppuration takes place 
(lowly, and many months elapfe before 
the 
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the matter can be felt externally ; which 
foinetimes points high up about the loins, 
hip, or groin, and at others, above the 
middle and on the infide of the thigh: 
in the moft benign, the abfcefe frequently 
burfte in the groin. It is, in any cafe, a 
very dreadful difeafe, and is noticed here, 
for die fake of pointing out to young 
practitioners the firft fymptoms of this 
infidioue complaint, and marking the 
outlines of a practice which has proved 
the ofteneft fuccefaful. 

A flight lamenefs and (hortening of one 
of the legs, is, ufually, the firft fymptom. 
In a little time, the thigh is obferved to 
be bent forward and upwards, which gives 
an appearance of depreffion to the glut-xi 
mufcles. But its moft characleriftic mark, 
in its early ftage, is a fenfetion of weak- 
ness in the loins, with a tendernefs about 
the origin of the pfoas mufcle, manifeft 
upon a careful examination of the parts. 

The firft indication is to procure a re- 
solution, if poflible, upon, the approach 
pf ihefc firft fymptoms, and before thofe 
F» of 
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of a he&ical nature fupervene ; but un- 
fortunately, they are too often over-look- 
ed, or miftaken in the beginning. 

With a view to a refolution of the in- 
flammation, recourfe fhould be had to 
bleeding by leeches, and cupping; by 
blifters, iflues and fetons ; by emetics; 
purging with calomel ; by the warm bath j 
a fupine pofture, and low diet ; and fome- 
times, a cauftic, or quicklime mired with 
honey, applied near the lumbar vertebrae; 
but above all, as lately recommended, 
by electricity: a ftimulus, which in all 
affections of the joints, previous to the 
formation of pus, is, perhaps, the moft 
fuccefsful. 

Should thcfe means fail, or advice be 
fought for too late to expect any thing 
from them, of no lefs confequence is the 
treatment, after the matter is formed ; 
which mould be evacuated, by an arti- 
ficial opening, as early as poflible, and by 
a very fmall aperture. If the abfcefs be 
large, one or more fetons may be em- 
ployed, in order to prevent the matter 
being 
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being too fuddenly evacuated, as well as 
to keep up a beneficial ftimulus, to in- 
duce the cavity to fill up. By thefe 
means, (which contain confiderabte im- 
provement upon the ancient practice,) 
feveral very unpromifing cafes have been 
recovered j but it would be unjuft not to 
notice, that a more irpportant improve- 
ment has been made by Mr. Abernetht, 
which is peculiarly adapted to very large 
collections of matter, and feems likely to 
render this difeafe, for ages ufually fatal, 
far lefs untraceable. 

The principal circumftance in this plan, 
is the making a fmall opening in fuch a 
manner and oblique direction, as to be 
capable of being clofed again after hav- 
ing given vent to the prefent collection 
of pus j and repeating the little opera- 
tion at fuch intervals, and as often as 
fhall be neceffary. But for further infor- 
mation the reader is referred to the trait 
itfelf : it being both betide my purpofe 
to enlarge, and would be unjuft to add 
any 
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any thing that might induce him to over- 
look the accurate account with which 
Mr. Abbrnethy has favoured the public. 

Nevertheless, as it is certainly the 
duty of every writer to offer what he ac- 
counts the beft information * it becomes 
me to obferve, that Mr. Abernetht'i 
reafons for emptying the cyft both at 
firft, and on every fubfequent opening, 
are, at lead, controvertible. It has been 
thought by others to be an improvement 
to let out only a part of the matter in 
very large collections of it. And I have 
myfelf known fome, and heard upon 
good authority, of other cafes, in which 
the latter method feems to have the pre- 
ference ; none of the evils from the dif- 
tention of the cyft, which Mr. Abernsthy 
fufpected, having taken place. 

Mr. Abbrnethy, however, as it appear* 
from a more recent publication, retaini 
his opinion, as the refult of experience, 
and is now not anxious about the obli- 
quity of the aperture. He, neverthelefs, 
clofes 
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clofes ic carefully, and affifts its heal- 
ing, and makes a frefh puncture as often as 
the abfcefs fhall fill to a certain degree. 

This fentiment is fubmitted to the 
public upon Mr. Abernbthy's authority, 
having had no reafon myfelf for altering 
my opinion ; the only cafe I have feen 
fince my former edition, in which the 
whole of the matter was evacuated, did 
not fucceed. 

Mr. Abernzthy is further of opinion, 
that opium adminiftered at regular in- 
tervals, and in dofes Tutted to the occa- 
sion, has been very ufeful in mitigating 
the pain and irritability of the abfcefs, 
and in confequence, the correfponding 
hc&ic fever. ' 

Whin the abfcefs has been fome time x 
opened, the diet mould be changed for 
one more cordial and nourifhing, and the 
bark, fteel, or vitriol be adminiftered; 
and the patient enjoy a pure air, and lake 
fuch gentle exercife as his iituation will 
admit of without an increafe of pain. 

I HAVI 
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I have only to add, under the famftion 
of a folitary cafe yet pending, that nature 
will endeavour to relieve herfelf, even in 
this dreadful difeafe, by abforbing the 
pus, very many months after a large 
quantity has been formed, In this 111 - 
ftance, wherein a lady was long confined 
to the houfe, and chiefly to her' bed, 
through extreme weaknefs, and the weight 
of the limb; the fize of the tumour is 
very confiderably diminiflied, the appetite 
greatly returned, and the ufe of the limb {a 
reftored, that ihe is able to walk abroad, 
and partake of the ordinary comforts of 
convalefcents who are yet-in a weak Hate. 



Morbus Coxaris. 

xa-very fimilar, and equally dangerous 
difeafe with the above, is the Morbus 
Coxaris, or abfeefs of the hip-joint; a 
complaint differing only in the prerife 
feat ofthe difeafe. The fwelling and pain 
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are here, indeed, more eircumfcribed, and 
the abfcefs always gives way near the re- 
gion of the joint. The preceding fymp- 
toms and treatment, however, much re- 
semble thofe above mentioned. But the 
equivocal nature of the firft appearances, 
and the difficulty of afcertaining the pro- 
bable degree of fubfequent injury, are 
fuch as will not allow of a difcuflion in 
detail in a work of this fort. 

I shall obferve, however, that a degree 
of lamenefs is frequently the firft thing 
noticed; and a ihort time afterwards, both 
the thigh and the calf of the leg become 
feniibly leflened. The patient alio doth 
not ftand equally on both legs, and the 
affeded one projects outwards from the 
body ; and in the end the thigh becomes 
ihortened. It is generally attended with 
a fevere pain in the knee, and very early 
an uneafincfs in moving the head of the 
thigh bone in its focket. It occurs from 
infancy to manhood, and often derives its 
origin from trifling accidents. It is fre- 
quently at its firft appearance miftaken for 
other 
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other diforders; accordingly, the pafeV 
nefs, languor, and Hfllefnefs that follow 
the firft fymptoms are often attributed to 
worms, and the tumour itfelf confidercd 
fimply as fcrofulous; whence an erroneou* 
practice is frequently adopted. It is, more- 
over, mrftaken for rheumatifm and fciatic* 
in adults, and in children, for indolence 
and trivial accidents. 

On the head of treatment, I (hall only 
obferve, that in a view to procuring a re- 
forution, which is the firft intention, the 
means can differ but little from thofe 
prefcribed for the foregoing complaint { 
and we have the authority of the lat* 
Mr. Pott* for expecting eonfiderabl« 
benefit from ifliies or fetons, applied in 
the manner directed for the palfy of the 
lower extremities. Should an abrfcefs, 
neverthelefs, be formed, ks after treat, 
ment mult vary considerably according to 
the degree of injury of the joint, and ad- 
jacent parts. Nothing, however^ will 

* See AJhat tueomt of Air tiff, by Mr. Earls. 

con- 
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contribute more to the cure, than long 
and Arid reft of the limb.* 



Abscks wder the Fascia of the Thigh. 

A he nature of this depofit is fo much 
of a kind with the two preceding ones, 
as well as fo much lefs dangerous, that it 
would be needtefs in this work, to do 
much more than mention it in its place. 

Mr. Abernsthy is of opinion that the 
whole of the matter ihould in this cafe 
sHb be evacuated, and by a larger open- 
ing than for the lumbar abfcefs; and does 
not, therefore, advife a reunion of the lips 
of the orifice. I have, however, feen the 
method which I have noticed as fucccfs- 
fbl in the former, equally fo in this ab- 
fcefij and from the refult in one very 
bad cafe, am difpofed to think, there may 
be confidcraWe advantages in clofing the 

* For a fulf account of thefe abfcefTes, readers are 
referred to a Twatifc by M*. E. Foa o. 

aperture, 
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aperture, and making frefh punctures as 
the matter frail colled. 



White Swelling of the Joints. 

X shall be equally brief alfo on this 
article, the difcafe being well known to 
every furgeon; and my intention in nam- 
ing it being only to mention, from experi- 
ence, a few remedies that have been 
found fuccefsful in young fubjects, if 
bad recourfe to in good time, and before 
matter has been formed. Such are, the 
repeated application of eight or more 
leeches, and afterwards fmall blifters to 
the joint ; gentle frictions of the part ; 
two or three vomits a week ; with entire 
reft of the limb; and in the end, fea- 
bathing, efpecially if the patient be of a 
fcrofulous habit. It has been faid, that 
a poultice of boiled turnips, with a lump 
of hogs-lard, applied twice a day, has, in 
feveral incipient cafes entirely removed 
the complaint. And in a few instances 
that 
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that I have known, electricity has had an 
immediate, and wonderfully good effect;! 
even where the joint has been confider-* 
ably enlarged, the pain very great, and 
the child incapable of ftraighteniag the 
limb. 



Paralysis of the Lower Extremities with 
Curvature of the Spin*. 

Jl his complaint has been of late yean 
fo thoroughly announced, that it mould 
feem unneceuaiy for molt readers to enter 
into a minute detail of it after the accu- 
rate defcription given by the late Mr. 
Pott, whofe early account and judicious* 
treatment of this dreadful difeafe has 
added luftre to the reputation acquired by 
his former publications. Some late ob- 
fervations have, indeed. Teemed to detract 
both from his merit,' and expected fuc- 
cefs;'I can, neverthelefi, from my own 
experience vouch for the great utility of 
the plan in this morbid deformity. 
<v«i. ii. G It 
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i&t'villhe irocper, howler, carefully to 
djftinguhh it from die fimple. curvature 
of dutifpine, in which * greater number 
of «ertebw is /concerned, and the tegs 
art: ii«c -pomliarly affected j as shell *A 
from a complaint prefently to be noticed,; 
under the name of debility of the lower 
extremities, in which there is no imnifeft 
change, of .figure in the fpitie. 

The Pally, of the lower extremities is 
certainly confined to no age, and being at 
6$ jvery ; frequently miftafcen in young 
cj$d«n fqr ithe trifling .effect of foroe 
fell of itrain, is. infilled to peculiar notice 
jn.thjs.jWpr.fc. iJiin^ve never met witJv.i^ 
jadeed^ where it ;haa not beenprec,ede4 
by. fpme fall pr violent /ex^tjwi, though 
as Mr. Pott baa pbferved, fuch fuppofe<i 
accidents are feldom much noticed pre-r 
y^aj»;the4e>i|ijy taking pjacej though, 
if is, jfldecd,, prjobabj*, t^re^may-be^pnifl 
pjwdifpo^ijg cau^i;, without which, nq 
c^ippflL ftraj? would ioduce .Jb much, 
Wtob\&. #*$»)* co^W^i <*pofcd tq 
accidents,.; . f ; .- :V , . 

i- "'" O '•' .1. 2fc» 
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The Curvature is generally in the neck 
or back, though fometimes in the upper 
part .of the loins, and varies in extent And 
degree according to the number of the 
vertebras that may be affected. The firft 
fymptom noticed by children of an age , 
capable of expreffing their feelings, is an 
increafed fenfibility, and irregular twitch- 
ings in the mufcles of the thighs. This 
ia fucceeded by a diflike to motion, efpc- 
ciaily to moving briikly % the patient on - 
fach pccafions finding himfelf likely to 
fall, his legs getting entangled through 
their weaknefs, .and a dUpofition to crof* 
each other, in his attempts to ftep for- 
ward. Soon after this, he perceives himr- 
lelf unable to ftand Upright long together, 
and that the legs and thighs have loft 
much of their natural fenfibiiity. Mat- 
ters feldom continue tong in this itate, 
and the wea&nete tncreafing, patients lofe 
more and more the ufe of both the lower 
extremities, till fome ane unable to move 
them at all even in bed] and thefe ad- 
vances of the di&afcare Cud tp be more 
G 3 rapid 
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rapid in adults than in infants. In the 
latter, I have particularly remarked that 
rigidity of the ankle* noticed by Mr. 
Pott, by which the toes are pointed 
downwards, fo that the heels cannot be 
brought to touch the ground. 
■ As my intention is only briefly to point 
out the difeafe, and the propcreft means 
of relief, it is not of importance to enter 
into a further detail of the progrefs of 
this diforder, and of other complaints 
which are induced by it whenever the 
original difeafe has been long negle&cd. 

The obvious Remedy is that firft hap- 
pily fuggefted by Mr. Pott, and is no- 
thing more than a large MTue or feton 
placed on each fide the curve, at fuch a 
diftance as may prevent their burfting 
into" one. Where the curvature com- 
prehends three or more vertebras, the 
feton may be preferable to an iffue, but 
if the latter be on any account elected, 
I fhould advife its being made by the 
knife rather than, a cauftic; not only as 
being lefs painful, but alfo for the very 
effect 
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effect Mr. Pott has difapprovcd of, I 
mean, the confequent inflammation be- 
fore there has been time for fuppuration 
to take place. It may, indeed, bedoub ted, 
whether the benefit derived from the ifluc 
may not arife rather from the inflamma- 
tion and ftimulus produced on the fur- 
face, than from the difcharge; to which, 
neverthelefs, Mr. Pott folely attributes 
the cure.* In a recent cafe, however, 
and 

* It hat been a common idea, that the difcharge 
furnimed by an ulcerated furface is the fource of all the 
benefit that may be derived from abfcelTes, unlefa 
Miflered furfaces be an exception ; in regard to which, 
phvficians have ufually considered the ftimulus pro- 
duced by the cantharides a* the chief mean of benefit, 
efpecially in cafes of great local pain and inflamma- 
tion. It is, indeed, matter of fome furprize, that 
thinking men have not more generally adopted the 
like idea in regard to other inflamed furfaces, whether 
induced by natural or artificial means. It mould 
furely feem, that that fiate of the fyfiem, or of the 
parts, by which fuppuration is induced, it more likely 
to be the occafion of benefit, than the difcharge of 
a large portion of the richeft animal juice*, which it 
but the confequence of the other, Tbui, in moft cri- 
tical abfcefles, the fever is found to abate ai foon as 
OS tl» 
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*nd a very ODproimfing one, in an infant 
-tea month* old, a very fenfiMe relief was 
afforded as foon as the inflammation took 
place, and before any fuppuration ap- 
peared i and though the child had been 
-many months a cripple, with lofs of health 
and appetite, unable to fupport its head, 
and the ftemum very much diftorted, the 
relief was fo great in one week after the 
incifioru were made, as left no room to 
doubt of a perfect, recovery j which ac- 
cordingly took place a ftiort time after- 
wards, without any deformity remaining. 
Had Mr. Pott advanced any other rea- 
fons for the preference given to the cau ftic, 
or merely afferted fuch preference, I 



thtf external hiAammatkm tabes place, and the patient 
in ft o*d of being afterwards benefited by a copious dif- 
charge is not nnfreqnently hurried by it into a fatal 
ttmfints, when the abfeeft has been Inge, or im- 
property feated. There may be. other inftances, in- 
deed, hi which the fupptmtion, and even the great 
-qaaotfty of the discharge, may be beneficial to tie 
' f j*e» i bat it is probable, that this is not in general 
the eaft, and math left in the prefent ntnance, which 
" Ml with Sfttpbma of general debility. 

fhould 
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fhould readily have fw bri uttc d to fte g wat 
experience he ha* had iiv this drjoadful 
complaint; hut though I may v ery pof* 
fibly be imftakm in my reaftming, it ap- 
peared a duty juft to Aatc it, aci*eH n 
to notice thi* inftaiice in pftlnty-iftAidtf. 
cafe oT fo mtM& Importance. • 

The iffues mould to« kept qpetf till the 
patient perfe&ly recover* the tift ! of his 
legs, br even a l**ite longef, at»feaft biSe 
iffiie, which ought not tolas d^iid'.tip 
till the patient can walk firmly alone* 
and ftjali have .recovered all the -height 
which he may have loft in consequence 
of that ftoopiog which the difprder had 
induced. , 

In addition to the ufe of thej^e means, 
Mr. Pott has fuggefted thole of cold* 
bathing, fridlions, the bark, and fych 
like 1 but I have myfelf nevef ieein.any 
benefit from any thing where the ifl'uss 
have failed, which- 1, h^ve found effica- 
cious where no other .remedy has been 
made ufc of. After the recovery, how- 
0+ ever, 
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:ever, if the patient is of a fcrofulous 
habit, fca-bathing is peculiarly indicated. 
-: The. moxa has b_een fuccefsfully made 
jife of, in one inftance, by Mr. Gim6s,* 
after the cauiltCi as directed by Mr. Pott, 
4s faid . to have failed. But as the burn- 
ing was feve.nl times repeated, and the 
recovery, appears to have been unufually 
rflow, it is not very certain, but a repe- 
: titioii 6( the cauftic might have proved 
.equally beneficial. . 

: Debility of the Lower Extrbmities. 

1 J. he diforder intended here is not noticed 
by any medical writer within the com- 
< pafs of my reading, or is inot fo defcribed 
as to afcertain the difeafe. It is not a 
-common diforder any where, I believe, 
and feems to occur feldomer in London 
'than in fome other parts. Nor am I 
■enough acquainted" with it to be fully 
: fotisfied, either in regard to the true caufe, 

* Jmr. de Med, Fev. 1188. 
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or feat of the difcafe, either from my 
own obfervation, or that of others, except 
in the in fiance of teething, or of foul 
bowels 1 and have not myfelf had an op- 
portunity of examining the body of any 
child who has died of this complaint. I 
Jhall therefore only defcribe its fymptoms, 
and mention the feyeral means attempted 
for its cure, in order to induce other prac- 
titioners to'pay attention to it. 

If it arifes from teething, or foul bowels, 
the ufual remedies fhould be employed ; 
and have always effected a cure. But the 
complaint more commonly feems to arife 
-from debility, and ufually attacks children 
previoufly reduced by fever; feldom thole 
under one, or more than four or five 
years old. It is then a chronical complaint, 
and not attended with any affection of 
the urinary bladder, nor with pain, fever, 
nor any manifeft difeafe ; fo that the fun: 
thing obferved is a debility of the lower 
extremities, which gradually become more 
infirm,- and after a few weeks are' una- 
ble to fupport the body. There being no 
figna of worms, nor other foulnefs 
of 
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of the bowels, mercurial purges liars 
not been of aoy ufe; neither Has the 
bark, hot hot, nor cold«bathing. ■ JB1H"* 
tew, or Cauftics on the os iacriim, and 
the great trochanter, and volatile and 
Simulating applications to the legs and 
thighs, have been chiefly depended upon; 
though there is no appearance of an en- 
largement of any of the vertebra, nor 
of fuppuration in the external parts, and 
therefore no refemblance to the inflam- 
mation of the intervertebral cartilages, 
the pfoas abfcefs, nor the morbus coxaris 
of De Ham. 

When only one of the lower extremities 
has been affected, the above means, in 
two inftanccs out of five or fix, entirely 
removed the complaint : but when both 
have been paralytic, nothing has feemed 
to do any good but irons to the legs, for 
the fupport of the limbs, and enabling 
the patient to walk. At the end of four 
or five years, fome have by this means 
got better, in proportion as they have 
acquired general ftrength : but even fottte 
of thefe hare been difpofed to toll after- 
wards 
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wards into pulmonary confumptkm, where 
the debility has not been entirely re- 
moved. On this account it may be fuf- 
peded, that the complaint is fometimes 
owing to fcrofula; and I'have been very 
lately informed by a gentleman of cha- 
racter in the country, that he has fern one 
inftance of a paralyfis, or debility of this 
kind, in which, upon opening the body 
after death, the internal furface of the 
lower vertebrae lumborum was found 
carious, though there was no abfcefs of 
the pfoas mufcle, nor external tumour oa 
the back, nor loins. 

I have feen a ftmilar debility feize 
grown people, efpecially women, after 
fome very long illnefs, and has continued 
a year, or more ; during which time they 
were utterly incapable of walking with- 
out the help of crutches. Thefe calcs, 
however, have always been attended with 
great pain in the commencement of tlie 
complaint, thongh without tumour of the 
limbs ; and have feemed to be benefited 
by the external ufe of the waters at Bath. 
Piaco- 
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Discolouration, accompanied toitb De- 
bility of the Limbs. 

.A-ttendant upon debility of the lower 
extremities, there is fometimes a disco- 
louration equally diftincl from thofe al- 
ready mentioned, and another yet to be 
noticed. It takes place at a more ad- 
vanced age, and feemingly in confequence 
of previous bad health. I know of no 
writer who has noticed fuch a complaint, 
and have not met with it often enough 
to be distinctly acquainted with its nature; 
nor have I, as yet, fairly feen the refult. 

Children fo affected have gone off their 
feet, as it is called, or dragged them 
Qnly very feebly, after having been able 
to walk ftoutly for fome time. They have 
become in every refped weak and lan- 
guid ; their head has grown large, and 
their limbs become emaciated, but do 
not feel cold to the touch, though of a 
deep leaden-blue colour from the fingers 
and 
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and toes to the elbows and knees ; with the 
face almoft equally difcoloured, and like 
that of adults in a fit of afthma. A fall, 
or fuch like accident, has fometimes been 
fufpeclcd as the caufe of thefe fymptoms, 
but unfupported by any appearance on 
the vertebne, or other parts. 

The bark and cordials have been made 
trial of without any advantage ; and cold- 
bathing has feemed . to be prejudicial. 
The application of leeches to the livid 
parts, fri&ion, fpirituous and volatile em-, 
brocations, and blifters; repeated elec- 
tricity j tepid fca-bathing 1 fteel, exercife, 
and a generous- diet, are the means I have 
hitherto directed, after purging with ca- 
lomel; but as yet, I have faid, I am not 
able to Mate their certain effe&s. 

Ik feveral inftances, a difcolouration of 
this kind, appearing only at times, and 
recurring again, during many months ; 
attended with cough and occafional dif- 
ficulty of breathing ; has difappeared to- 
tally as children have acquired general 
firength. and good health, without any 
mani- 
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ttianifeft advantage from the mean* that 
have been ufed. 



Curvature of the Bones from Weakness, 

{crookedness of the bones, particularly 
thofe of the lower extremities, has been 
mentioned as a common confequenee 
of rickets, and may claim a tranfitory 
notice. 

The principal inquiry in the treatment 
of deformities of this kind, refpe&s the 
ufe of irons for the fupport of the limbs, 
whenever the distortion happens to be 
considerable. The propriety of this aflif- 
tance has, indeed, been doubted by fome 
practitioners, as well as their unpleafant 
appearance objected to by parents ; who 
have therefore been inclined rather to 
rrtrft only to cold-bathing. Friend, how- 
ever, as I am to the latter, I may venture- 
to fay from experience, that it is likely - 
|o be prejudicial at the time it is often 
had 
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had recourfe to ; for by ftrengfhening the 
fyftem, it rather ferves to confirm the 
crooked nefs which the bones have already 
contracted. It is an advantage, on the 
other hand, that the bones remain foft 
and yielding as long as the curvature is 
cenfiderabte, if fo be the preflure of the 
fuperior ' parts be at the fame time duly 
counpera&ed. To fupport the limbs, 
therefore, with irorys, as long as the foft- 
nefij of the bones diipofes them to yield 
under the weight of the body, is cer- 
tainly a- rational intention, and has been 
very beneficial in numberlefs instances. 
This end obtained, the bones being (till 
Umhening as the child grows up, they 
naturally incline to become ftraight ; and 
at this time the cold-bath and other 
tonics are properly indicated, and will 
co-operate to the cure of the complaint. 
The only care required, is, that the irons 
be made as light as poflible, and be pro- 
perly adapted, and that they be lengths 
jcned as often as may be neeeflary. It is, 
pof- 
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poffibly, for- want of due attention to this 
Iaft particular, that irons have in fome 
inflances been really found to do harm j 
the reafon for which muft be obvious to 
every one. , 

When a curvature takes place in the 
fpine, (without any difeafe of the verte- 
brae or cartilages) the like method ihould 
be taken. Proper inftruments to fupport 
the head and upper parts of the body 
have been contrived by different artifts, 
but thofe made by Mr. Jones appear to 
be .the beft. There is, indeed, a flight 
difpofition to this curvature in fome chil- 
dren of a fcrofulous. habit, that does not 
require fo inconvenient. an inftruroent; 
and for which the flays made by Laurie. 
and Holmes in Bartholomew Clofe may 
therefore be preferable. 

Should the bones of the arm be curved, 
either by accident or difeafe, in this foft 
ftate, rollers and pafteboard fplints .pro- 
perly applied, will be fuffident to fup- 
port, and -reftorc them to their natural 
form. 

But 
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But if the injury extend to the hip and 
contiguous bones, It *HI hot be fnanifefli 
at the time; and when dlfcbvefed, &tfl 
be benefited only by the cold-bath, and 
- other general remedies. If this diftor- 
tton mould be considerable, it may, in- 
deed, become a fource of 1 manifold evils 
in females, as will be noticed in another" 
place. 

Paronychia, 

JVLany youflg people are very fubjeclf 
to a mildfpecies of this compTaint, which 
feeing perfectly fuperfkial, is riot im- 
properly tertried tfie cutaneous whitlow, 
and will attack' tfie ends of the fingers, 
feveral tirhis in a year, without any pre- 
vious injury of 1 the part. The fubject is 
therefore introduced here chiefly with' the 
de'fign' of recommending a prophylactic 
which I have frequently feeri fuccefsful. 
This confifts only in bathing the fingers, 
feveral times a day, in the following 
vol. ii. ' H mix- 
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mixture, the moment that. a fenfe of any 
perternatural heat, or pain, fhall be felt. 
R. Miltune camphoratx Jiv. 

Ag. Iitharg. acetati 51) 

Tin<a. opii Jfl 

Mifceantur. 
In the malignant, or deep feated whit- 
low, doubtlefs, the beft method is to 
make an early opening down to the bone, 
which will occafion the patient much lefa 
pain, than allowing the matter, gradu- 
ally, to make its own way to the furface ; 
which is likewife always attended with 
much mifchief to the parts. 

I fhall only add, that in the commence- 
ment of the tumour and pain, nothing 
can be more improper than the recourfe 
fo commonly had to a bread and milk 
poultice; inftead of which, where poul- 
tices are required, thofe made with the 
water of acetated litharge are abundantly 
preferable, and mould be applied only 
very moderately warm. 
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A he common Boil only is intended 
here j and is noticed from its frequency 
in young people towards the time of 
puberty, who are fometimes vexed with 
a fucceflion of them. This is the true 
phlegmonic inflammation, and is there- 
fore moft acutely painful, and the Ikin 
of a deep red colour before the fuppura- 
tion is complete. Though oftentimes 
hurtful in older fubjecls, they are, how- 
ever, juftiy accounted falutary in others, 
and do harm only when repelled, or 
haftily dried up. If a poultice of bread 
and milk, therefore, be applied from the 
firft ; (if the boil be in a convenient part, 
otherwife a gum-plafter) ; and the abfcefs 
drefled with any warm digeftive as foon as 
the lkin gives way, the flough, which the 
boil always forms, will foon be thrown 
off. It is fometimes for the want of this. 
Ha that 
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that another boil forms in the neighbour- 
ing parts, or the child is teazed with 
fore eyes, or fame humour, as it is 
. termed, on the ikin. 

Two or three dofes of purging phyfic 
may be taken, at proper intervals, after 
the boil is. healed. 



Perniones. 

JL mis is ft complaint fo w»n known, that 
k can need no- dtferiptton. h. is gene- 
rally owing- to the circulation of the blood 
in the minute venels of the extremities 
beujg cheeked, by a child hiving been 
long cxpefed to cold or wet, and afteft- 
■wards running to the fire inftead of re- 
covering the natural heat by general ex- 
ercife, and feiftion of the parts affe&ed. 
If the injury be exceedingly great, as it 
fometimes is when a perfon has lain for 
feveral hours in the fnow, die circulation 
cannot always be reftoced* and feme parts 
actually 
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actually mortify. To prevent this, if 
poffible, inftead of bringing the perron 
near a fire, he fhould be immediately' 
Gripped, and well rubbed ill oyer, efpe-. 
cially the parts moft affcclcd, with ihow, 
and afterwards with fait and water, and' 
fee then put into bed. If neither fnow, 
nor ice be to be had, cold water ftlould 
be made ufe of, or flannel fprinkled With' 
fpirit, or volatile*. If the parts btf 
turned black, which they often are when 
they are what is called froft-bitten, 
the patient* efpecially if a young child* 
ihould be confined to the bedj its long 
as the weather is fevere, and the part* 
continue difcoloured. But my intention 
js to treat chiefly of {lighter attacks ; oft 
the firft appearance of which, known by 
the heat, itching,, redrtefs, and fwellihg 
of the heels, toes, or fingers, the parts 
may be well rubbed with a Toft bruffi, 
or foaked in fmiths forgefwater, and if* 
terwards rubbed with muftard and brandy, 
foft foap, or fait arid <5nions ; or they may 
be embrocated with the liniment, faponis. 
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or fpirit. camphoratus, to two ounces of 
which may be added a tea-fpoonful of 
the aqua litharg. acetati. But I have, for 
fome years, experienced the good effects 
of far Ampler means than any of thefei 
and which I have hitherto never found 
equalled by any of the warmer remedies 
alone. It may, indeed, be made ufe of 
together with them ; and is nothing more 
than the cerat. fperm. ceti fpread on a 
large piece of thick lint, or the emplaft. 
faponis on cloth, to be applied as foon 
as the extremities begin to itch, or be 
painful; or if this (hould not very foon 
be of ufe, both embrocating, and cover- 
ing: the parts with comprefies wrung out 
of the aqua ammonia: acetate, which 
mould be continually preferved moift. 

Some children are difpofed to have chil- 
blains every winter ; as a preservative 
againft which, if it be the hands that 
are liable to be affected, warm leather 
gloves fhould be worn, (avoiding woollen, 
which in thefe .cafes is unfriendly to the 
ikin;J 
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fltin;} and above all, wearing for a few 
hours in the day or night, and efpecially 
when abroad in the cold, oil'd-filk gloves, 
which is one of the beft preventives both 
of chilblains and of chopped hands, that 
has been hitherto known. But if the 
feet are ufually the afte&ed parts, the 
heels only may be covered by a piece of 
warning-leather, and over this a piece- of 
oil'd-filk, fecured round the infteps, and 
worn day and night during the cold 
months ; and fiiould be taken off only 
for the purpofe of waihing them, and 
rubbing the parts with the fcrufli or lini- 
ments, as mentioned above. 

Whin the fwellings are broken, it is 
common to' drefs the fores only with a 
little cerate, and to watt for the return 
of warm weather, when they ufually heal 
of themfelves ; but by this means, they 
often remain bad through all the winter, 
and when large, are fomechnes not well 
till the fummer is very far advanced ; 
and I have even feen them remain very 
H * bad 
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bad both in children and grows people, 
ft the end of Sfptemicr. - 
. After having attended great numbers io 
fhU complaint, I am Satisfied that this 
km£ of fare requires' applications fow*-r 
vhftt.nifir? invigm'Rting, being a fpeciea 
of mortification ; and though it will not 
always endure verywarw digtftivea like 
'taasy qtfcei ujc£j», yet when the chiU 
fetan? aw pretty large, a portion of ibme 
dj^eflivs.joMW^ wish the cerate, is very 
friendly to them. And J have known 
fJ9»>c fpr*p, though very fmall, which had 
«srvmw4 in. a ¥«y obftinate and tedious 
ftate long after th« 'breeding- up of a hard 
frp^, whifft they had bees drefled only 
with cera«» or other tpild, or drying ap- 
plicatipiw aa they are called, begin to 
heal immediately vpon adding a fioaU 
portion o£ feme. \yacm digeftive, and ap~ 
plying a flannel wMefi without any-other 
alteration in she plan- Rut if they are 
fp«s*d to any con$derable fise, nothing 
cenftitaitfif fo rauch tot nfceir healing, as 
touch- 
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touching the fores every day with bra- 
cing and invigorating lotions, particularly, 
diluted folutions of fled, or tincture of 
myrrhe ; which in a very few days will 
produce kindly granulations in thefe, and 
other cold fores, though of long Hand- 
ing. 

Whin the parts are much fwollen, and 
the fores been long foul, it will be of- 
ten neceflaiy in fevere weather, to make 
ufc of poultices, of which thofe made 
of rye-meal and the compound water 
of acetated litharge are more active, and 
therefore preferable to bread and milk: 
the latter however, if a little brandy be 
added to it, anfwers very well in many 
cafes. If thefe are applied over the 
above drefHng of cerate and digeftive, and 
changed twice a day, the fores will heal 
in much- le6 time than by any of thecom- 
• raon applications I have fecn ufed ; erpe- 
ciaMy if the parts furrounding the fore 
be well rubbed with camphorated fpirit. 
If children be not very young, purging 
them with a little calomel twice a week, 

will 



i b-, Google 



io6 Ambustiones." 

wilt often expedite the healing of the 
fores: in the worft cafes, a decoction of 
the bark, as well as cordials, and a 
generous diet, are required. 

I have now for many years had ftrong 
proofs of the good effects of electricity 
in chilblains, both as a remedy and a. 
prophylactic, efpecially in very old peo- 
ple, many of whom are afflicted with 
them every winter. 



Ambustiones, 

JtSurns and fcalds are mentioned by fome 
old writers, and though a misfortune by 
no means confined to young people, they 
too often fall to the lot of infants, through^ 
the carelefsnefs of their attendants: and; 
for want of being properly treated at the, 
inftant, children often fuffer exceedingly, 
when a fit application would have rcn, 
dered, the injury trifling, ,..,:., 

Waw 
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When fuch an accident happens, the 
ncareft aftringent at hand fliould be made 
ufe of, fuch as brandy, or other fpirit, 
wine, or even cold water, till fomething 
more proper can be procured ; into which 
the injured part fliould be plunged, or be 
covered with pieces of cloth dipped in 
fuch liquors, which will prevent the blif- 
tering of the part ; or, in the momentary 
want of any of thefe, holding the injured 
part before a moderate fire. As Toon as 
it is poflible to procure officinal remedies, 
the following will be very proper. 
R. Aq. calics LBj. 

— — litharg. acetati 5 G 

Spir. vini Gall. %'tj. 

Mifceantur. 
"Where ice can be conveniently applied, 
and renewed day and night, it will be 
found one of the belt early remedies in 
very bad cafes. 

Ir the injury has been too long received 

to admit of much relief by thefe means, 

and deep floughs are actually formed, a 

very proper dxefiing may be made of 

equal 
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equal parts of cerat. e lapide caUmin. 
and unguent, fambuc. viride ; diminifli- 
ing the proportion of the latter as the 
(loughs ihall be thrown off, and the 
fores become difpofed to heaL But 
fiiould the injured furface be large, or 
the pain occasioned by removing the 
drefiings, be very great, it will be fuffi- 
cienr to cover the parts with pieces of 
linen dipped in cold-drawn Hnfeed-oil, 
which fhould be moiftened every day, and 
fuftered to adhere till the fores are in 
a ftate to admit of being drefled in a 
common way. 

A strong folution of foap in water has 
long been in ufe with artificers' employed 
in any bufinefs expofing workmen to very 
bid fcalds • and is a very excellent reme- 
dy.— About three quarters of an ounce of 
foft foap is ft proper quantity for a pint 
of water. But the foap taking fome time- 
in diffotving, and requiring a certain pro- 
portion of boiling water, the lotion can- 
not- be made cool enough for immediate 
ufe by the addition^ of the proper quantity' 
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of cold water ; a remedy, therefore, more 
convenient, and perhaps more efficacious, 
may be made of oi. oliv.'aq. fluv. frigid, 
and aqua kali puri. Six ounces of oil 
to ten of water, with two drachms of the 
ley will make a pint. — This quantity may 
be fufficient for a bum on the hand or 
foot ; which is to be immerfed, and kept 
about half an hour in the liquor, which 
will remove the injury if had recourfe to 
immediately ; but muft be repeated, as 
the pain may require, if _the fcald or burn 
be of fome Handing. Could a perfon 
fcalded all over, be inftantly put up to 
the chin in a cold-bath of this, kind, and 
the head, at the fame time, be frequently 
immerged, or well warned with the liquor, 
I believe very little injury would enfue. — 
Whatever fores may be formed, fhouLd 
be treated afterwards according to the 
foregoing directions.* 

Lou-* 

* Fox. fon» o*w ideas cm tbe nature of bums am* 
their treatment, the reader is direded. to an EJ&r 
written by Mr. Kentish, I79>. 

At 
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Luxation* and Fractures. 

JLnfants are not only liable to thefe mis- 
fortunes by a fall from the lap, but the 
bones, or joints, may fometimes be un- 
avoidably injured in the birth. There is 
in this cafe, feldom any luxation, I be- 
lieve, but of the flioulder ; which is not 
difficult to be reduced, and requires no- 
thing afterwards, but that the limb be 
kept perfectly quiet. 

It is very common for nurfes, efpecially 
during the month, to fupport the lower- 
jaw of an infant whenever it happens to 
yawn, in the apprehenfion that the jaw 
might otherwife, bediflocated. This prac- 
tice is, at leafl - , an evidence of the nurfe's 



As a more curious novel devife in a view to lefTening 
the pain and inflammation confequent to burns, the 
metallic traders of Dr. Perkins, to which fuch mar* 
vellous etfoas have been attributed, can be mentioned 
only is the way of caution not to depend on them. 

atten- 
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"attention, and can do no harm, though 
I have, indeed, never known the accident 
happen. Should it, however, take place, 
either at this age, or in older children 
through fome violence, it will occafion 
a very awkward appearance, and prove 
very diftreffjng to the child, who will be 
difabled from taking any nourishment till 
the luxation be reduced. Nothing more, 
however, is required to this end, than to 
jdace the thumb of each hand in the back 
of the mouth, and the fingers on the out- 
fide, under the jaw, fo as to deprefs, and 
at the fame time bring it a little for- 
ward, to difengage the head of the con- 
dyle, and .then force the jaw fuddenly 
back. 

..Fractures, indeed, are not quite fo 
eafily managed as luxations, and perhaps 
happen more frequently. The bones are 
yet but little more than griftle, and if 
ftrained beyond a certain degree, are eafi- 
ly bent, or even broken. The former is 
very readily reftored, but I fhall be more 
particular 
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particular on the latter, as the fubjeftrs of 
fome importance. 

Fracturis in the birth are ufually of 
the collar-bone, the arm, or the thigh j 
the treatment of the two former of which, 
will include all that is neceflary to be 
obferved of fuch as may happen in other 
parts. 

The firft, however, requires very little 
attention, as it will be neceflary only to 
draw the lhoulders back, confining them 
in that pofture, by two or three pins in 
the clothes, and to apply a piece of the 
empl. litharg. cum refina, or cmplaft. fa- 
ponis, fpread on leather, upon the riling 
end of the bone, and a larger piece over 
the firft. 

A fracture of the arm demands a lit- 
tle more attention, but will always end 
perfectly well. The difficulty confifts in 
keeping the fractured ends of the bones 
appofed to each other, without rolling -up 
the arm fo tight as to occafion pain, or 
much fwelling of the hand, which in a 
new- 
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new-born infant, :a.ivery (mall prefltire 
wiH effect; 1 have found no method lb 
welt adapted as the following, which al- 
lowing o£ a!. little tumour about the frac- 
t^d part, without, the neceffity of loosen- 
ing the Toiler, prefarves the ends of the 
bones in: due contaft, without drawing 
tfce Iroller fo tight as to prevent the free 
return ,of_blood from the inferiour parte of 
the-limb. .: 

Tonthis end, throe little fpHncs, about 
half an inch in .width, and an inch and a 
half long, muy be made of fine linen 
cloth, five or fix times folded together, 
to: the thkjknefs of .common pafte board 1 
fcnd .being foaked in a mixture of floor 
aftd white of 1 egg, {houtd be placed in the 
ufual manner, along the fractured ends of 
{lie! hone. Being applied wet, they will 
accommodate themfelves exadriy to -the 
figUre j*£ theiUmb t and when become dry, 
teiilbe- fiimcicntb/ fining to fupport the 
bones/ They 1 mould be apptiftd , imme- 
diately on thelkin, without the interven- 
tion of a roller, by which tnejtns, when 

ypi. if. I fhe 
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the para Swell, which they mouldatways 
do a little, there will be fpade enough tie* 
tween them to allow of it, notwithstand- 
ing the preflure from the roller; which 
jbould be applied over them. 'Vhis pnghr 
to be .of very fine flannel, and . mould not' 
be drawn near fo tight as for adults, nor 
will there be occafion for it, as the chief 
dependence ought to be.on fattening the 
arm down clofe to the fide, by ftrong 
pine .fixed into the little gown, in the 
mumer the fiugeon may heft contrive at 
the time. The gown, therefore, ought 
not to be changed, nor the arm moved, 
but in his pretence ; and if the hand be 
not inflamed,, nor very much-fweltotf, and 
the ohild'contioue cafy, the- pare will not 
head to be.opened under eight or ten days; 
Till this time, thehuneigown mould be 
worn,: and be preserved clean by -fetch co- 
verings as- may be eafiljt removed* The 
fpeedy ;qnlon; of the bdnrs wilt depend 
tiporr a fbfi&; attention to .keeping the 
limb u flhi is poffibJn t- and if it be fo 
pntferyvd, the accident will afford very 
I ;. ..tittle 
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little trouble after the firft ten or WrivV 
dayi/. arid at the month's end;, the €hiftt 
wiH move that? arm tie&ety as well • as thd 
other. ■ '1 f" v r" ■' • ."«:■ r't 



T- 



^ ■ *:'«-n.". '■ ■; !i— ft f**v b">bfi5* 
Ob Cutting /2>f Tongue, t, 

..[■i' '.fli. 'I*...:' "-'I " ' lOtlil .-■£-> 

" v ■ ;■ i.vi ;; i :~7q n. .' M : — 
L HBdireftienson this -Ticad/'as-WeH a* 
the notice taken of many of the foHowW 
little difotders, ''proceed" (rather from 1 a de- 
fire that nothing oftthe ftb^eta 6F cMH'i 
ren's complaints Ihould be- omitted," thai 
from their' real importance. Same of 
them, indeed, have been 'entirety over- 
looked by^rafedili^ "Mitels, aritVtnoojR 
itiey may feldW'reqni^niicW attend 
rid*; k may^omrtimes^eoffeStarit^geVb 
know *hit has been iervite'abltrin fimflar 
eaie».-^Hie inftahce- under ^consideration, 
kfoHrever, krfoo'MfHHVa matter- ttf'dwelf 
aptfn.' Arid, ihHrWf, ffle -iittle bperarM*; 
performed m <("«!& (tytthgSfeen thetdngue] . 
js ; ve?^ffcqtieKtly «&& for^re^tnere 

'■'""'. I 2 18 
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4* ooabfolute oceafion for it, the confine- 
ment being 1 feldom lb conlidcrable as to 
make , if really necefftryto divide the 
fnenum. The child will fuflfcr fo. very 
little, however, in the operation, that 
when it is carefully done, it will be at- 
tended with no,, inconvenience; and if it 
can afford the mother any fatisfa&ion, it 
will be very proper to comply with her 
wquc^.,Jt;£c£ms therefore only necef- 
fjiry^o.add, tba£ Tom? , 1/ctle care and 
ftoadinefs.; i afejn!flW*d* or the fublingual 
yejas. rnay ,bp[ L wc^n4,cd, and ^i confe- 
ftugace an , infant ppay lofc its life. To 
avoid, this danger, the bridle may , be di- 
vided, by a; iinaU curved biftoury, inftead 
of Jciflars. . |fhflbandta and .Wade,; when 
ppen, : oeed, n nat, exceed, tjwo inches in 
length}, aff^ the poir^t (hould be * Uttle 
curved, and die back made broad, where- 
by the, point may be eafily forced, through 
the fnenum in . the moft troublcfome cafe, 
yhiift the back of iht jnftruraent, will 
fufficiently pre& ) d i ofetv the veins, fo as to 
be entirely out; of the way of being in- 

£ : i ured - 
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jared. Thefe cautions have been judged 
by fome .people to be very trifling; 'but 
betide* that infants have actually bled to 
death, the following equally fatal accident 
has artfcn from cutting toodrfep, which J 
fhall therefore notice in this place, as weM 
as defcnibe'an iriftrumciit contrived' for 
fupprefling (tho bleeding, .- -.1 



Suffocation from swailowing the Point 
of the Tpbgue, and Hemorrhage. 

JL hi occaiion of this accident, it has 
been fard, is cutting too deep in dividing 
the frsenum : I' have here to notice its 
fymptoms and remedy. The former are 
thofe ufoally attending ftrangulation, and 
come on fuddenly, and without any pro- 
bable caufe but that of the tongue having 
been cut; But to which they are feldom 
attributed by thofe who are Grangers to 
the complaint. The infant appears great- 
ly agitated; the face turns black; and uh- 
I 3 left 



i b-, Google 



Ii8 .Suffocation dud HbhorkhagK. 

left theft fympVam* foon dHappcar, the 
child goes off in a oonrdlfioq. Bet if 
they ire prefeoxly removed, the infent %s 
«s fuddenly welt ; though they generally 
froturn again* And hare in foveial ihftanccfe 
proved fetal. 

; Mn. Petit * h«s peffaapt the credit of 
difcovering the true exufc of the com* 
plaint. The remedy confifts in nothing 
more than bringing the tongue into its 
proper place, and if the infant be fuckled, 
putting it immediately to the breaft, 
which will give the tongue a natural di- 
rection. Should the child be brought up 
by hand, the tongue ftiould be watched 
for fome time, at Icaft till the bleeding 
ft all be flopped j the complaint taking 
place only in confequence of that being 
confiderable, fo as to become an induce- 
ment to the infant to continue fucking at 
the part. 

Whin the fublingual veins are actually 
wounded, the danger, it has been laid, is 

* Memeires de U Awdimit dt Sciences. 

con- 
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we are .again, indebted for the bcft con- 
trivaace for Aipprefiiog this hemorrhage. 
The oaeang .^nfift Only of a piece of ivory, 
■ia tl*e fctfru of *,fl»rt fork, the prongs of 
which feqitftjt.bfl &> .placed as to press 
ajgainft the apefturqa in the veins, and the 
other and agaiaft -the iafidc of , .the lower 
jaw, afld fliould therefore- be broad and 
fott«W'haitxon«:x,'th« it, may keep us 
■jflaeewi ji ^il ... .-■ 



Hemorrhage of the Nose. 

- Jdnb complaint was hinted at in the 
chapter on Sneaking, and is likewife met 

'with among the old writers, I ftall there- 
fore beflohv a few words upon it, though 
ifii not tjften of much confluence, I be- 
' HefeAj 1 before tfce »ige>o£ puberty. 

Ifa chdldbc fevcrifc, ror .othcrwife un- 
well, the hemorrhage is often a mere 
fymptpm arifing irom the complaint un- 
! .■ . 1 4 d« 
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-d*C whifch It labours] ifod Wilfdifappear 
upon that being' properly treated. But a 
bleeding at the nofe fometimei takes place 
in the heakhieft children, the veflfcla of 

-this part being weaker than thole which 
are covered by the frtJe (kin, and orteii 
afford a falutary outlet, ift cafe of ple- 
thora, and therefore ufeally Oontraft 
when the intention of nature is anfworedij 
after which, a-defe-oi' two- of -ceolifag 
phytic fhould be given. But it naf^-% 
fometimes uecefiary to draw a little cold 
water up the nofc, to which fome vine- 
gar may be. added; to comprefs the nof- 
tril from which the hemorrhage arifes ; 
and confine the patient as much as nay 
be to an bpright pofture. Should itbitfe 
little remedies faih the head, handstand 
feet, may be bathed with cold vinegar 
and water, and the noftrils be fiof>pcrf-u|> 
with doffila of lintv'iwhich upon urgent 
occafionsmuft ;be ■dipped iirwaomed oil 
of turpentine, or other .ffyptic liquor, and 
mull extend to' the poiteriour aperture. 
The. lad means will almoir. ■ always, rfuc- 
.1 ceedj 
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cetdt but if otherwife, fome blood mould 
be taken from the aim, if the pulfe don 
not forbid; the feet' be bathed in warm 
water, and the body kept open by manna, ' 
and cream of: tartar; and the patient 
fliould live far a long time pretty much 
upon whey, vegetables and milk ; at leaft, 
he mould not dine wholly upon animal 
fbodif—Jn the intermediate days of purg- 
ihg,..the teftaceous powders, and tincture 
.of. catechu may be taken % and in Tome 
inftances the bark, or the Nevil-bolt water 
: will be proper. 



• ' Hemorrhage from the NaVsl. 

JL he navel of new-born infants is. liable 
t to ieyerai difprders, fpmeof which are of 
confidcrable importance ; but I. fpeak in 
.thi^ chapter only of the /lighter ones. 
L Qfi,hefe» one. is an oozing of blood from 
the, part, after an unkindly reparation of 
the cord, and is owing to ; the ftiooting 
- „* «P 
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iip of a foft fungus, which prevents the 
fltin from covering the divided velTels in 
the manner it othcrwife does. This nw- 
jnefs, however, is not. always attended 
with hemorrhage, , as will be noticed in 
the next chapter, but when it is fo, the 
bleeding has fometimes continued for 
feveral months, and in fotne inftances, in 
fuch quantity as to prove alarming to the 
friends of the child, left it fhould in the 
end be injurious to its health. The little 
vcflcl from whence the blood iffues, lies 
always fo deep that it cannot be fecured 
by ligature, nor be conveniently caute- 
rized ; the latter of which, indeed, would 
be very difagreeable. I have, however, 
conveyed the lunar cauftic to the part, 
which has flopped the bleeding for a 
time; but it has always returned. No- 
thing further, however, is neceflary, than 
to adapt a proper comprefs, and fe- 
•cure it by flicking plafter and bandage; 
which fhould -be continued tor two ot 
three weeks; or it may be rerhrained 
merely by a froall doflil of lint, and crofs 
ftnps 
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ftrips of flicking platter applied in the 
manner directed for the rupture at this 
part. 

There is, indeed, another kind of he- 
morrhage of more importance) but- this 
ieems to be fympathetic, and is attendant 
upon infants who are in an ill ftate of 
health during the month, and is, perhaps, 
a bad fign. It takes place where the 
cord has been apparently well healed; 
but the fldn afterwards gives war, and 
the bleeding is much more considerable 
than in the former. It requires, however, 
nothing more than the application of 
common ftyptics, with proper cpmpreft 
and bandage. The bleeding not appear- 
ing, in the leaft, to be critical, ought to 
be fupprefled as foon as N may be, and 
whatever complaint the infant may labour 
under, be treated according to, its kind. 
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Soreness, or Ulceration of the Nave£. 

JL «e care of this part has licen fo unii 
formfy fubmitted to nurfes, that unlefs 
fome very tmufual complaint has ap- 
peared, medical men have feldombeen con- 
fulted. On this account, its diforders 
have rarely been mentioned by writers, 
nor probably have all the afFedtions to 
which it is liable been known to them. 

The reparation of the cord is the work 
of nature, whofe operations are ufually 
performed in the beft manner and time. 
It may be here remarked, however, that 
in regard to the time there is a consider- 
able variety; a complete reparation in 
fome inftances taking place in five days, 
and even earlier, and in others not till 
the fifteenth, or fixteenth. When fo late, 
the funis is ufually found hanging for 
fome time only by a very flender filament, 
which if perfectly dead, as it ufually is, 
- Ought 
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ought to be divided ; nature having here- 
in failed of her intentions. From the 
neglect, of this, a fourte of irritation an* 
difcharge is kept up, which I have fuf- 
pected being the caufe of fome of the 
little diforders now to be noticed. In 
the laft infrance that I met with of along 
difcharge from the , navel, I afterwards 
learned that the funis had been in the 
above ftate for feveral days, and had not 
dropped off till the fifteenth. 

The feparation of this part, however; 
is not often followed by much forenefs 
or pain, though there is frequently a true 
ulcer of the part. The common appli- 
cations of a bit of ringed linen cloth, a 
toafted ratlin, and dulling the part with 
hair-powder, or die powder of cerufe, 
are ufually fuflkient for the common fore- 
nefs .confequem upon the reparation of 
the cord. In fome inftanccs, however, 
the difcharge is very great, and. the part 
continues to appear raw, and iiidifpofed 
to heal, or dry up. In fiich cafes, I 
hare often found three or four fmall 
pieces 
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pieces: of * fort cabbage leaf one of the 
beft applications. They fhould be laid one 
over another; that they may be preferved 
molft and cool, and ftiould be continued 
as long at the difcharge fliall be confi- 
<krabk. 

A more troubletbme cafe is that of the 
put becoming fore, often fome weeks 
after it bos appeared to be healed ; and as 
hrai I have teen, (unlefs in fome very, 
bad cafes prefcntly to be noticed,) has 
taken place only where the fkin of the 
belly has extended an unufual way on the 
cord, occafionjng, as will be noticed in 
a fubfequent chapter, a difpojition to ex* 
omphalos. This forenefs is likewife at-. 
tended with much thin difchMge, which 
difappeats and return* irregularly* to-* 
gether with a raw appearance of the part i 
which is «ot many days in the lame ftatei 
The bowejs are in this cafe uibaily af* 
Sifted,, and .fttould therefore be carefulry 
attended to, and proper remedies, ad- 
tninifteredl according to the nature, and 
number of the ftools ; the pact.bcing-at 
the 
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tKeftnjQ tinw?ov;er«d-w«h*afc(fe|i|se leaves, 
drwtffc.a poultice ot bf<ad<and n^ilk, or. 
(rf aq. lltharg, acetRR. coti|p. or the de- 
cod*, corticis, according as it may be- 
bwlgdj or ptherwife; or the raw pare 
tDytbed, • npw and thin, with the acgen-f 
turn nitrasum, bJije vitriol, m pqlvis lapid. 
caliminarJB, , #}, its appearance, ftndthe- 
quantity of difcharge may ifuggefl. 

By one qr other of thefe means, I have 
always fownd H.*gf* "well, -but fcmetimes 
jfot, iH; Uft than five; or fix weeks, am} 
then to* ■ iifuaWty dri«d up fuddenly r u^ti^ 
which tiioe the 'infant has fetdam' thriven 
properly. In feve/airecenfinftarices, how- 
ever, I have : cnclofe4 the raw part in 4 
ligature-; and this method has uiualjy 
removed the ? complaint in a coaple of 
dafsi and feems therefore always to be 
preferable where it can be effected, 
: But there is a much more alarming 
ufcewtiea, , which Jake rfie former, take* 
place fame time after, the . part has ; been 
properly, h«aled, and ie, probably, aiwayi 
$h* topftquence of, fpine other illnefs, o$ 
general 
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general debility of the- irtfent. In (bch- 
cafes, the fore has beeft Stolid tb4pr*ai' 
AVer a great part of the belly;' and even> 
to mortify.- Here Very little can be done,? 
1 believe; all the inftanccs but one, that' 
1 have known any thing of, haying 'prottftfJ 
fatal, not fo much front the local-arTfeCi' 
fioR, or tender age Of thefithjc*. ^ftom 
the original caufe of the gangrene. 
'■ Whatever is found' -proper in a fimitar 
flat* of parts 'on other occafioafe,: ftiould 
fee made trial of, fiioh W'ifoinehtatiohs> 
poultices, and a libcttl-exl^tibri'of'fchei 
bark and cardials ; under the life erf fwhibh*; 
however, -fcbe infest -rawly- iurvives long 
enough to -afford a due trial of' their 
efic&s. - • '-•■ - 1 '- '■-■■ ■ -.M:/r.ii 

Mr. PeakSon, rie'Vetthelefs.has informed 
me of two cafes of this kiiiA of ulcera- 
tion, which took place in children turned 
of -fix moths old t one of whom recovered, 
under. bis care, by the means .above" reU 
commended, which were had recburfe to 
as. foon as the fore began to fpread. ' The 
ether caft had been attended by another 

" ' '' : gf n ^ C T 
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gentleman, and was not feen by Mr.. 
Psarson till a Ihorc time before the in- 
fant died. 



Unkindly Separation of the Funis Uw^' 
bilicalis. l 

-IL he uncommonnefs of the appearance- 
here intended may be offered as a reafon- 
for noticing it, as it can require but little 
if any medical affiftance. I have only- 
once feen fuch a cafe ; and being at a lofs 
what turn it might take, it is imagined, 
that other practitioners may not be dif- 
pleafed with this account of the probable 
refult. , 

This cafe was hinted at under the 
(WfiTcle ■ of Hepartomphalos, and the fub-- 
jeci of it born iii the Lytng-in-hofpitalf 
where ihe funis was tied in the ordinary* 
manner, about three inches from the 
abdomen. But inftead of feparatirtg clefo 
fo it as ufual, only the part enclofed by 

yoL. if. # the 
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thfe ligature decayed ; the portion below 
It preferving its former appearance, ex- 
cept that it was a little ftirunk or fhori- 
ened : fome unufual vefiel, or vafa vafo- 
rum, it is probable, keeping up the life 
or this caducous part. In this ftate it 
remained for fome days before the nurfe 
made mention of it to any one ; and as it 
afterwards appeared probable it would 
gradually flirink away, no particular di- 
rections were given ; but it was purpofed 
in & 'few days, to tie the funis clofe to 
thte belly, ifthat ihoald not be rendered 
iteecUefs by the cord becoming dry, and 
dropping off in the ufoal manner. 

When the child was near three weeks 
old, 4ht funis appeared a little raw and 
moift, and the ligature was then de'ter- 
fti'lnedupon; bift the mother being called 
to a place as wet-nurfe to agreat diftance, 
left the hofpital fiiddehh/, the remaining. 
rumYbelng ftitl a living part, but only half 
«i inch 'in length, and (he child rery 
Hialthy. 

js^edbi Google 
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JlVuptures may take place in different 
parts, but they ufually appear at the navel* 
or the groin. The exomphalos is fome* 
times complicated with the ventral hernia 
near {he part! and is occafioned by the 
reparation of the redtf mufcles, the linn 
alba being there deficient { but it feldon* 
extends far above or below the navel. 
The fimple exomphalos is a very com* 
rxion complaint, which if immediately at- 
tended to, is eafily cured, perhaps merely 
by the ufe of the cold-bath : but if ne- 
glected, -may prove troublefome as th* 
child grows up; efpecially to females. 
It will be fooner cured, however, if treat- 
ed like the hemorrhage of the .navel, by 
adapting a pyramidical comprefs, mads 
of round pieces of good fticidng-plafter, 
fpread upon thin leather, with pieces of 
card placed between them ; or what is . 
jnore eafily prepared, and is adapted tp 
JC 2 poor 
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poor people, a piece of bees-wax as broad 
as a (hilling, and half an inch thick : the 
upper part of it may be round, and the 
other flat, which mould be placed on the 
navel. But if the child be a twelve- 
month old, thefe remedies will then re- 
quire a pretty tight bandage round the 
wafte j . and fuch a compreffion, I have 
frequently obferved nurfes afraid of, who 
often, loofen the bandage fo much as to 
render it of very little ufe. On this ac- 
count, I have for feveral years recom- 
mended Squire's elaftic bandage, which 
if this rupture be complicated with the 
ventral, becomes the more neceffary j and 
fitting quite hollow on the fides, and 
making no kind of comprefiion but on 
the part affected, and the oppofite point 
of the back, perfectly anfwers the end, 
and generally in three or four months. 
But for the fimple exomphalos in young 
children, I have for fome years fucceeded 
equally well by the ingenious contrivance 
of Mr. Kelson of Seven-Oaks, Tnis 
confifts only in bringing the parts to- 
gether 

D,giliz e d by GoOgk 
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gether by means of three or four ftrips 
of adhefive plafter, applied ftar-wife, 
acrofs the navel, which are to be renewed 
as occafion may require. — It has been 
faid, that I have often obferved ftartings 
of the navel happen to fuch infants, in 
whom the Ikin of the belly has extended 
further than is common upon the funis ; 
on which account, nurfes fhould be di- 
rected to be particularly careful in fuch in- 
ftances, and keep the part more than or- 
dinarily confined. 

Thb bubonocele is of more confequence, 
yet may be fafely left without a bandage, 
efpecially as the cold-bath alone generally 
cures it when happening to children be- 
fore chey go alone. In early infancy, 
there is likewife fome difficulty in retain- 
ing the trufs on the part, and it is con- 
tinually liable to be wetted. If a rupture, 
.however, mould be very large, and the 
.infant unufually fretful and crying, re- 
courfe may be had to a fteel-trufs; to 
which it will be neceffary to pay fome 
.attention, 4eft it flip out of its place, or 
K3 the 
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the rupture fait down, and be bruifed Erf 
the pad. After two years of age, indeed, 
when children begin to take more exer- 
eife, the ufe of a trufs feems to be abfo- 
Iutely neceflary, of which thofe made of 
fteel as improved by Mr. Squire, are in* 
comparably the belt. — Should the cure of 
either kind of rupture proceed flowly, 
cold-bathing will aflift it, as Well as be 
proper,, for fome months, after leaving 
off the bandage or trufs. 

Lastly, it may be prudent to drop tt 
word or two on the ftrangulated hernia ; 
■which is more apt to take place in the 
groin than in any other part, though 
happily, it is not very common in chil- 
dren. It can be neceflary to do little 
more, than to repeat here the obfer- 
"vatron made in the chapter on vormt- 
-ing j that when ■ any part ■ of the intef- 
tine is ftnmgulated, the ftomach will fre- 
quently ejetft every thing that is put into 
it, and ftiowld therefore, ftiniiih a fufpi- 
-cion of fuch an accident, and lead to 
an immediate examination of the parts. 
Should 



i b-, Google 



Hydrqcsi.*. 135 

Should the flighteft appearances of tu- 
mour or heat be discovered, the experi- 
enced furgeon will pay a proper attention. 
to it, and can need no directions from 
this wprk. — J fhall only obferve there- 
fore, that the free application of cold 
water, qr of ice, after the ordinary re- 
medies have failed, has in ieveral in- 
flances fucceeded. 



Hydiioc^?, 

A his distention of the fcrotum is of a 
nature iimiiar to the hydrocele of adults, 
and when it falls to the fliare of infants, 
I believe, ufually appears at the birth'. 
It has been fometimes miftaken for a 
common rupture, and a linen bandage 
been applied in the ordinary manner. It 
is, however, eafily diflinguifhed from that 
complaint, by the tumour .being tranfpa- 
rent ; without pain ; and from not readily 
retiring upc-n peeffurc.no/ being incieafed 
by the crying of the infant. 

K 4 It 
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: : It has been thought always to be a 
Tohgenite complaint, and that the tumour 
•does not retire upon preffure, but I think 
■I have lately feen fome inftances where 
it has been otherwife.* In one I had oc- 
cafion to examine the parts very atten- 
tively at the birth, on account of a little 
trial -conformation of another kind, and 
neither then, nor the next morning faw 
any appearance of hydrocele ; nor was it 
difcovered by the nurfe or mother till fix 
weeks afterwards, though the parts, for 
the reafon above mentioned, were fre- 
quently examined. About this time I 
was fent for in hafte, on account of the 
appearance of a large hydrocele, which, 
however, by the mother's report, was be- 
fore I got there greatly diminished. The 
fcrotum, neverthelefs, contained (as I 
imagine) near a table fpoonful of water, 
and was from this time diftended in dif- 
, ferent degrees, as the water happened to 

* Mr. Le Fetrvrt dc Fillebrune met with il in a child of 
twenty-two monthi old. 

retire. 
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retire, more or lcfs, through the tunica 
vaginalis and rings of the mufcles, which 
I apprehended muft have been preter- 
naturally open ; though no portion of the 
mefentery, nor inteftine, I believe, ever 
defcended. The complaint, however, dif- 
appeared in a few weeks, by only dafhing 
the parts with cold- water, three or four 
times a day. — This infant was a twin ; 
and it is remarkable, that the other 
child had likewife a hydrocele, which 
was not difcovered for three weeks after 
the former; but was much fmaller, and 
got well by only the like gentle treat- 
ment. 

The hydrocele is a harmlefs complaint, 
and would probably always difappear of 
itfelf in (he courfe of a few months ; but 
may much fooner be difperfed by fome 
aftringent lotion. The aq. ammon. 
acetatse has fucceeded with me perfectly 
well, and 1 have fometimes made ufe of 
compreffes wetted in vinegar and water, 
with the addition of a little fpirit, as the 
(kin has been able to bear it. Perhaps 
the 
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the addition of crude Sal ammontacus, 21 
advifed by Mr. Kbate, in the treatment 
of adults, might aflift the abforption of 
the water ; but I have myfelf never had 
occalion to make trial of it. The fmoke 
of burning gum benjamin received upon 
flannel, and applied to the part, is like- 
wife a good remedy. But the fpeedieft 
method is to puncture the bottom of the 
tumourwith the pointof alancet; which, 
as it may always be done with perfect 
Safety i and with very little, and only a 
momentary pain to the child, is often 
preferred by the mother, as it inftantly 
removes a blemilh which cannot but be 
unpleafant to her, whenever' any other 
perfon may .chance to be witnefs to it. 
In whatever way the water be gotten rid 
.of, I never knew it return, nor the 
child fuffer any confequent inconveni- 
ence; though the complaint is & com- 
mon that I have feen it in many fcore io- 
flances, and cured in different ways. 



Pneuma- 
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Pneumatocele. 



H. 



HaviMo never feen the complaint, and 
Conceiving that the preceding diforder 
has often been miftaken for it, I mould 
iiot have noticed it, but in the View that 
nothing relating to infantile complaints 
might be overlooked. Should the fcro- 
turn, however, be really diftended with 
wind, a piece of cotton, fumigated with 
gum maftic may fee applied twice a day, 
■and the pare embrocated with the com- 
pound water of ' acetated litharge and 
Camphorated fpirit, and be Supported 
with « proper bandage. 



JtiTENTioN of the Testes. 



O* 



yw*, or botli of me tefttclea, in Xbnw 
-mjfcfftcei, remain in the abdomen of in- 
fants 
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fants at their birth, and then a tumour 
appears in one, or both groins, forming 
another affection refembling the hernia, 
and is noticed on that account. As the 
application of a fteel-trufs, or, indeed, 
any other bandage, might here be at- 
tended with bad, if not fatal confequences, 
it is of importance to avoid the miftake. 

This complaint being generally owing 
to a preternatural Uridine of the rings of 
the abdominal mufcles, or to a want of 
due action in the cremafter or guberna- 
culum ; I have nothing to recommend, 
unlefs it be in a negative way, to forbid 
any rude handling of the part, in order to 
force the telticles into thefcrotum. If 
any thing of this kind mould be judged 
neceffary, from a difpolition of the parts 
to give way, the defcent mould be only 
very cautioufly alTifted, and that not fre- 
quently. In the courfe of a few weeks, 
or months, however, the obftacle, of 
whatever kind, . ufually gives way ; though 
fometimes, indeed, the part remains, con- 
.fined through life, and its unnatural po- 
rtion 
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iition is certainly attended with fome in- 
conveniences, and a greater chance of 
injury to the teftes ; of which I have feen 
more than one inftance in adults. Should 
inflammation take place, in confequence 
of any accident, during infancy, every 
proper means of counteracting it fhould 
be immediately had recourfe to, fuch as 
gentle laxative medicines, and fedative 
embrocations and cooling poultices, made 
of the compound water of acetated li- 
tharge. 



Tumefaction of the Prepuce. 

JL his little complaint, like the hydro- 
cele, arifes from extravafated water, and 
is a partial anafarca, and if it be not at- 
tended with inflammation, nor owing to 
a frone flicking in the pafTage, as it fome- 
times is, it never proves of any confe- 
quence. It is fometimes preceded by a 
copious difcharge from the part, of a 
thick 
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thick but foft cooiiftence, refembiing a 
ft rang lather of foap, or the froth of milk, 
which difappears as foon as the tumefac- 
tion fubfides. 

The part may be waflied frequently 
with the aq. litharg. acetati comp. or be 
■wrapped up in a poultice of that kind, and 
the body be kept open, which ufually re- 
moves the complaint in two or three days ; 
but if it mould not, the part may be 
lightly fcarified, and afterwards fomented. 
Should it arife from inflammation, as in 
the cryflpelas infantile, the inflammatory 
caufe muft be properly treated. If from 
a ftone in the paflage, the ftohe muft be 
extra&ed, if within reach, or if other, 
wife, it mould be forced back into the 
bladder. 



$&oxafsus, or Procidentia Aar, 

JL his is 'a defcent=of the internal -coat -of 

•lie lower ibowtl, (this coat, it is well 

known, 
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known, being much longer than the 
others, and full of folds) ; and is either 
owing to its laxity, or to irritation. It is 
no uncommon complaint, nor ufually dif- 
ficult of cure, being generally a fymptom 
of fomc other ; fuch as worms, or other 
foulnefs of the bowels, or has been in- 
duced by rough purges, diarrhoea, long 
coftivenefs, a Hone in the bladder, or 
other irritating caufe, and is ufually pre- 
ceded by tenefmus : to each of which the 
proper remedy mull be applied, or the 
cure of prolapfus will be attempted in 
vain. 

But if the complaint mould remain, 
after the irritating caufe has been re- 
moved, it will then depend merely upon 
a relaxation of the part, arifing from the 
long habit of defcending every time the 
child has gone to ftool; and is, in general, 
cafily cured by an aftringent lotion. To 
this end, a comprefs of lint, or foft tow, 
wrung out of the dregs of red wine, to 
which may be added a few drops of the 
aq. litharg. acetati fliould be often ap- 
plied, 
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plied, and fecured by a linen bandage, fo 
as to make a firm compreffion on the part;' 
or a comprefs may be fprinkled with fine 
powder of myrrh, frankincenfe, and dra- 
gon's blood, or impregnated with the 
fmoke of turpentine call on burning coals. 
Or, fuppofitories may be made of powder 
of balauftines, red rofe leaves, and oak- 
bark, in honey, and introduced into the 
bowel, after going to ftool. — It may be 
found expedient to have the part fup- 
ported at fuch times, by a fervant placing 
a finger on each fide the gut: but this 
caution will not be neceffary unlefs the 
complaint has been of long Handing, or 
the defcent be confiderable. 

When this is the cafe, aftringent fo- 
mentations and injections will alfo be ex- 
pedient. Thefe may be made of a decoc- 
tion of the cortex querci, which muft 
fometimes be rendered more powerful by 
the addition of alum, the quantity of 
which fhould be increafed as the part may 
be able to bear it. 

Should 
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as it frequently does in adults, in, whiftl* 
the bowel may not be eafily returned, on 
account of fupervening tumour and in- ' 
ilammajipHj, the. $3^rg wjll ifcsvcr fail 
to yield to an inje&ion of cold wajej; 
Viixh. a, 6;w dxoj$ of the aq r ; ly:ha,ifgyri ace- 
mk y&k #?«■«! i;ea of the tift& ; flf*> 
Afl. hour, or two, after f^ch, an, ifljeflaoft 
has. been, th^9v;n up, the, pgakigljed, j# n 
tefline, #ough pesfca^ bJadfe, as ^ as, 
ftojfen, w^llbe %fld ta Retire of- itfctfi, 
tfep feda.ti.ve quality, of ljhc injection t*., 
m<?,vhjg tha <paj*ro. and, ftri#vje x which, 
afforded the only im^gdjajeaft w &«• w- 
afcent of the bow,el. 

ChijjDrsj^ affected vji(h. thjs compter 

fl*wW9l^wy*.%opahafd, flajt-bp&©»wdi 

ftojol, or a, chair without arraa, and ofi 
fash 4. height that their feet npay, not touch, 
the ground. — For children of eight or Sen; 
.years, oWi who. take much exercUe, ue- 
cojtrfe, may be had to. Ms. Goocu's fufpea- 
fpry to improved: by Mir, ^umjatv,, ia- 
yqt, «. h ftcad 
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ftead of the linen bandage above recom- 
mended. '"?-' 



■ Discharges ;/«m the VagiUa."" 

■X hise are either fanguineous, mucous,' 
or purulent.— As I rpeak'profeffcdlyonly 
of appearances before the age of puberty, 
I have merely : to remark on the firft-, that 
infants have fometimes fuch a difcharge 
from the vagina a few days after' birth, 
and, : that- the like happens to girts of 
eight or ten years old ; but neither ap- 
pears to be of any confequence. Should, 
it however, on any account, be thought 
riecefftry to pr-efcribe fome thing, a little 
ttftaceous powder, or magncfia, accord- 
ing to the ftate of the -bowels, will be 
Efficient, as the difcharge always disap- 
pears in a few days. 

- Children of five or fix years old, are 
fubjeift to a mucous gonorrhoea, rc- 
fenibUng the genuine'fluor atbus of adults, 
which will in fome inftances be in an 
exceflive 
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eiceffive quantity, fo as to run through 
all their clothes ; and is fometimes, though' 
rarely, tinged with blood. If it were fuf.' 
fered to continue, it would probably in- 
jure the health, but I believe may always 
be cured, by one or other of the meani 
recommended for the next, which may be 
called purulent gonorrhoea. 

This is alfo no uncommon complaint 
even in children of two or three years old, 
and is then, in genera!, eafily removed by a' 
little cooling phyfic, and keeping the parts 
perfectly clean. I have fometimes made 
ufe of a lotion of the aq. litharg. acet. 
comp. which I believe is preferable to moft 
others, if had recourfe to in the com- 
mencement of the complaint ; and if 
there be any excoriations, they mould be 
covered with the unguent, ceruflie ace- 
tata=, fpread upon linen, or lint. In- 
stances will now and then occur in this 
fpecies alfo, in which the quantity of dis- 
charge will be exceedingly great, fo as to 
run down the child's limbs, feveral times 
in the day ; and will laft for two or three 
L 2 weeks: 
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weeks,: but it has. always disappeared in, 
that timc„ and not uncommonly, where 
it has been the moft copious,, ceafes al-. 
mad fuddeuly. 

Whim the purulent difcharge makes its 
appearance much later, as it not unfre- 
(jpipntly does,, and- is- much difcoloured, 
and fettd, it gives- rife to- a fuipicion, 
which young practitioners cannot be. too 
guarded againft. There are, indeed; in- 
ftances of little girls, not more than fix 
years old» being injured; and it is of con- 
fequence to make a judicious difcrimina- 
tion : but there are on the other hand* in- 
ftances. of a very fufpictousr appearance, 
as late as the age of thirteen or fourteen* 
where no injury could be received without 
the confeat of the party, who is generally 
perfectly innocent, and where,, therefore, 
the lead fufpicion would be very difttef- 
fing to- her, and might make a whole 
family miferable.* 

Dis- 

* Induced bj motives of humanity, t nope I may be 
pcmitte&to arid- a word or two roorc-on Him .fubjoftj 

Asm 
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Discharges with the woril appearances 
are frequently carried off in eight orten 
days, merely by the treatment above re- 
commended; but I have reen fame cafes 
■in the'yaungeft'fubjects, -oFti 'bad 'habit eff 
•body, where mercury, as a tJeobftnrcnt, 
■has proved ufeful, though I could not 
"have'the-leafi: fufpicron wfa venereal taint. 
•In fuch cafes, I have found "Ward's white 

ftrtee "the -prudence -and information of praftlflOMrs 
may not only prevent a vail deal of unneceflaij tlilielt 
to many worthy families, but may even five the cha- 
racter, or life of another party fufpeQed of criminality. 
For, befides many inftances wherein inattention or ig- 
aaraocc, might ^ive rife -to injurious iufci«(ow,iti»fi)e 
are cafes which call both tot great attention and ex- 
perience, in order to form a jufl and decided opinion. 
I have, indeed, known the difcharge to be fo ill' 
coloured and fetid, and attended not only with grteat 
J»»n and intern ma tioo, am) excoriation in different 
parts, but nob. tunvrar a«d :Other .apii6arano«s-4f 
violence .offered, about the furca, and . in other itn- 
fiances, with an abfeeii in the labia; that , had lh* 
patient herfelf advanced any charge, 1 fear, I fhould 
not have'befitatedtolhavejoined in with it; and yet 
from the eve*t, aswellii tbeTuhoJerfaiflmtyiOfdeAwral 
cafes, it has been very .eyMtnt, lhat.flftJtwriafiajjury 
Jwd'beeo received, 

L 3 drop 
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drop a more convenient medicine than 
any other prepartion of mercury : it may 
be given in the dofe of half a drop, and 
by degrees, be increafed to two and even 
three drops, once or twice a day, for two 
or three weeks. But where this has failed, 
J have only to add, that I have been at- 
ways able to fucceed by giving the de- 
corum . corticis, cum balfam. copaibae, 
ovi vitel. folutum ; which is alfo an ad- 
jnirable njedicine in (he fluor ajbus of 
adult^ 



■Om'tbe Venom of lusters, and ^certain 
'*' ' .'" Animals. 

•i 

'.'X HoupH the following accidents, like 
ibme others before mentioned, are not 
confined to any age, they are, at leaft ? 
Jtibte formidable when they fall to the lot, 
of little children, On .this account, it 
may not be improper to recommend fuit- 
ablc antidotes againft the bite, or fting of 
. - venomous. 
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venomous infe&s, particularly thcwafp, 
gnat, and other flies.' ■< Indeed, for the 
moll venomous, [fiich ; help.,can;"rarely be 
had before confiderabje inflammation has 
ul^en place; after- whkb. i$ will take it* 
rouric,„and.wUl continue, if occaiioned, 
by a gnat, threA.days, and by fi>me other 
infects, ; ibr : fix j ■ though . the , tormenting 
itching --may- be %Ufly ( ed much fooner by " 
xfcc rne4ns{of;ipnjperapplications. If she 
bite ihpuld.bo ?n the eyelid, the infide 
of the lip, or ear, vtiy troubjefomefymp. 
toms may follow, and .the. infant will be 
vexed by U.MQWdingly. k .-j; '"• 'I 

„ ; fe the ftbfence of better remedies, thf 
fkft application may be.qf the ftrongeft 
fpkit at.handj threeiparts, two of vinegar, 
lind one 'of' f'wect-ojlj' taking care it do 
not : gc kin&o -tk & *y es. , But as foon as may 
bc,. t fhe. fotyftwjflg lhould-', be; -applied very 
freqiiept^j,. which wilLcheck the progrefs 
Of, the venom, and allay the pain and itch T 
H*ftiaimediatelj(. n: i r-.-v t 

v ,,,, t* ft.Spir, 
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<fr. ; S|*h'tl«lt*arafi, $». ••■ ' 

■ ASStiWftih ■■•> ■■'• <■-. 

• ■ ■ ' *i«ss«NtaK •• ■■<>■>■-<■ 

Hi #Meh, '» ihe-iWjtH-y Sfc a« 'i9o>'«»» 

mH>aWr"«m<!«Wtd ! ISltKI$l>.< 

ta«,fcoTthe'e8mmon<Mjg<%hi»i*i- 

IWrtenrittg itcM% Mil «hiW*h Sf a VSfy 

ftiieiteAin,^tiBHB<:»:rt«iii»fr8i««'pe#f« 

iswfy cttme'ReS, 'open viHkges, but win 
«fe ffiriWMflfes -ktiife -bUftjjfc'ias M'ge '« 
pigeons eggs, and :(»>)1 *SS*me HftiSitWS 
«Jr feWftH '«y», • A Xfcj^ ig«§d Kfjfiita- 
(lanfe *in%lr<w*(1. « rftrtrtl *j*tsttlty «TF 
eIWeaJH,'»«il JSVSMps of IMtaffltv: 
8h aW^o»MJMAer«8r*tfelehe<lfte%r 

m-mmta-. ■ =B8fithrwsft'»ppifea«at, » 

Wlfcfe, l «St«tlM 1 *l% 1 *ra«S* , «f : 'the-'«ljc«B 
lftlW8Hetf!iite^**eifileifnn«HflWHSH 
rfrehfc^Bs'fto.'WHHi.^MHleclalely 
takes off the heat and itcMnJ'; ■4MH-*toelW 
be repeated for half an hour at a time, 
" f - ' * * " every 
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■*W*y*«*WearTd*fr*bttf9, -a8'idn£* L ni*y 

-*ft; n$ce*a¥y. 

-^Jft fHng'dfloWetffrftS&Sfcafl fdrmitihies 
-UN* ftttfhd *op^Ret(^fe'<*fte, 'ol-inoreef 

ifl*^WbPi^nt Vfetfek, iftM "htfs then 'phi. 

iducad^*i'»jbpe*mnc* ¥httt would have ; beeh 

'vwyafelrhiiftg^fildh rbtit&s could convt-y 
*'«tfiy%ftWbWpoMbh. *f tavel&nkrge 
-brtttttfftibf tytttjfH&fckh, vfety ttitttid artU 

-ftfcfldflrtd, RgiS*fHg from *ht Ifchuokles ■fb 
Hrtie ^filU, >£#tx*ue4fcg an fctmoft: itiailer- 
*able iKhiiig Mid burning, until (be Itift 
MrtehironBdirenKdyihfls'btfcH. ap$d i*d j «hi<h 
'has pftSmHf <afcttted iphafe uoubleftmfc 
-^wqswffl*. KHd it>a#ried tfPtRfc'fat&fefs 
-tfnd^SffllnWtten by ** ihfttt tfay.-'-Ftfr 
the ■ highly *ttionrk>u* ibice -of ihe *H£e», 
the immediate application of olive-oil is 
the .well-known, and eertftin-. remedy;; -as 
well as the internal exhibition dftlw -vola- 
tile alcaji, . 

.'Under, the painful imprefnoni of -an 
«*fal -accident that happened in my own 
'fiftnily, fdme ytfafs^ago, at'rtte rime 'I was 
engaged in this part of the work, ( though, 
'■•■' ■'■' I thank 
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I thank God, the alarm terminated hap- 

pily), I cannot avoid dropping a , few 
words on the envenomed bite of: morbidly 

<INXA(^D. ANIMALS.* It IS TlOtJmy i&tCH- 

tion,, however,; -to advert .to the peculiar 
j nature of thisraoftimalignant poifbn, nor 
to enumerate the' -many deceitful remedies 
that have been it different times propofed 
.with an. air of/ infallibility, whole inefH- 
cacyis .well Icnown.f Nor is it mjr rfc- 
fign jo propofe any p$y(, remedy* but raw 
fther to lament, that the belt preventives 
iftwuldlx £& ill attended to, -patticukrly 
junongft. the , inferior. claLs of people^ to 
: -wb*n> /this dreadful. accident happens: 06- 
.tener than -to th«_ rich. And on this ac- 
count, a? well as the fubjec* being rarely 



. * Tb* (Ilfeife among D*gi, has been know-ii, h is 
fald, about £050 years. ; 

t In regard to dipping, or father, half- drowning in 
ftp lea, I fliall juft remark, that I ihould have more 
hope of its ■ efficacy upon the fitli approaches of the 

hv drop hubi a, than as a preventive very foon after the 
We. ' , ".' ! j "'[ 



treated 
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treated of, it is hoped, the intention will 
apologize for obtruding a friendly caution 
in this place. For, after a good deal of 
experience, and much inquiry and read- 
ing on. this i'ubjedi, X am confident, that 
nothing ought, in any inftance, to be de- 
pended upon, but -taking out the injured 
parts, by the knife or cauftic, or both; 
which if duly and timely effected, can- 
not fail. to. prevent every evil appre- 
hended,* But whenever the fituation of 
the wound may not admit of. going deep 
pnough to infure fuccefs,, or. too much 
time may already have elapfed, the ftrongcr 
mercurial ointment ought .to be.. rubbed in 
very freejy, fo as to raife .a. fajivation $ 
which has not only been thought ,ta have 



* Since former editions of this work, tfail opinion 
is further confirmed by the cafes of Mr. Jesse Foot, 
published in Dr. Simmons's Medical Facts and Ob- 
servations ; in which we fee the different fucceft at* 
tending excifion of the parti, and various other highly 
extolled remedies, even in fubjeds bitten by the fame 
animal. A remarkable cafe is alio given in the 4th vol. 
of the Memoin of the Medical Society of len&n, .by 
Pr.jAMUSlM). .* 

proved 
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prevfcfl *n effecruai prophylactic, but to 
ftttye alfo fucceected *even where evident 
iymptoms ttf infection had taken place ■:* 
Though'nicli teftitnony, I-am ferry to add, 
fc much weakened by <many later experi- 
■mtnts. 

■ For 'the Yaifce eT fuch readers as 
may 'ndt 'hare opportunity for reading 
many dfflrreht 'publications, it may not 
be jfupeffluous to fubjoin the judicious 
directions of the faculty in Paris, fub- 
toriltea to the Committee of public in- 
ftmclidn, wMch -wiH bring (he "whole of 
the indications into view. 

■ Let 'the wound and the furrounding 
parrs :v be Well Wafhed with lukewarm 
water, 'to take Tiff the -flaver as much as 
poflible. 

; fcw the wouniJed Belh be then inftantly 
pit out with a fharp inftrament, or cau- 
tB«ftdwitrthot iron, or with -fpiritof -nitre. 



** tte'ljt^ett'l.leminrtor la Sttiit! nfate de Mettc- 
**! «*»**< IfBS.ftte-'/irftft— Twtot. Dr. Layatid, 
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or vitriol, commonly known by- the ua*nc. 
of aqua, fortig, and oil of vitriol. * 

Suppuration will be accelerated,, and. 
pain alleviated, by filling and covering. t}ie 
wound with a poultice of bread and milk 
applied; lukewarm, and renewed every four 
hours. 

Let the fumounding parts be then, rub- 
bed, with flrong mercurial oinimeot. If 
the danger be imminent, and the bites 
deep, or numerous, falivation fhould be 
excited; as foon as pofflble. It is alfo 
nfioefiftry in this extremity, to cut away, 
burn, or cauterize the flelh around the 
wound, even although-. 1c fliould appear 



* Dr. ffami/ton'i experience confirms the* efficacy of 
mcifioQ in numerous instances, when, done event at 
late as- the fifth. acd ijxtli day after the bite;_ ajid in. 
fome inflances after re- inflammation of the bitten 
parts, and commencement of the Pvmptoma. IfJe alfo 
prefers an excifioo of the parts, as more, certain, then. 
lue cauiiLc, uulefc the kali purum is made' ufe of. 
wliic.lv forming an immediate cfchar to fome depth, 
theefchar may be removed by a fpatula, andtliccauftic 
be repeated- immediately , a» often. a& maybe judged 
ccceffary. 
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to be healed up. It is certain, that the 
wound opens, when the hydrophobia 
makes its appearance. 

In a work calculated, for as extenltve 
ufefulnefs as the writer's refources may 
fupply, it can fcarcely be judged impro- 
per te add to all that I have faid, the 
pertinent obfervations found in Dr. Ha- 
milton's laft edition on this melancholy 
diforder, as guards, or preventives of 
injury. 

.The following fymptoms, he tells us, 
may be noticed in dogs about to become 
rabid : 

ift. A difinclination to food. 

ad. A marked melancholy. 

3d. The eyes appearing mixed and dull. 

Thefe fymptoms, he fays, mark the 
firft ftagej yet with fcarcely any thing 
pathognomonic. But, it is added, that 
the animal now occafionally forgets his 
matter, and is irregularly peevifti ; and 
it becomes at this time highly proper to 
regard our fafety, and not to truft him if 
he fnarls, nor to carefs him. 

The 
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■ The fecbnd ftage is niore' diftinefly 
marked j the dbg does not feed with' 
avidity, though he does hot refuft either 
his victuals, or drink % the latter in no 
ftage offending him as it does man under 
this difeafe. But he (huns other dogs, ; 
and is. equally feunned by them. A con- 5 
vexity may likewife be difcbvered in his' 
back, formed by drawing his hinder to- 
wards his forefegs ; and an extreme dry- 
hcfs of his nofe. . . : 

In the laft ftage he Iofes all recollection, ' 
quits his matter's houfe, runs forward anjr : 
where, aiid nifties, without barking, at 
every animal coming in- -his way; but' 
turns not afide to bite any; and within the 
fpace of two days after dies convulfed. • If' 
he be tied up, he bites at his chain in. 
this ftage, and is furious if approached. • 

I have only to add, (what it is, indeed,- 
a great fatisf action to be able to fay.) 
that, dreadful -as this accident is where 
the poifon has taken effect, it is evident, 
that only a very fmall proportion of thole 
who are bitten by animals actually en- 
raged. 
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»S«I» V c 9 me rt reaJ.ly, infp^ed;* For- 
tunately, thfr clothe* fometimes prg^&% 
defence, by. wiping off tfce T fp^m. fcqjp. 
the animaifc teeth;, at others, icdoe^npfr 
happen, to. be forced VW» the wound, or- 
is not yet pplTe.lJfidof a ppifonpus qualify;, 
or laftly, it; is, not absorbed, or the fyftenft 
may not. be- i$ a ftate to be ifl^e^ed., 
Thefe alfertions are fupported by jujrnber- 
kfs fads, though much Jefe frequent,. 
perhaps, in London than in fomc other 
parts, efpeciaily in the vicinity of large 
forefls on the Continent, where fucb. ani- 
mals, are very comnionjy njet with,, and, 
often wound great numbers of people* 

It is, doubtleft, the uncertainty of {fee 
bad confequences, of fuch injuries, that has 
fupported the credit of many fallacious 
remedies on this melancholy occafion. 
Encouraging-, therefore, as the aboxe cir- 
cumstances certainly are, it would, in- 
deed, be madnefs to confide in them, 
where the: proper remedy may be made 

* &r. Haai&>M.{i.y&, not one in fluesn, 

ufe 
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life of in time ; and though I mould with 
to conceal rather than fpread thefe ac- 
knowledged facts, could I think the/ 
would have fuch an effect,* it is on the 
other hand, no fmall fatisfaclion, that 
fuch encouragement may be juftly held 
put to thofe who may be under any alarm 
for themfelves or their friends. 

Disorders 

Recorded under ob/hlete Terms by 

Anciknt Writers. 

X should here clofe the account of Dif- 
eafes, did I not meet with feveral others 
recorded by the ancients, which it may 
therefore be proper to take fome notice 
of. They appear in the works of Rbazes t 
Paulus, CEtius> Fabridus ah Aquapendente, 
Cel/us, Primero/e, and a few lefs ancient 

• Indeed-, ■ late, and well-known, melancholy m- 
flauce of reAia amixa, in a medical gentleman, and 
the uncertainty of the more ordinary means, might 
fufficiently caution every one from neglecting any fof- 
picious cafe, or tmftijig lo inadequate remedies. 

vol. ii. M writers. 
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writers. Of fome of the difcafes there 
mentioned, I know nothing but from tlw 
authors own account of them, fxt that 
they are needlefs diftinctions. of difeafes 
(already fufficiently noticed) which the an- 
cients were very fond of making, efpo* 
cially in complaints of the (kin j but caq 
anfwer jio practical end ; of the others a 
more particular account will be given. 
Among the difeafes recorded by thefe 
writers are, Lentes, Hifpiditas, Acheres, 
Favus t Pforaphtbalmia, Impetigo, RanuU 
or Batracbos, Seria/fs, Pasiflbmia, Parulis, 
Inflatio, Crinones, Malum Pilare t Pbtbi- 
tiafis, Hydroa, Mattes. 

The firft fix are affections of the fkin, or 
of the eye-lids. Acbores and Favus are a 
fort of Crufta-ladea, fo called by fome, 
when of a dark colour, or ulcerated, aod 
extending to the headend Impetigo when it 
attacks the chin; but by others f. he terra 
Acbores is applied only' to adults. The 
Scald-head alio, denominated Tinea when 
the fcabs have refembled moth-holes in 
cloth, and' Favus when like a honey- 
comb, has been by forae termed Acbvret, 
when 
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when the difcharge has betfn -uhufua! ly 
acrimonious. Pfiropbthalttisa is Confined 
to the eye-lids, and re fo named "byCE-riiis, 
•nd others after him. .•■•...■'■ 

Ramula is faid to be an inflammatory 
tumour of the parts under the tongue, 
and according to the ancients, particu- 
larly of the veins : it fometimes ulcerates, 
but often prefents a fpecies offoftand 
lax oedema. Celsus fays the tumour is 
rometimes mclofed in a cyff, which- mu"ft 
be taken out ; the operation for w"h'ich is 
fully deTdribed by AoyAPENDEN*E. r '-Al- 
though fiich feemingly different accounts 
are given of this complaint, ; the ~Rannlk 
appears to be no more thananirifar&io'n 
of the fiiblingual glandv arid 'f believe, 
is not very common eirjier iji ittfents;'- or 
adults; andindeed is mtiitty an endemic 
complaint. ,1 have feen it, however, in 
this- country, ir* both j arid- at this time 
am attending an in&nt ?ft w4rom It rofe 
very fuddenty, arid afte* mcrt&fing greatly 
for rwo meftths, antf '■continuing very 
hard, i»- at tft« moment feecdmingj Soft 
M 2 and 
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and loofe, and is considerably diminifheci 
in its fiae. I have feen it in an adult 
bigger than the Iargeft walnut, and was 
then very troublefome, both in fpeak.ing 
and deglutition. When of fuch a fize, 
it is ufually foft, and contains a fluid, 
and fometimes calcareous concretions, 
owing to an obft ruction of the falivarr 
duits. . In this cafe, it needs only to be 
opened, and to be cleared of all the con- 
cretions; but if it be hard, the whole 
tumour mull be extirpated. Tclpius 
relates a cafe in which the matter ad- 
hered fp firmly, that the furgeon, after 
having laid open the cyft-, was obliged 
to have recpuffc to the actual cautery to 
deftroy the infphTated juice. Seriafis^ from 
pipe;, ?*'<* caput quaft excavation cernitur ; 
the bones about the fontandle, or fome- 
times the membrane enlj, .being dc- 
prcfled, or drawn in. Paulus (Lib. i.) 
defcribea it as an inflammation about the 
cerebrum, in which the brain is faid 
often-times to mortify within three days j 
but if it fbould not, the child, it is faid. 
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will recover * I have never met with any 
thing like this diforder accompanied with 
a depreflion of the fkull, though I have 
ieen the precife depreflion unaccompanied 
with any difeafe, and fomething very like 
the difeafe without the depreflion. The 
latter was noticed in an infant of five 
weeks old, who died of convulfion fits, 
the brain appearing as if in a ftate of mor- 
tification, and fmelling exceedingly fetid. 
Pariftbmia is an inflammation of the ton- 
fils, or throat, but is certainly not com- 
mon in this country; it is hinted by 
Hippocrates in his book de Dentitione. 
Parulis is a complaint defcribed by Paulus 
as a painful tumour about the gums ; 
Rhazes calls it a bliftcr in the mouth. 
Inflatio is a diftention of the (kin from 
wind or water after a child has been re- 
duced by long illncfs. Crinones, or Grubs, 
is little known as a difeafe, I believe, in 



* Perhaj* Wfipetrata may allude to this difeafe, AJiA. 
5Q. fe£t. 7. " Quibui cerebrum fideratum ell, intra trei 
lliei iuWrkiftt, £ vero hos iiiperasetiot, ijuii faint. 

M 3 Europe. 
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Europe. • \t is a fetretion from the feba- 
ceoui ghvnds, wid appears on the arms, 
legfc and backi pffuckiog children ; and 
ii abfurdly enough thought by fome t<s be 
produced by in&cis:* older children are 
often found to ha vc: fome appearances of 
it, but it feldom affords them further 
trouble than a little itching, and they 
amufe chemfdves by forcing out of the 
firin what they call worms. — In the in- 
fiance of infants fo affected, rubbing the 
parts with a coarfe cloth, by the fire-fide, 
is all thai will ufually be necefiary in 
northern climate.*. 

Thovoh this kind of afieclian is gene- 
rally of little, confequence, whether in in- 
fants, or young children, I have never- 
thelcfs, fometimes known it prove a very 
traublefome complaint in older fubjecta, 
efpecially in females about the time of 
puberty. In fuch inftanccs, the whole 
neck, back, and breaft, will be covered 
with little black fpots, which gradually 

* AlTHITC, Ljeutasb. PgAcrtr. 
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inflame till the parts become totally co- 
vered With heated pimples. Thefe at firft 
itch intolerably; fo as frequently to keep 
the patient from fleep through the greater 
riart of the night i tind in coftfequence of 
being continoaHy rubbed, turn to tittle" 
inflamed and angry -boils. When fome of 
thefe have dilcharged the febaceous mat* 
ter, and are healed up, others will arife, in 
fuccefllonj and at -the end of feveral 
months, the fuperior parts of the body 
are. covered -with. them. . 

.After making 1 trial of common- purge's 
and alteratives, to .no lafting advantage* 
2. have cured the coiriplaint by wafhing 
the parts morning and evening, for' a few 
days, with Ihe letio &ponace% and after- 
wards rubbing in a little ungucntum hy- 
drargyri hitrtii j and when the foreneft 
has gone off, making ufe of a proper 
fleflubrufh, for two or three months. The 
patient may/ at the fame time take fifteen 
or twenty drops of the aqua kali pp*. two 
or three times a day, in 3 cup of fauafras- 
fea, or milk and water. 

M 4 A com- 
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A complaint fometimes confounded 
with the former, is that called Morbum 
fHare, and is fuppofed to be fpoken of 
by Hildanus as fadJy tormenting one of 
bis own children. It is alfo mentioned 
by Parey ; but I have never met with 
it myfelf. It is laid to be owing to hairs 
not duly expelled, which ftick in the ikifi, 
efpecially in the back of 'young infants, 
whom it torments by an inceflant itch- 
ing, and fometimes raifes fmall tumours. 
The cure is faid to confift in fomenting 
the parts, and then pulling out the hairs 
with a pair of nippers. 

Pbtbiriqfis, or Morbus pedicuhfm is a 
complaint I mould not have mentioned, 
were it not fometimes found very trou- 
blefome, and the heads even of children 
who are kept the mod cleanly, much 
peftered with thefe ugly vermin. It is 
not therefore intended to treat of it as a 
difeafe in other parts, (which are fome- 
times equally occupied by them) and will 
be quite fufficient to fay, that the cure is, 
in general, very fimple, and requires only 
the 
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the hair to be fprinkled for a few days 
with the powder of ftaves-acre; a re- 
medy that is kept a fecret by fome foreign 
perfumers, who fell it at a great price. 
Should this be ineffectual, a very fmall 
quantity of the calx hydrargyri alba may 
be joined with it. Some people have 
ftrongly recommended an ointment made 
of parfley-fceds boiled in fre(h butter, 
which is to be well rubbed into the hair 
for three or four days. 

Hydroa, or Sudamina, is a trifling erup- 
tion from the fudorinc glands. Maries, 
or according to fome, atrophia laBentium, 
is applied to a decay, faid to arife 
either from worms, (and is then called 
atrophia verminofa)* or to the unfuitable- 
nefs of the breaft-milk, which though it 
may be good in its kind, will not prove 
alike nourishing to all children. The 
milk is then properly directed to be 
•changed, upon which it is remarked, the 
Child will often recover, as I ihall have 

• See Huais. 
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occafion to notide tbtiottM fargr, iit this 
{fan/ volume, on the management of cbiU 
dren. Thia diibrder is, however,- a trua 
atrophy, or marafmUs, from whattyer 
taufe ; and into which, ah infant nitty fall 
in confequence of almdft any 1 of ;tbc tjon» 
plaints treated of in the foregoing pageaj 
v/lien they may happen to .prove of very 
long continuance, 

I hats now gone through all that have 
been ufually ranked amongft tho difcwdert 
of infants, and Have taken fiifficietw .no- 
tice, as 1 apprehend, of evwy complaint 
worth mentioning, that 1 have met with 
either in my reading or praericd ; and may 
flatter myfelf this trait will be found! to 
pci0e& the advantage of complete,ne& 
above every work of thti kind. That no* 
thing may be over-looked, it remains to 
take notice of feme cungekite difordrtv, 
and external bletfllfhes t and fiyft of fchafc 
about the I lead. 



Ewcs- 
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Excephalocelk, or Hbrnia of the Bhain. 



M. 



Lahy infants come into the world with 
various parts imperfectly formed, efpeci- 
ally about the head ; and never more 
Commonly than in the upper part of the 
fltull. If the deficiency be very great, 
and accompanied with a like want of 
brain, fuch fetufes fall under the clafs of 
Momters, and being never born alivc^ 
are not fubjt&s of this work. 

The Hernia of the brain, on the other 
hand, is met with in infants otherwife 
completely formed, and is generally cura« 
ble. The public is indebted to Monf. 
Ferrattd for an accurate description of this 
complaint, given in the 5th vorame of 
the Memoires de L' Academic royate da 
Gkirurgie. 

T»iEnceprttlocdei!afoftcircnmfcrib* 

cd tumour, ufuaJly of a round form, and 

corxefpondent in iize with the extent of 

the 
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the deficiency of cranium j to which the 

complaint is owing. It is without fluc- 
tuation, or difeolouration of the (kin,, but 
is attended with a perceptible pulfation 
of the brain, which Synchronizes with 
the pulfe. The tumour retires and dis- 
appears upon prefiure, and is always 
iiruate either on one of the fontanelies, or 
in the courfe of one of the futures, and 
is never larger than a pullet's egg. Where 
the defect in offification is very considera- 
ble, a much larger portion of brain is 
confequently protruded, which ftricHy 
fpeaking, it were lefs proper to call a 
difeafe, than a fatal mal-formation, as it 
is pertinently remarked by Men/. Ferrandg 
and no more refembles the true ertce- 
phalocele, than an eventration refembles 
the common inteftinal hernia. It will 
be very neceffary, however, carefully to 
diftinguifti this incurable evil from other 
foft tumours" of the fcalp, prefently to be 
noted, which it very much refembles % 
the latter having frequently the like pre* 
cife feel of a bony margin around them. 
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as is common, indeed, in cafes of extra- 
vafation upon any folid furface. The tu- 
mour is alfo colourlefs, and often as large 
as in the fatal ma 1- formation, but has a 
conJiderable fluctuation, and is further 
diftinguilhable by the tumour not retiring 
upon preflure, nor being attended with 
any pulfation. 

The Encephalocele is, indeed, eafily 
diftinguihed from them both, by the brief 
defcription above given of it j and fatal 
as it would be were it left to itfelf, re- 
quires only to be properly underftood, 
in order to adapt a rational and effectual 
remedy, which confifts only in a careful^ 
and due compreflion of the part. This 
may be effected by the application of a 
piece of meet-lead, fomewhat larger than 
the tumour, and pierced with holes, that 
it may be fewed to the child's cap. The 
compreflion mould at firft be very mo- 
derate, and never fo great as to give the 
infant pain, nor difturb any of the natu- 
ral functions ; though it fhoukl be gradu-r 
juMy increafed as the tumour {hall retire. 
This 
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This is alt that is required from art, th« 
cure being the bufinefs of nature, which 
if the child continue healthy, will pro- 
ceed in the work of edification, and in 
due time fill up the vacancy in the fkull. 
The protrufion of the brain was before 
an obftacie to this procefs ,- whilft the 
injury that tender organ muft fiiftain by 
the prefture from the fides of the bone, 
expofed it to all the evils which compres- 
sion never fails to produce, and which it 
were needlefs to enumerate in this place. 



. Tumours of the Scauv 

A. here are other rumours- on the head 
of new-bom infants, which it were im- 
proper entirely to pafs over. The one I 
fliall firft mention is of the leaft: import- 
ance of any, being occafroned merely by 
long compreffton in the birth. It is of 
different irzes, and the flcm is always dif- 
colpured i but in any cafe can feWom .re- 
quire 
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^lrif»n»i<rh:anentk»»MitfrequeBCljdirap- 

pears inafew hours. It" large, it is cofnmoB 
to. b&bc, or fomenfrfuch tumours with red 
wine, or with brandy, or vinegar, diluted 
w;ith water ; and in general they gradually 
fubfide, though fornctimes not perfectly 
forfereral days. Some of them, however, 
ace of more, confequcoce, and concern-. 
ing the treatment of which practitioners 
havoiljffbred ;. the abielute impropriety of 
opening any tumours arifing from cprrn 
preJSon having been conceived of by many. 
On..the:other hand, I believe, it may in 
Ibme.oafes be really neceflary, in order to 
prevent, a ttoaubiofprac fungous fore, and 
even a-Caries.of die fkull. Thedifariinin* 
ation, home-air, is fiitfkiently obvious, 
fuch afllflance being required only where 
the above remedies and ^omprelTipn have 
had no effect, and the twjoour is found 
Jenfibly to incwafe daj after day, which 
in forhe inftaaees h& been the cafe t? 
the cad of the month? Such growth is 
always owing to the extremities of the ar- 
teries ruptured by Jqagcompreffipn, be- 
* .¥« 
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ing (Till open, and pouring out an ichorou* 
fluid into the cellular membrane, and 
thereby keeping up, and increafing the 
original tumour. 

Upon opening the integuments, a bloody 
fluid is let out, and the tumour nearly 
fubfides, which afterwards requires no- 
thing but moderately aftringent applica- 
tions and prefTure, which fhould be con- 
tinued for a little time after the aperture 
is clofed. 

Another kind of tumour, of a more 
unfavourable appearance, was hinted at 
under the article of Kncephalocele, and 
of which it may be proper in this place to 
take a little further notice. Thefe tu- 
mours contain a kind of ferum, and are 
often vtrf large, but without that dif- 
colouration of the fcalp and bruifed ap- 
pearance, which there conftantly is in 
thofc laft defcribed, nor do they, indeed, 
feem to arife from compreflion j 1 have, 
at leaft, feen them extending over a third, 
part of the head, and raifed an inch or 
more from the fkull, after the fhorteft and 
tnoft eafy labours. To the defcription 
before 
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before! given- of them- ir mgy be added,- 
that this- kind of tumour, I believe, will 
always fubfide very kindly, though forae- 
times not completely, until the end of the 
mbmh. Irt fame iriftances, it begins to: 
Jeffen in fix or eight days after birth, but; 
in others, not till near the end of the* 
third" week, and, then fubfidea very ra-. 
pklly i and as it falls, more and more of-j 
the fkull may he felt, from day 'to day, ino 
proportion as the- abfprption of the MuitJr 
takes place. To affift nature, therefore, 
in. thi* operation, embrocations of acetom 
diitil. fal ammoiiv crud. and fpfrit cam-.. 
phoratu^, mould be made -ufe of, with a, 
gentle coroprefljon of the part j as well as ,, 
keeping the bowels properly open. 



Lymphatk^Xw-Moups. tm.tfce Head .and 

■ ... Spins. .. . . . . . 

X here is another kjnd of tumour -ap-n 

pearing fometimes on the head.andat- 

others, qn forn< pa-m of the fpine,.- wUich,. 

-. yot. ii.- 1 N is 
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it fiat awing- to accident* is the birth, 
but is. of* morbid nature. The£e tumauss 
contain a lymph, and are attended vtith 
evident flodliuation, as. may be dsfeemad 
byi the touch ; and unlets they aue exceed- 
ingly final 1, ought in no cafe, J believe, 
to be putwftured, or even removed by li- 
gature, though adhering only by a final! 
pedicle. Thofc on the ipi-ne- of the neck, 
of book, or on the- loins, if they do not 
ag*fe from- the dura mater- iocloffflg the 
medulla fpkr<tlis>, fbem- to originate- at 
lc&ft from the periofteura- of the fpinc ; 
and (he- iffue having- a morbid fource, will 
be kept up- after the- tumours are opened, 
oreven totally extirpated, and preventing 
the fore from healmg, the- infant finks 
under the difcharge, or dies in convul- 
sions. 

But there are other tumours of a fimilar 
appearance, which being, nevertbelefs, of 
a different kind, may be fom crimes fafejy 
extirpated, and will be noticed below 
after the Spina Byfida, to which, like- 
wifc'riieybear a- confiderable refemblanc*. 
Imperfect 
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Imperfect Closure tf the Foramim 
ovale, and Canaus Arteriosus j 
with otbtr preternatural Conform 
mations of tbt Heart. 



X mb fubje&s of thefe affedtions have 
been termed pueres caeruleati j but tho 
afFe&ion itfelf might more properly lead 
to a name, and be termed cutis ciemleata; 
though neither would defcribe at all tho 
nature of the diforder. 

Dr. Sandefort, Mr. Abernkthy, and 
more lately Dr. Nbvifj of Glafgng^ have 
given inftances of it, which accord 
with thofc before offered t* the public, 
by other writers. 

Thefe morbid deviations appearing in 
different parts,* have in all the lame tea* 
dency, vis. in a greater of lei* degree. 



* See Morig W*h Etff.Vl.Ari. 12. Loud. Med. 3«mai t 
[age *. and Sted. Otfirv. V hq.-val.il 
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to obftruft the paflage of the blood through 
the lungs, which in fome inftances has 
cojitjnued nearly the fame as in the un- 
born-fetus. " The peculiarity, is fome- 
tijnes in the pulmonary artery, which is 
confirmed, or clofed, as it rifes from 
the right ventricle ; at others, in the fep- 
tum cordis, which has an unnatural open- 
ing, afford ing a free communication be- 
tween the two ventricles; fometimes in 
the aorta arifmg equally from the anteri- 
our and pofteriour ventricles; and fome- 
times in the imperfecT: clofure of the fora- 
men ovale, or the canalis arteriofus. 
; Thefe fources. of difeafe are mentioned 
merely with a view of pointing out the 
fymptoms by which they may be known, 
and -not of attempting a remedy; which 
is out of our power. The recital, how- 
ever, may ferve to prevent fruitlefs at- 
tempts, and perhaps. the aggravation of 
the fymptoms, and confequent diftrefs of 
the patient, where upon due knowledge of 
the difeafe, art has, evidently, nothing to 
offer. The imperfections are owing entirely 
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to an original mal-formation of parts, or 
to a deficiency in the powers of the fyftetn 
foon after birth j the only time in which 
that diverfion to the circulation can take; 
place, which nature has intended upon 
the change made in cohfequence of re- 
fpiration^ 

■ The precife time when this new mode 
of circulation fhould take place, is not 
attempted to be fettled, the paflage be- 
tween the auricles, and that between the 
two great arteries, being open in children 
of very different ages ; nor do both always 
clofe at the fame time. It is conjec- 
tured, however, that this procefs ought 
to begin from the birth, as it is found to 
do in the remains of the veflels of the 
funis umbilicalis;* fo that, although the 
fetal apertures in the heart mould not bs 
actually impervious at the end of fome 

' * It is probable, however, that they are not very 
firmly doled for fome time, as I have eaflly forced the 
yefleli open, by an injection, -in children who have, 
died at the end of the month. 

} .. N 3 months, 

D,giliz e d by GoOgk 
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months, it is imagined that fome con- 
flriction has ufually taken place, and that, 
at leaft, fome check is given to the blood's 
pafling from one fide of the heart to the 
other, in the free manner it does in the 
fetus. This, it is natural enough to con- 
ceive, and I apprehend, is owing to a 
greater quantity of blood rufhing into the 
Iungs,inconfequenceof refpiration,( which 
leifens the difficulty of entering that or- 
gan ; J by which means, a greater quantity 
flows into the left auricle from the pul- 
monary veins, which filling the part, 
pfbhibits an entry from the right. Upon 
the like principle, the aorta being more 
diftended by a large quantity of blood 
from the left ventricle, does not allow 
the pulmonary artery to empty itfeif into 
it by the canalis arteriofu*. 

Sometimes one of thefe apertures is 
found open, and the other clofed up, efpe- 
cially the canalis arteriofus,. which is of 
the greater confequencej the foramea 
ovale having in feveral inftancc* been 
found pervious in adults j and it is ima- 
gined 
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.gifted is always fo, in thofe davdus who 
.ca* remain the beffler part of an hour 
under water. 

WuETHEte the preOernaturai aperture tw 
in the.vefleh, auricles, or ventricles ; or 
wherefoever any morbid ftriifture may be, 
whenever it may prove of any confea. 
quence, the conftaat fymptoms attending 
it are a difcdouration of the face and 
Reck, with a floe-blue, or leaden-colour- 
of the lips, fuch as is met with in fame 
fits of afthma ; and fometrraes an unna- 
tural eoldnefs of the body. The difco* 
louration aJmbft always takes place very 
loon after birth, and is increafed, and at-* 
tended with difficulty of breathing-, as 
Often as the child is any wife agitated j'and 
whereby he is -difpofed to throw himfelf 
in a horizontal pofture. Thcfe fympwnnJ 
are not at all relieved by procuring {tools, 
by the warm-bath, or any other mean 
made *ufc of as a rrinedy for fits; aor 
can be, but by the child being kept as 
tranquil as poffible. 

N4 If 
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If the aperture be in' the canalis arter*. 
ofus, children qfually fink very foon un- 
der the complaint, (although this is not 
always the cafe,) of which I have'feen 
one inftance a.ihort tune ago; and' for 
.want, it- is imagined, of a due portion 
of. oaygen gas, owing to the full pro- 
portion of blood not palling through the 
lungs. But if thcaperturcbe in the in- 
fetiour parts of the heart, infants more 
commonly furvive for months,- -Or even 
for years ; altbongh forfie phyfiologtfti 
have conceived thdre may be the like dif- 
proportion of oxygenated blood, A re- 
cent inftance of fuch prolonged life, with 
an accurate account of the difeafe, is re- 
corded m the third vol. of the Medical 
Yran/aHians of the College. In fuch in- 
ftances, the fyftem having been accuf- 
tomed to the effects of this derangement, 
is better able to withftand them ; the pa- 
tient, however, can endure but little mo- 
tion, the heart becoming thereby fur- 
charged with blood, and rcfpiration ren- 
i ' dered 
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dered more difficult ; hence alfo the blood 
■is detained in the extremities, and the 
face, neck, and hands become particu- 
larly difcoloured. Some time, indeed, 
.before the patient links under the difeafe, 
the fymptoms are aggravated, and almoft 
the icaft motion endangers fuffocation'. 

Spina BYFrpA," or Hydro-rachitis. . 

,:JL his morbid affection is more com- 
monly known here by the former of thefe 
terms, though the latter is thought by 
jnany to be the more proper name ; the 
firft being taken only from an effect, the 
other being defcriptive of what is deemed 
the original difeafe. It is alfo known by 
other names, as writers have " been feve- 
rally imprelfed by the caufe, effects, or 
the appearance of the difeafe. Ruysch 
therefore calls itadropfy, and Bertran- 
01,* a hernia of the medulla fpinalis ,- the 

* Ojicre di Amimgio Btrtrimdi. Tomo ij. Torino 1786. 

medullary 
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medullary ftrmfhire bring in fame in- 
ftances deftroyed, and a fpongy fubftance 
filling up the cavity of the membrane. 
and protruding through the bynd fpine. 

It is remarkable, that this complaint, 
or malformation, chough now evert where 
to be met -with, was not deforibed, as I 
believe, before Tulpius wrote,* whofe 
obfervations and cafes were firfl: published 
in the year 1641, and afterwards with 
fome additions, as late as 1716, which is 
the edition I have feen, and contains an 
accurate account of the fpina byfida. 

Since the above period, the diforder has 
been regularly noticed by various writers t 
but not being a very common one, and 
very little having ever been attempted or 
propofed for its relief, I judged it fuffi* 
cicnt in the earlier editions of this work, 
barely to notice and defcribe the coin- 
plaint, in order to guard againft its being 
mirtaken, and an infant's life fhortemed, 
by raflily opening the tumour. But a* 

* T*ljtii ObferoationtsMeiiicina. 

various 
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various Iblitary cafes and obfcrvations are 
diffufed through different medical works, 
■, and none of the late writers having metho- 
dically collected and arranged them, nor 
any fincc Mortgagni paid much atten- 
tion to the fubjed ; I have now been in- 
duced to take it up more at large. Hir- 
ing alfo myfelf feen the difeafe about eight 
or ten times, (under which one child lan- 
guished feven weeks, and another feveral 
months,) as well as converted with many 
practitioners who have as often met with 
it; I have thought, that in a work de- 
voted to the difeafes of children, it might 
be agreeable, if not inftru&ive to the 
reader, to fee all that is of importance on 
the fubjecx. brought into one view. 

With this intention, I (hall briefly ad-- 
vert to the writers we are obliged to 
for any account of this congenite derange- 
ment! and after confidering its nature, 
caufe, and the periods at which it proves 
fatal, (hall ftate whatever has been pro- 
pofed, or attempted in a way of palliation, 
or cure. 

It 
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It is remarkable, that in a difeafe fof 
which fo little can be done, both the 
earlieft and lateft writers have agreed fo 
well in their opinion, and defcription of 
it; though fome, indeed, do little more 
than mention it, notwithftanding they all 
appear to have Teen the difeafe. It hath 
been obferved, that it does not feem to 
have been noticed by any of the ancient 
writers; and Tulpius himfelf appears to 
fpeak of it as of one he had not long been 
anywife acquainted withj we accordingly 
find him faying but little on its precife 
nature, or caufe. Soon after him wrote 
C. Stalpart Vander Wiel, and Muys*, 
the one in the year 1682, the other in 
1695, and about the fame time Bonetus*j 
but thefe throw very little light on the 
fubjec"t. Ruysch treats more largely up- 
on it, and it has been noticed, calls it a 
dropfy of the fpinal marrow, as the hy- 
drocephalus is of the head, or brain, and 



■ Praxis Medieo-Ckim-gica rational!!. 
' Scjtulch. 



with 
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with fome propriety, as will prefently ap- 
pear. Bidloo 1 , phyfictan to King Wil- 
liam the third, and Sai.zmannus 4 , his 
cotemporary, have noticed the difeafe. 
Rutty* gives a good anatomical account 
bf it. Titsinch wrote upon it in 1733". 
Zechar. Platner- 3 more fully in 1.745, 
and Acrell * in 1748. Van Swieten and 
Mortgagni wrote, it is well known, 
nearly at the fame time; the former of 
whom copies Tulpius and Ruysch, but 
the latter quotes various other writers, 
and takes as much pains to inveftigate this 
difeafe as almoft any other that he has re- 
corded. Our countryman Mr. Warner,* 
was well acquainted with it, and relatet 
an inftance of a man, living to twenty 
years of age, though the diforder had in- 



« Bidloo Ofiera txerdt. 7™'. 

* Differtatio dc quibuidam tumoribus lunicalh externh. 

* Pliilofifi/t.Tranf.Abr.volM}. inter an«os\119 t 1183. 

* DtSJiina Syfida. 

» Plainer! Infiilut. Ckirvrgk*. 

* Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences, at SHcihohn. 
» Surgical Cafe,, 1750. 

duced 
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duced a palfy of the lower extremities ; 
but not fo bad as to di fable him from 
walking. Dr. Monro, in his treatife on 
the dropfy, in 1756, merely names die 
difcaie; but Mr. White defcribes it well, 
in his furgical cafes, written in the fame 
year. Blanchard alfb mentions it; like- 
wife Monfieur Lk Cat f in 1765, Gooch 
in his Surgery in 1771, Ambrose Ber. 
thandi J in 1 786, and Louth § as late as 
1788. 

By the accounts given by thefe writers, 
tt appears, that this difeafe fixes either 
upon the fuperiour parts of the fpine, and - 
ft then feated upon the laft vertebra of the 
week, and the firft of the back ; or elfc is 
fewer down on the laft of the loins, or 
more commonly, on the os facrum, and 
is ufually upon the centre, and pofleriour 
part of thefe falfe vertebrae: but Wep- 



+ D'Jirtatio*Jiir la Senfibiliti (k la dart tnrrt, Sftv 
J O/itre id Ambroglo BtTtmJt Tomo ij, Tqtihv. 

I Ifh/d/r-gta Cfamrgit*. 

FEB. 
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urn * &v one on the right fide of the 
loins. 

The Ikin i* fometimes, entire, and forae- 
titQGs ruptured externally, at the birth; 
and in the latter cafe, 1 believe, the in- 
fant is always ftill-bora, at leaf!, it has 
been fo in all the inftances that I have 
met with : though fuch fetufes are often 
full-grown. In this cafe, the edges are 
prominent, and the centre is, of esurfe, 
deprefled, the ulcer very .much refem- 
bling the form of the human mouth when 
the angles of the lips are drawn together, 
and the middle part is pulhed forward. 

When the lkin is entire, the diieafe ap- 
pears in the form of a tumour, varying in 
iize from that of a pea, or even fmaller, 
to that of an half-crown piece ; being alfo 
more or lefs elevated. The higheft point 
is ufually very thin, and. foraetimes tran- 
fparent, from having no true lkin ; other 
parts of the tumour are red or livid, hav- 
ing very much the appearance of foroc 

cancerous 
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cancerous tumours upon the point of ul- 1 
ccration. The furface is generally very 
foff to the touch, efpecially in the- centre, 
from which a fluid retires upon preflure,- 
and round the margin of the fwelling the 
bony edges of the fplne may be diftinclly 
felt; a circumftance that ought always to 
be attended to, as leading to a certain 
diagnoftic. In other cafes, no fluctuation 
is perceptible, but a carneous fubftance, 
hard 'and thick; and fuch infants cannot 
endure being laid on the back; but pre- 
fently become convulfed. Muysh men- 
tions an initance of the difeafe being fitu- 
ateci between the fcapulse, in which the 
(kin was -not at all dtfcoloured ; the de- 
ficiency of bone was therefore, probably, * 
very fmall, as Hkewife feems to have been 
the cafe from the event,- as will be men- 
tioned in its place. - 
> The internal appearances are various : ■ 
fuffiCe it to fey, that as the difeafe takes 
place during- the procefs of oflification, - 
the internal derangement feems to depend 
very much upon the period at which the 
complaint 
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complaint may commence. In general, 
there is a confufion of nerves, bloocUvef- 
felSj membranes and ligaments, together 
either with a hard fMh-like fubftance, or 
a certain, portion of difcoloured lymph. 
This is,' probably, final] at firftj'but the 
neceflary fupport of bone being wanting, 
the lymphatics of the membrane inverting 
the fpinal marrow, it has been fuppofed, 
continually depofit their . contents ; en- 
larging the tumour, and increasing the 
difeafe. I -law one inftance in a fetus of 
about five months growth, where the bone 
(the os facrum, as yet, indeed, in a car- 
tilaginous ftate) was complete on the out- 
fide, but deficient within ; the fpinal mar- 
row was alfo wanting, and there was a 
considerable quantity of water. 

Many children born with this com- 
plaint do not feem to have furTered by it 
while in utero, being healthy, often large, 
and very ftrong.; but. feme are otherwife 
mutilated ; it being not uncommon to 
find one or both the ankles distorted, or to 
have the lower extremities weak, and 
vol. 11. O fome- 
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fomcftirnes totally paralytic : and there is 
in others a great deficiency of bone on the 
upper part of the cranium. The higher 
*p the feat of the fpina byfida may be, 
the greater is ufualry the injury, and the 
fooner the infant perifhes, unTefs the aper- 
ture of the bone be very final 1, as is forac- 
rimes the cafe. 

From what has been faid, as well as 
from a fimifar difeafe being occasioned by 
internal injuries of the ipine, as men- 
tioned by Lb Cat,* it will appear, that 
the difeafe, as hinted above, may be owing 
to Come interruption to the procefs of 
oifification, and a. confequent diftenfioa 
of the membrane invefting the fpinal mar- 
row from the prefliire of the fluid, which 
in return becomes a further impediment 
to that procefs. It is not improbable 
however, that this undue fecretion of 
lymph may be oftener the original' fource 
of the difeafe ; the water as an unnatural 



* Trait? 4e Mexvement tnt/Murf, A la Seif/tWilly dt 
L'iiTJtaSilM, tile. fc7ffik 
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compreffion, either preventing the forma- 
tion, or afterwards deftroying a portion, 
of the bony arch intended by nature as a 
protection to the render marrow ; a part 
tfiential to the animal functions. Hence, 
Laisth has very properly defined the dif- 
eafe to be, Aqua in Specu Vertebrarum col- 
legia in Infante, Vertebras ultimas Column* 
Pondere fuo jindens, et Tumorem prepe Os 
Sacrum confttluens; though it does not, 
as it has been faid, appear always in this 
part. 

It is fometimes a mere local difeafe, 
confinedwithin the circumference of the , 
tumour, and at others, the water rifes a 
little higher in the vertebral column j arid 
hence Ruysch has confidcred this difeafe 
as a proper dropfy of the part, as the hy- 
drocephalus is of the head. In fome in- 
fiances again, the column is open from 
the occiput to the os facruni, and the 
water is even found to defcend from the 
fourth ventricle of the brain j the two 
difeafes being then conjoined. Thefe dif- 
orders have a.Ifo fometimes been found to 
O a fucceed 
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fucceed each other ■, feveral fuch in- 
ftances being related by Wepfer and 
Mortgagni. The latter of thefe writers 
relates one of a child of four years of age, 
where a dropfy of the fpjne fucceeded to 
an hydrocephalus, which had taken place 
in confequence of a contufion of the head. 
The former being opened, the tumour of 
the head in a little time greatly fubfided, 
and upon prefling that part with a hand, 
a palifh ichor rulhed out from the aper- 
ture in the os coccygis j a circunrftance 
recorded alfo in other inftances : the above 
infant, he reports, recovered. In another, 
upon the confolidating of the fprna byfida 
after an aperture had been made, water 
in a few days began to form in the head, 
■which afterwards enlarged to a very con- 
siderable lize. On the other hand, it 
has been noticed, that there is fometimes 
no water, but the bony column is filled 
up with a carneous fubftance, or fpongy 
marrow, and the complaint is then termed 
a hernia of the fpinal marrow ; _ agreeably 
to a fimilar congenite difeafe of the head, 
which 
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which has been aptly called a hernia of 
the brain. In this cafe, forne malforma- 
tion of the fpinal marrow may be confi-' 
dered as the original difeafe, unlefs it be 
fuppofed, that the proper caufe exifts in* 
fome interruption given to the proCefs 
of oulfication j whereby the medulla be- 
ing deranged for want of its natural fup-" 
port, is in confequence diftempered. 

The difeafe, it has been faid, becomes 
fatal in confequence of the tumour be- 
ing opened, or the integuments other- 
wife giving way, which is ufually from 
a little Hough, or gangrene, forming upon 
the thinner parts, which foon fpreads' 
wider and deeper, and fo opens a way 
for the efcape of the lymph. In a few 
days afterwards, and ufually on the third, 
the infant dies, unlefs the parts fhould 
foon clofe again; which has but very 
rarely happened. A remote caufe of the 
child's death then feems to be the efcape 
of the lymph, which is frequently foon 
followed by a ftrong convulsion, in which 
the little fuffercr expires. But where the , 
O 3 intc- 
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integuments have remained entire for any 
length of time, their rupture has been 
followed by hedic fever and tnarafmus, 
in cpnfequence of a profufe drain from - 
the part. But it is more common for the 
little patient to die either in a few days, 
or a week or two after birth, and then, 
probably, from fame morbid change tak- 
ing place in ttie medulla fpinalis, from 
the admiflion of air ; which is fuppofed to 
be always injurious to internal parts, and 
more particularly to membranous ones, 
and therefore muft be peculiarly offenfive 
to the fpinal marrow and its fenfible co- 
vering. Thefe parts have, indeed, fuf- 
fered from the birth, from the nature of 
the diforder, and it is not therefore to be 
wondered at, that fuch infants are more 
or. left convulfed, and appear feveral times 
tq be dying, before that event actually 
takes place, and that they are often other- 
wife ill; though feme children appear 
pretty well till the. integuments give way. 
I remember one child who would not 
take the kwcaft for. twonty-feven days, and 
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was fevcral times thought to be dying; 
but afterwards taking to it properly, was 
greatly recruited j appearing, except for 
this difeafe, in a promifing way, and 
lived four weeks afterwards. The late 
Mr. Hunter, told me, that he had feen 
a child living with this difeafe at the age 
of eighteen months. 

The means of Cure that have hitherto 
been propofed for this dreadful difeafe, 
are, opening the tumour, in order to eva- 
cuate the water ; or preffure, with a view 
to retain it, and confolidate the parts: 
neither of which, that I can with any 
certainty learn, have ever fucceeded; un- 
lefs it be in the inftance mentioned by 
Mortgaghi ; 'but in this, the difeafe was 
not congenite. The means, however, do 
not always feem to have been employed 
with proper difcrimination ; fince the very 
poffibility of their fucceeding will de- 
pend upon the fize, and other circum- 
ftances of the tumour : for the aperture 
can never be advifeable where the tumour 
is large, and the confequent internal de- 
O 4 range- 
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rangement of parts is corifiderable ; nor 
prtflbre where the water is found com- 
municating with the ventricles of the 
brain. 

The fize of the tumour, it has been 
noted, is various, and agreeably thereto 
muft be the poflible chance of recovery, 
as well as the probable duration of the 
difeafe, where it proves ultimately fatal. 
This, indeed, is more frequently within 
three days after birth, or if 'the infant 
furvives much beyond that time, it will 
be owing to the refiftance of the integu- 
ments; young children, it has been faid, 
feldom furviving the third day after the 
" water begins to be freely evacuated. This, 
together with the matter of fact, where 
the tumour has been opened, furnifh a 
fufficient caution againft artificially-letting 
out the water. Muys* records a cafe of 
this kind, in which a child had' lived to 
be three years of age, but the tumour 
being then opened, a great difchage of 

* Fraxii Mt$C0 fMmrgiea ratimalis, 1696, 
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water was kept up, which induced a hec- 
tic fever, and the child funk at the end 
of three weeks. At the fame time, a cafe 
related by Wepfer equally forbids the in- 
difcriminate ufe of preffure. In this, an 
aperture made by a furgeon, from whence 
three ounces of water had iffiied, being 
healed up in confcquence of firm pref- 
fure, an immenfe hydrocephalus formed 
by the end of the fourth week after birth. 
And Van Sweeten, who copies the cafe, 
juftly obferves, that if nature cannot get 
relief in fuch cafes, by letting out the 
water at fo diftant a part from the head, 
no benefit can be derived from any means 
that may necefiarily occafion an accumu- 
lation in the brain itfelf. 

In fuch inltances as the above, it is 
probable, that the fqurce of the difeafe 
has been in the head, the water having 
made its way from the fourth ventricle 
of the brain ; nature ever attempting to 
relieve the opprefled, arid efpecially more 
noble parts. But in other cafes it mould 
feem, that the difeafe has commenced in 
the 
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the loins, and the fecrction being great, 
and the refinance below considerable, 
(poffibly from the oflifkation being far 
advanced) the water has afccnded to the 
head.* But by difTection after death, it 
appears, that the water ha> more com- 
monly been confined to the fpine alone, 
and then has not been in great quantity. 

It mult be in the latter cafe only, as 
well as where the tumour, and deficiency 
of bone are inconfiderable, that any be- 
nefit can be expected from puncture and 
bandage, as Mr. Abernethy has lately 
ventured to propofe. But from feveral 
objections which have been noticed above, 
anting from circumftances which Mr. 
Abernethy does not feem to be aware of, 
nor can be always previoufly a fc (retained, 
I fhould not think that parents would 
readily confent to the experiment^ or that 
furgeons can have much to offer as an in- 
ducement to it ; efpecially as the want of 
fuccefs muft neceffarily haftcn the death 



* See OJiert di Anttrogh BdHfaaJi, torn. ij. 

Of 
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of the infant. Thefe confiderations, t 
imagine, have made furgeons in this 
country cautious of making any attempts, 
and have induced me to ftate, as I have 
done, the refult as given by foreigners. 

Since the laft edition of this work, Mr. 
Abernsthy has ventured to make the ex- 
periment ; and though he is led to think, 
that the attempt is, at leaft, proved to be 
harmlefs, I can, by no means, alter my 
opinion ; and have therefore fuffered my 
former obfervations to remain. Mr. Aber- 
nethy acquaints us, that " the tumour 
was punctured every fourth day, for fix 
weeks, during which time the child con- 
tinued unaffected. No contraction, how- 
ever, of the integuments took place ,- and 
at this time one of the punctures did not 
heal, but permitted the fluid to ooze 
out. The difcharge gradually changed 
from a limpid to a puriform appearance, 
and in a few days the child died. This 
cafe (he adds) is interesting, though un- 
fuccefsful ; as it (hews, that the attempt 
at a cure may, at leaft, be made without 
hazard.'* 
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hazard." — I Ihould, however, rather con- 
clude, that the lift aperture not healing 
up, and the child dying a few days after, 
ferves to confirm the prognoftic I had 
ventured to make, not only of the pro- 
bable inutility of the puncture, but of the 
hazard. The collection of the water, if 
k be in any inftances the firft occafiori of 
the difeafe, is not the whole of the evil ; 
there being diftemper in the membrane, 
and generally of the bone, which the ad- 
miflion of air to, cannot be harmlefs :* 
while the puncture cannot prevent a re- 
accumulation of the fluid. 

From the general report of authors, 
therefore, as well as the refult of my own 
experience, it mould feem, that little re- 
lief can, in general, be expedted anywife 
from art. Some difcrimination of cafes, 
however, mould be made, and perhaps 



■* TVis fentiment, however, lias lately been contro- 
verted, and fome decifive experiments thought to be 
adduced in oppofition to it, by Dr. Haichtow, in a 
paper on the Citfareari operation, in the Medical Records 
taut Refiarcha. Ah. 1798. 

thia 
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this will refer principally to the abfence 
of any fymptoms indicative of water 
in the head, and to the lize of the tu- 
mour, on whatever part of the fpine it 
may be j but the lower down on the os 
facrum, the more favourable. As to the 
firft of thefe, the ufual fymptoms of com- 
preflion of the brain do not, indeed, pre- 
fent themfelves, and it is probable, ow- 
ing to the relief which that parr receives 
from the defcent of the water to the parts 
below. The prefence of water in the 
head may, neverthelefs, fometitnes be dis- 
covered, it being reported byMoRTGAGNi, 
that upon prefling the tumour, the-rifing 
up of water has been felt by a hand placed 
on the fontanelle ; and that from a firm 
preflure there, the water has again for- 
cibly defcended into the tumour on the 
fpine. 

. In the abfence, however, of every fymp- 
tom leading to the fufpicion of water in 
the head, and when the tumour on the 
fpine, efpecially if low down on the &- 
crum, is very fmall, (for it has been met 
with 
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with of the file of a vetch feed ;*J a firm 
complete, and fprinkling the part with 
aftringent powders, or the ufe of fimilar 
fomentations, may be had recourfe to, as 
recommended by AeitBi.L,t, and alfo by 
Ruysch, who fays he has feen ten cafes. 
Ackill was led to this opinion from 
fome children having lived for feveral 
years with this complaint: but the tu- 
mour in fuch inftances, I apprehend, has 
been very fmall, and the children have 
died whenever it has acquired the fize it 
has more commonly at the birth. In fuch 
cafes only, I imagine, can the attempt 
1 with any propriety be made ; as other- 
wife, the tumour will, probably, be only 
ruptured the fooner by the bandage, and 
in confcquence, the life of the infant be 
fhortened. 

There is not, however, the like objec- , 
tion to the ufe of an aftringent, of cold 
embrocation, or more efpecially to dry- 

* See Rvffck. 

t Memoirs of lie Royal Academy of Sciences at Stock* 
helm, Anns 174S. 

ing 
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ing powders, fuch as bolus armert. pulv, 
catechu, atuminis, and fuch like ,- which 
may be fprinkled on the pact as occafion 
may require, to prevent the oozing of the 
lymph, by forming a kind of cruft over 
the pellucid furface. Such applications 
may alfo have a tendency to retard the 
rupture of the ■ integuments, and thereby 
prolong the life of the child; which is 
generally alt that art can effect: and, I 
have myfelf, indeed, no further experi- 
ence of their efficacy in the true fpina by- 
fida : although I have known fuch means, as 
well as excifion of the parts, effect a cure 
m cafes very fimilar in form and appear- 
ance to this fatal complaint,* but without 
any deficiency of bone. 

In regard to .bandage. I have been in- 
formed, that Dr. Hunter in his lectures, 
at one time, ufed to caution againft the 
attempt, from his own experience of in 
haftening, as he thought, the rupture of 
the integuments ; but whether the trial 

* See Partochjmatoxi Tiwrow-j iu the next Chapter. 

bad 
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had been made in the fitteft cafe as here 
defcribed, I could get no information. 

Should the fize-or : figure of the- head, 
however, be from fuch management af- 
fected, or the infant manifeft any increafe 
of pain; or if convulftons, coma, or other 
badfymptom fhouldfupervenej the band- 
age ought to be taken -off,, and. the mildeft 
application be fubftimted, in place of the 
aftringents. In this view, a bread and 
milk, or faturnine poultice, may be had, 
recourfeto, which is the modernpra<3ice 
whenever the tumour is large from the 
birth, and is, probably, in fuch cafes, 
the fitteft application that can be made 
life of; as it will fit eafy on the part, and 
by forming a foft cufhion, as it were, for 
the tender ikin to reft upon, will in fo far 
difpofe it to be preferved entire as long 
as poifible ; the life of the child, it hav- 
ing been noticed, in almoft every cafe, 
depending entirely, upon that ci'rcum- 
ftance. 
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Parenchymatous Tumours. 

JL he refemblance which forae of thefc 
bear to the kfl: mentioned diforclcr, ren- 
ders them worthy of particular notice, be- 
ing not always eafily diftinguifhed from 
it. They appear on different parts of the 
fpine, but more commonly near the neck, 
or to the oS facrum j are accounted marks, 
and are often of a morbid nature, and it 
is imagined, would not unfrequently prove 
fatal, if left to themfelves. As I defign, 
however, treating only of fuch as will 
admit of fome remedy, I fhall mention 
only two. 

The firft is a tumour on fome of the 
vertebrae, ufually of the neck, or the firft 
of the back j it is of a fublivid hue, un- 
equal, internally fpongy, and very vafcular. 
Ifaw one of this kind fome years ago, 
in confutation with the late Sir Cesar 
Hawkins, who advifed to prefcrve the 

voi. 11. P ikia 
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flcin unbroken as long as it mould be 
poffible, which he feared was all that 
could be done for it; and to this end, 
recommended the free ufe of the com- 
pound water of acetated litharge. It was 
then about the iize of a crown-piece, and 
not raifed very much above the level of 
the furrounding parts. The tumour, how- 
ever, increafed, and the {kin not long 
afterwards gave way, and the child be- 
came ill; in consequence of which the 
late Dr. Hunter was defircd to give his 
opinion, who advifed the extirpation of 
the tumour, as the only chance for pre- 
ferving the child*-* life: but the father 
difapproved of the operation. The part 
foon began to bleed a good deal at times ; 
in order to fupprefs which, as well as to 
lelTen the tumour, which was now con- 
liderably more prominent, I fprinkled it. 
with the following p«wder. 

R. Bol. Armen. Fulv. Catechu a 31}. 
Alumin. rup. !jj. Mifce. 

Over this, comprefles wetted as above 

were applied frequently through the day. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe would fometimcs adhere for feveral 
days, owing to the blood and powder 
forming a fort of pafte, till a frelh ooz- 
ing from the veffels loofened them j at 
which time the bleeding returned, and 
the applications were repeated: by the 
-continuance of which, however, for feven 
or eight weeks, and compreflion with a 
piece of thin lead, the veflels gradually 
flmmk, and the difcharge being dried up, 
the part was happily fkinned over, and 
the child recovered its health. 

I have feen another tumour of this 
kind, which was treated in a different 
manner. It was feated on the laft verte- 
bra of the back, and was apprehended 
to be the true fpina byfida: but as no 
margin of bone could be diftinftly felt, 
nor the tumour, by preffure, be made 
to^ecede, I hoped it might be otherwife, 
and ventured to advife taking it off, as 
the only chance the infant had for its life. 
This was accordingly done when the child 
was about eight • days old, and though 
a good deal of blood was loft in the oper* 
F 3 ation. 
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ation, from a deep feated artery, the fore at 
the end of the month was perfectly heated, 
and the child foon afterwards became as 
healthy a« any other in the family. 



Hepartomphaxos, and Hernia 
Ventr A LIS. 

JL me congenite ventral hernia, in which, 
from a deficiency of mufcular integuments 
and (kin, fome of the abdominal vifcera, 
and not unfrequently the liver, is pro- 
truded, is very, often met with in abor- 
tions in the earlier months ; though lefs 
commonly in the full grown fetus. 1 have 
never fcen it in living children, untefs in 
that inftancc of it termed hepartqmphalos j 
which is the more immediate fubjeclfof 
this chapter, and will be clearly exem- 
plified in the annexed cafe. 

In the true hepartomphalos, there is, 
pofljbljv no actual deficiency of the muf- 
cular or ligamentous integuments, and 
ftill 
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ftilt More prcpably, not of the ikin j but 
as the term ftri&ly implies, fome part of 
Che liver forms i^ongtiiiteliernu of the 
navel. Theltvef while very fmall is forne- 
wife drawn down by°tne v«flels *>f the um- 
bilicus which enter it, (poflibly by fome 
a&ion of the- fetus j) is protruded at the: 
mufcular ring in the line* alba, and falls 
into the funis umbilical is ; which it dilates 
and diftempers. This difeafe is a very 
rare one, I believe* in living children, « 
and I had met with no written account of 
it, until Dr. Com be put into my hands a 
Thefts de bepaftempbaloitie aingAitta, by 
Francisc. Henjucus Hoc^holtz, printed] 
anno 1768. 

The cafe there related correfponds fo' 
exaclly with the offe I r met with, and both 
the infants furviving the difeafe,- but 
fome months afterwards dying of other 
complaints, and their bodies being care- 
fully examined; the facT: is eftaWifhed, 
and demonftrates the powers of the ani- 
mal machine, in removing obstacles to its 
P3 well- 
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well-doing, that might be thought infur- 
mountable. 

The fubject of the prefent cafe being 
born in the neighbourhood of the Britifh 
lying-in hofpital, was brought there for 
the advice of the phyficians on a day 
when I was in attendance. The child was 
then eight days old, and the nurfe in- 
formed me that the tumour ftill remained 
of the exalt fize it had acquired when the 
infant came into the world ; but that pre- 
vious to_the binding it down tight, the 
(kin had feemed to be thinner, but was 
even at that time difcoloured, though it 
had a kind of tranfparencv, as if it con- 
tained a fluid ; and that the next day it 
turned black. . 

The dry funis was now appending from 
the centre of the tumour, which was as 
large as a good-fized china-orange ; was 
black, and the (kin, as I thought, in a 
fphacelated ftate t ■■-..-- 

Whether this tumour contained the 

Jiyer, pr. any of the inteftines, I could 

not 
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not at ail determine; .ox whether it might 
be a mere parenchymatous enlargement 
of the funis umbilicalis, of which I had 
lately feen an uncommon inftance, of about 
one third of this frze ; but in that, the 
enlargement commenced about three W 
four inches from the belly. 

1 had little doubt, however, from the 
fixe and colour of the tumour, that in 
the prefent inftance, the infant would die 
in a few days, or at leaft, foon after the 
integuments fhould give way ; as it ap- 
peared highly probable, there would then 
be an opening into the cavity of the ab- 
domen. I directed nothing therefore, but 
a bread and milk poultice, and this merely 
in the view to itsbeingafoftcufluonfor the 
tumour to reft upon; which did hot, how- 
ever, appear to be very fenfible, though 
the infant cried much upon being moved, 
as if it were thereby put to pain. 

Four days afterwards the child was 
brought again to the hofpital. There 
was then but little change in the appear- 
ance of the tumour, nor much difcharge 
P 4 from 
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from it; and the child having taken 
kindly to the bread had a healthy ap- 
pearance; fo that fave from the fufpicion 
arifing from the nature of the tumour, it 
feemed very likely to live. Half an ounce 
of the decoftion of bark was directed to 
be given three times a day. 

I did not fee the infant again for three 
weeks j and it was then near five weeks 
pld. I now learned, that the child had 
thriven fo well the parents were fatisfied 
it was" likely to live; and that the funis 
had fallen off on the fifteenth day, with- 
out being followed by any unpleafant 
fymptom. That the tumour had burft 
about a week after the funis came off, 
from which time the fuelling had fen- 
fibly fubfided as the difcharge kept up ; 
and that at the end of the month, the 
difcoloured integuments all floughed off, 
and left a fuperficial fore, of the fifcc 
of a fmall tea-cup, to ufe the mother's 
expreffion. 

The poultice was directed to be con- 
tinued until I ihould fee the infant again ; 
whicli 
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which was about a week afterwards. There 
was then an oblong, benign, ulcer, about 
the fize of a fix-pence, and difpofed to 
heal up. I now defired the poultice might 
be left off, and only to apply a bit of 
cerat. e lapide calamin. and moderate 
comprefs. By thefe means the fore was 
healed, when the infant was eight weeks 
old ; foon after which I faw the child in 
perfect health. 

The integuments at this time had not 
the ufual appearance of the navel, but 
were on the contrary, thin, and little ele- 
vated, but without any thing like an 
umbilical hernia. The fear was not larger 
than a fix-pence, and was not precifely in 
the middle of the abdomen, but a little 
pn the left fide of the point from which 
the funis naturally rifes. 

From the dilagreeable appearance of 
this cafe when the infant was firft pre- 
fented at the hofpital, fuch a termination 
was very pleafant to us, as it leads to en- 
couragement concerning other obfeure 
difcafes ; and manifefts what unexpected 
things 
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things nature is capable of effeding, even 
at this early period, when not interrupted 
by any improper treatment. 

The unfortunate infant, it has been faid, 
fell a facrifice about fix months afterbirth, 
to another difeafe; in confequence of 
which its body was afterwards carefully 
examined by Dr. Marshall. Dr. Combe 
happening to hear of it, was prefent, and 
informed me, that there could be no 
doubt of the liver having occafioned the 
tumour we had feen ; there being yet a 
fenfible depreffion remaining, evidently 
marking the ftri&ure made upon it by 
the linea alba and recti mufcles ; which 
had included about one third of its left 
lobe. 

Since the laft impreflion, I have met 
with another instance of the hepartom- 
phalos, in a full-grown, but ftill-born 
fetus ; the complaint being alfo afcertained 
by an examination of the parts. 

Whence it mould come to pais, that 

infants mould not only be born alive 

with, but furvive, the hepartomphalos, 

father 
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rather than the common ventral conge- 
nite hernia; or than they would do a large 
congenita exomphalos of the inteftine; 
may be worthy of inquiry in this place. ' 
And the reafon, probably, may be, that 
in the hernia ventralis congenita, whether 
from the protrufion of the liver, or any 
ether of the abdominal vifcera, there muft 
be a deficiency of the mufcular and other 
coverings of the abdomen, and therefore, 
nothing to lupport, or defend the pro- 
truded organs fo eflential to life, but the 
thin peritoneal expanfion. But that, in 
the former, there is, perhaps, no actual 
lofs of fubftance, but a mere dilation of 
the parts ,- the liver being at the fame 
time defended by the ftrong expanfion of 
the funis umbilicalis, which does not give 
way after birth, until nature has had fuf- 
ficient time to withdraw that vifcus into 
the cavity of the abdomen. This, it is 
imagined, is effected not only by the re- 
moval of the firft caufe of its defcent, 
but alfo by that refpiration which takes 
place immediately on the birth, and is 
further 
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further aflrftcd by the ligament by which 
the liver, is attached to the diaphragm; 
and by means of which it is mechanically 
drawn up, during every exfpiration. 



On the Harit-Lip, and other Externa*, 
Blemishes, or Disorders, fuppofed U 
be Marks of the Mother. 

Jl hough it be: beyond the prefent pur- 
pofc, to treat on furgical Operations, in 
general, I (hall beg leave to notice a cir- 
cumftance or two relative to that for the 
bare-lip, as I already have in- a few others, 
which frequent opportunities of compar- 
ing the different fuccefs attending them 
have furnifhed. I fhall afterwards advert 
to fomc other equally common blemifhes, 
in a view to affifting the younger part of 
my readers to combat the unhappy pre* 
judiccs of mothers in relation to marking 
their children. This, ' unfortunately fox 
them' 
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themfelves, they are always difpofed to 
attribute to a violent impreflion from the 
fight of fome difagreeable object, or to 
a difappointment in fomething they may 
have longed for, during their preg- 
nancy. — And I have chofen this place 
for fuch obfervations as I have to offer 
on this head, becaufe the bare-lip, and 
fome other blemifhes remaining to be 
noticed, bear that refemblance to objects 
around us, which is wanting in thofe be- 
fore mentioned. 

The repeated experience of every at- 
tentive obferver, has uniformly militated 
againft the tormenting fufpicion alluded 
to, but ftill it prevails, though only to 
the injury of thofe who ought, for their 
own fake, to be perfuaded to the con- 
trary. Every man long in bufinefs has 
known many inftances of mothers, tor- 
menting themfelves for fixorfeven months, 
in the painful apprehenfion of difcover- 
ing fome fad blemlfh in the child, (and 
on this account have trembled to look on 
it when it has come into the world ; j 
which 
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which has afterwards proved to be as per- 
fect as they could have wifhed, and as 
the more difpaffionate amongft their friends 
have all along ventured to foretel. On 
the other hand, where children have been 
born with fome real blemim, it has never 
been fufpe&ed by the mother/ unlefii 
now 



* Among fevera] inftances of fuch blemifhes in chil- 
dren born in the Britifh Lying-in Hofpita!, -we have 
bad fane remarkable ones of the entire ignorance of any 
fuppofed caufe. In one, the infant was more marked 
than almofl any one I have ever feen j but I (hall only no- 
tice, that the eye-lids, part of the nofe and temple, and 
the greater part of one of the cheeks were as black as 
ink, and exactly refembled a dry gangrene of the 
puts. In a recent inllance, the extremities were un- 
commonly ill-formed, not unlike thofe of aquatics; 
bat the mothers of thefe infants had gone on to their 
full time, without having received any fright they 
could recollect, or fufpefting any thing amifs in their 
children. 

Thefe children, however, were really fo disfigured, 
that a lively imagination, with a mindllrongly im- 
preucd, might not only have conceived in them a 
great refembiance to many objects, but it is more than 
probable, that the parents mull have actually noticed* 
not a few fuch, during the period of geflation. Where 
any 
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now and then in a molt timid perfon, 
(who has always bred in fear on account 
of one difagreeable object or other fhe 
has feenj or elfe, the blemifh has turned 
out to be fomething ferfeQly irrelative to 
it. And here it ought to be noticed, that 
where a child has really been marked, and 

any futh deformity therefore may actually have taken 
place, practitioners Ihould argue the point with their 
patients, and endeavour to perfuade them, that fuck 
fights have not been the true caufe of it, aad tiwt fuel 
objects, therefore, catenot contribute to the predic- 
tion of the like appearances another time. — In tint 
view, I cannot help obferving, that a few years ago, a 
lady of rank acquainted me, that ihe had palled a1inr>4 
the whole term of geftation in the appreheniion of qct 
infant being born with a Hare liji, on account ofiier 
having been daily met by a labourer working in her 
own grounds, who had fiich a blemiih. In this io- 
fla-nce, the imagination Teemed to have de-tie its <ut- 
moftj as the lady conceived lhe met this man aftejier 
than any other, and that (he could not avoid him, 
walk whichfoever way lhe might; and in confequence 
had his image continually before her, either in reality 
or in recollection ; and being kept wider a ■coalwiuai 
alarm by it, in the end declined walking at all in her 
garden. — After the opinion I have advanced, it may 
be needlefs to add, that the child was bum free from 
the apprehended, or my other ijlerailh, 

the 
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the mother has infifted on her having 
feen, and been frighted by an object 
which the blemifh has refembled, it has 
(to the beft of my knowledge, at leaft,) 
appeared always to be an after-thought, 
by which the fuppofed occafion of it has 
been difcovered ; and has not been taken 
notice of before-hand.— It is, however, the 
furtheft from my thoughts to upbraid the 
fufferer on this painful occafion. I wifh 
only to obviate the influence of a fenti- 
ment that I take to be without founda- 
tion — a fentiment that has originated in 
ignorance, and to which nothing but 
length of time and preicription could 
have given a fan&ion. 

That there are blemifhes which bear a 
rcfemblance to various objects around us, 
daily experience has proved ; though the 
true occafion of them is not, perhaps, 
underftood. The like deviations from the 
ordinary courfe is obferved, not only in 
various other animals, and that not un- 
frequcntly, but alfo in the vegetable king- 
dom ; in which the fuppofed influence 
can 
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can have no place. Thus, fruits are often 
joined together and difcolourcd, having 
cxcrefcences, and odd lhapes, offering 
flrangereprefentationsrefemblinganimals] 
as well as anomalous irregularities, fimilar 
to thofe found on the bodies of infants : 
all, doubtlefs, proceeding from the eftab- 
liftied laws of motion, though not well 
underftood by us. 

In regard to various difcolou rations 
in the (kin. of infants, fancied to refem- 
bie fruits, and like them becoming of a 
deeper red infummerj it may, however, - 
be in point to obferve, that the epidermis 
is, in fuch kind of marks, frequently al- 
together wanting, and if not, is always 
thinner than on other parts. The fmall 
blood veffels being alfo more numerous, 
or nearer the furface, the difcolouration of 
the (kin becomes a natural confequence j 
nor can it be any .wonder, that this dif- 
colouration fliould be greater in ftimmer 
than in winter, the cutaneous veffels be- 
ing then more turgid with blood. The 
like change takes place in every mark on 

vol. 11. Q_ the 
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the ftee, when the perfbn either cries, or 
is made angry, or when- by any other 
means the blood is made to afcend to, or 
reft longer than ufttsJ in the faperipar 
parrs. Alt fuch appearances are, there- 
fore, very eafily accounted for, without 
fuppofing them the confequence of the 
parent having longed for fuch fruits as 
ripen, or grow red, in the fummer months. 
We obferve alfo fimilar changes in adults 
from long continued fevere exercife, or 
hard-drinking i many people, before of a 
fair complexion, fuddenly acquiring a red 
face, or have the nofe both difcolourod 
and mis-fnaped. 

The laws of motion will alfo -equally 
account for the mutilation, and want of 
parts, the growth of which is fomewife 
interrupted ; it being well known, that 
the feveral members and parts of the body 
are not all formed or unfolded at once, 
but are pufhed forward in their turn 
after fome cftabliflitd law of nature, and 
organical matter. If, therefore, a due pro- 
portion of nourishment be wita-held from 
any 
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any part, its proportionate growth is fup, 
prefled, or its formation entirely pre? 
vented. Hence the hare-tip ; the two 
fides of the face, which -are faid to be 
farmed feparately, being hereby prevented, 
from growing together :* the upper lip is, 
at leaft, one of the laft parts that come 
into coalition. For the like reafon it is, 
that infants come into the world with, 
large ventral hernias, the mufcular pa- 
rietes, and efpecially the fkin being one 
of the laft preeeffes in the embryo, f But 
whatfoever may be the weight of thefe 
observations, there is certainly nothing 
that we know of in a fright or longing^ 
that can produce fuch a change in or- 
ganized matter, nor can operate in the, 
manner that has been fuppofed, much, 
left at fuch different periods; but there 
ts on the other hand, every thing againft) 

* For farter remarks ontbiifubjtft, the reader is 
referred to a Paper written by Mr. Lucas of Leeds, 

in the Memoir i of the Medical Society of London, Vol. 

t Harvey, Exit. W and €9. 

Q^a fuch 
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fuch an hypothcfis ; which has accord- 
ingly always given way in enlightened 
ages. : 

It is well obferved by Dr. Blondie, 
that were a due catalogue drawn up of all 
the irregularities, difcovered at the birth, 
that "are fuppofed to proceed from the 
mother's Imagination^ they would appear 
to be thefame over and over again,with no 
great difference, and very capable of being 
reduced into certain claffes. Does not this 
intimate, that they proceed from the laws 
of motion, and the ftructure of the or- 
gans ? There are befides many confidera- 
ble deformities, which are never referred 
to the Imagination, viz. the irregular confor- 
mation of the vifcera, &c. ' Is the whole 
empire of the microcofm fo divided be- 
tween Nature and the Imagination^ that 
one rules within, and the other governs 
the outward parts ? 

The fetus is alfo a diftinct individunmj 

it has the circulation of the blood inde- 

pendant on the mother ; its own genus 

nervofum ; a feparate fecretion of juices, 

and 
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and all the functions of animal economy, 
in itfelf. On this account, we fee a weak 
mother bearing a very ftrong and lufty- 
child, et vice versa ; the mother being to 
ber infant, what the earth is to a plant : the 
latter being ftrong may not be. injured by 
being moved into a very different foil j ■ or. 
being tender, may, or may not, be. be- 
nefited by it. 

. Children have Iikewife difeafes of their 
Own while in utero, fucb as cataract and, 
gutta ferena, varices/ aneurifms, hydro- 
cephalus ; they are born blind, deaf, &c. 
The inftance fo often adduced from the' 
facred htftorian in opposition to fuch argu- 
«ient*v* -is, by no means, in point : for 
without adverting to the very peculiar 
natural circum (lances in that transaction, 
which are wanting in ordinary inftances, 
it is fufficient to obftrve, that there was 
therein .'an evident, fuperna.tural' interpo- 
lation. Should any one doubt of this, ha 
has only to make a fhnilar experiment, 
the refult of which will, probably, have 

» Gaefis, Ch. 30. rer. 37-42. 

0^3 more 
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m'ort weight than ten thoufand argn- 
ments.f As matter of facl: therefore, as 
before obferved, does not at all counte- 
nance, but direclly cbntradift the hypo- 
thelis, there is good ground for married 
women being argued out of f«Ch fears, 
and delivered from that painful conflitt 
for weeks and months together; which 
fo many of them endure. It will give 
the great pleafure if any thing I have ad- 
vanced on the flibjjft, ftiould anfwer To 
denrabV an end ; wtiilft reafbn, philoft- 
phy, experience, "and every thing on 
which we ought to depend, coftfpire to 
fupport fuch an attempt. 

Amongst the various Marks refembling 
fome of the objects around iis, that called 



+ Though I ha*e ventured to fey this, it a probable, 
there was alfo a coincidence of circumstances, although 
jpot in the manner vulgarly conceited of.— Fbr uiany 
eVitic*! and -fetrefeflary remarks, hbwewer, on the 
tthovf. paffage *f holy writ, tbc moqe cijrions reader 
tnay confutt a learned trafl, on the Strength of the Ima- 
ginalim in pregnant ■ttxrhcx, written by Dr. Blondel, a 
member of the College of Ehyuciana, Amw. 1727. 

the 



i by Google 



The Ha»e-Lip. »J* 

the Hart-lip ii the moft common t * l*Us- 
miih therefore too well known to require 
a formal defcription. It is fufficient to 
obferve, tint it is of two kinds ; the Am- 
ple, wherein the upper lip only is d£ 
Vided, either wholly or in part, with fom« 
\o& of fubftance ; and the complex, in 
which the fiiliire of the lip is double : in 
feme instances, the portion between the 
fiffures is lifcewife too final! to fill up the 
cavity, and in Tome it adheres to the v<rjr 
tip of , the nafe. The upper jaw, alia, 
with the palate of the mouth, and even 
tbe uvula arc ibtnetimes divided. It would 
be befide my purpofe, in this place, to 
treat of the manner in which this defer* 
jnity and defection is to be remedied, efpe- 
cially as that mufl vary confiderabk/. it) 
different cafes ; I fhall confine myCetf to 
ipeaking only of the time in which it 
■ought to be attempted. 

Various confidcnations conlribate to 

make the diftreued parent ibliciious to 

have this biemilh removed foon after the 

infant is bom, or at iiuxheit before the 

Q^4 month 
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month fhall be expired. On this- account, 
I am convinced, the operation has fome- 
ttmes been prematurely performed, con- 
trary to the better judgment of the opera- 
tor, and the child thereby fallen a facri- 
Hcej whilft others have received much 
lefs benefit than they would have done, 
had" the operation been poftponed for a 
reafonable time. Where the blemifti is 
♦cry trifling, indeed, and the operation 
fi'mpkj-rt may, in many cafes, be done 
with fafety in the courfe of the month, 
or a- little after ; and if the child be able 
to fuck, which is not always the cafe, 
there are even fome advantages in per- 
forming it fooner. For as the child will 
Hot -be able to take the breaft for two 
days at lead after the operation, it will 
with difficulty be kept tolerably quiet by 
the fpoo'n after it has been once put to the 
tread ; but as infants need but very little 
ilourifhment for' the firft days after birth, 
and generally- fleep a good deal; if the 
bperatron^be'dorie twenty-four hours after 
the cMM^s- bom, it will be in a c'ondi- 
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tipn to fuck by the time it requires much 
nourifhment, and the mother's breaft is 
prepared to furnilh it. But in the com- 
plex hare-lip the cafe is exceedingly dif- 
ferent, and the longer the operation is 
poftponed, the better it is likely to fuc- 
ceed ; and ftiould, at leaft, be deferred till 
the child fhall be four or five months old. 
By this time alfo, the infant will have got 
over the period iir which- it -is peculiarly 
liable to feveral painful and dangerous 
complaints ; will be thoroughly weaned 
from its hankering after the breaft, and 
have learned to feed contentedly with the 
fpoon ; by which children with this kind 
of hare-lip are obliged to be fupported, 
they being generally unable to fuck. At 
this period likewife, the parts will have 
acquired fuch a fize as will admit of 
handling them to greater advantage, as 
well as a degree of finnnefs neceflary to 
retain the needles ; for the want of which, 
though the operation may appear to have 
been favourably performed, the needles 
will fornctimes break out, and the defor- 
mity 
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flrity be but little removed, or perhaps 
fomotimes iocrcafcd. 

I HitVs once feen another blemifli of 
the mouth in a child born at the hofpital, 
which required a fimiJar operation. In 
this infant, the mouth 'was much wider 
«i one fide than oh the other, and ap- 
peared as rf it had been divided far into 
the cheek, which occasioned a very awk- 
ward appearance % but as it was Capable 
«f being remedied in the fame manner as 
the bare-lip, I fhall only obferve, chat 
when I withdrew the pins on the third 
day, the parts adhered very firmly, «nd 
the child left the hoipital at the ufuat 
time. 

: AMomar other blerftMhos that may re- 
quire furgical aiBftance, are thofe which 
women are wont more efpccially to call 
murks j being fptxs, more or hsfs elevated 
•bore tin rfurrownoKng fkm, and' of various 
foetus and ootows. Thefe may fall on 
mbj peut* of the body, bat are very little 
ttgwded «fxept when found an foitae un- 
covered part, cfjpeciaHy the face, where, 
per-. 
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perhaps, this kind is moft commonly met 
with. 

Thefe, however, vary fo much if* fhape, 
file, and in fome other more important 
circumftances, that it were nugatory to 
attempt to point out the prccife opera* 
tton adapted to many of them. Suffice 
k to fay, that in fome, excifion uf the 
difcoloured and elevated parts, or de- 
stroying them by cauftic, is the only re- 
medy; in others, -compreifton alone is 
firrficierrt; and in a few, compreffion, to. 
gethtr with flight pun&ure and cauftic 
will be called for. In fome parts of the 
face, as the cheeks, lips, the nofe and 
near the eyes, the knife or lancet maft 
be bad joeourfe to with caution ; though. 
Whenever made life of, it will 'be wecef- 
fery to carry them Full as deep, and far, 
as the diftempered veffels may happen to 
extend, or the operation will not be cotn- 
pkoely foccefsful. It is, indeed, fonre- 
times fleccfiary to repeat it ; and it will 
be better to do lb, than- to deftroyariy 
found jwrt* uaneceuarib/, by which the 
fear 
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fear might be extended. Where great 
caution has been found necefiary, it will 
fometimes happen, that though the ble- 
mifli may feem to have been .fully re- 
moved, the rednefs and tumour will after 
fome months return ; but even here, as 
a touch with the argen turn nit ratum, after 
lightly fcarifying the parts, or at molt, 
the carrying the lancet a little deeper than 
at firft, will perfe<5t the cure, it were pity 
it fliould be neglected, diftrefling as the 
idea of a fecond operation muft be to 
the parents of the infant. In fome in. 
fiances, however, the recurring elevation 
as u ell.as difcolouration of the part, when 
flight, have gradually fubfided without a 
fecond operation; which it may. there- 
fore be proper to defer for a few months : 
an inftance of which I faw lately, where a 
fecond operation had -been advifed by- the 
late Mr. Hunter. From the very great 
advantages derived from thefe means, in 
fome very unpromifing cafes that I have 
been witnefs to, J have been led to offer 
thefe remarks ; and not doubting, that 
othef 
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other pra&itioners have feen the like, I 
willi to imprefs the idea of confulting 
fome Ikilful furgeon upon every great 
blemifh j perfuaded that many parents 
will, in the event, have occaiion to be 
thankful for fuch confutation. 

A different kind of blemifh confifts 
in little tumours and fuperfluous parts, 
without any difcolou ration of the furface. 
The former lie more or lefs deep uru 
der the fkin, and confift of extravafated 
lymph, hardened fat, or indurated glands. 
Some of thefe likewife may be effaced 
merely by compreffion, while others' can 
be removed only by cauftic or excifionv 
Pendulous parts, fometimes adhere only 
Jby a fmall bafe, like a thread, and may 
then be removed by only parting a tight 
ligature round them. But lhould any 
even ■ adhere more firmly, and be only a 
fmall joint, fuch as a finger or a toe, it 
were better to have it taken off on the 
firft days; as the vcffcls will then bleed 
but little, and the grifiles by which fuch 
joints are ufually connected, are not yet 
be- 
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become bony. But Ihould the part be more 
completely formed, it may be neeeffary 
to delay the operation awhile longer, that 
by difcovering which of the duplicates 
may take the lend, the more promifing 
one may be preferved ; which is not al- 
ways to be known with certainty at the 
birth. 

. I mention one more trifling hlemifb, 
which I note with a peculiar fatiifaction, 
from experience that nature alone is able 
to remedy it in certain inftances wherein 
X had previoufly conceived, that fome 
cooiiderable recourfe to art would be ne- 
ccflary. This conOfts of diverfe unna-. 
tural forms of fome parts about the head, 
particularly of the ears and nofe. The 
latter of thefc is, certainly, of. the more 
importance, and is fametimes turned 
greatly on one fide, with one of the nof* 
trils open very largely, aad-'the other 
compreffed. Suffice it' to fay, that after 
trying what might be done by platter, 
bandage, and other contrivances, nature 
alone by the force of the circulating 
juices, 
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juices, has brought the parts, in the 
oourfe of a few weeks, into their proper 
form. 

Be«>r& I quit this part of the fubject, 
I fliould remark, that certain macuis 
take place even after birth ; but thefe are 
not very common. They confift of fmall 
red, or black-fpots, about the face, and 
I believe are difpofed to increafe in fize, 
and mould therefore be early removed by 
the point of a lancet, as may then be 
eafily done. 

Betide thefe, there are blemiflies of fir 
greater importance, fome of which de* 
reatftl an operation as the only chance 
for preferring the life of the infant. Such 
are imperforations of the vagina, the anus, 
and the urethra. 

Tmi* Vagina is fometimes imperforate 
on the external, at others, only in the 
more internal parts; and is in different 
degrees. The latter more commonly re- 
lates only to the hymen, which requir- 
ing aav operation to be performed about 
the age of puberty, I frail d« no most 
than 
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than barely mention here, efpecially as it 
requires only a Ample, or crucial incifion, 
and to preferve the orifice open. Where 
the imperforation is in the fubftance of 
the vagina itfelf, I have never found an 
operation to be of any tife, though I have 
known it attempted, in the adult, with, 
great addrefs and refolution. 

I have never met with the external parts 
totally imperforate, there being always a 
frnall opening at the meatus urinarius ; 
but I have found the aperture to the 
vagina fo very fmall as to require a little 
operation, which is mighty eafily done 
with the point of a lancet, there being 
always a raphe, or line, directing the ex- 
tent nature has feemed originally to in- 
tend, which being cut through, require* 
only to be kept apart for a few days, by 
a bit of fine lint. 

This has been the ufual mode of reme- 
dying this defection ; but I have for fome . 
years altogether rejected the affiftance of 
the lancet, the parts being very eafily fe- 
derated by the fingers even in children 
: of 
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of feveral years old. It is not improba- 
ble, that the like method might fucceed 
though the operation Ihould be qeg'leded 
till the time of puberty, the parts Teem- 
ing rather to adhere in. confequence of 
Tome very flight inflammation, than tp 
have been originally ill-formed. A mere 
oozing of blood is perceived in confe- 
quence of this mode of fcparating the 
labia, which in the prefent inftance, at 
leafl, fcems preferable to incifion, and 
may poflibly afford lefs pain to the Infant, 
as well as be lefs unpleafant in idea to its 
parents. ,, 

It u in this inftance peculiarly impor- 
tant, that practitioners in midwifery, and 
others attending at the birth, fhould exa- 
mine infants very attentively in regard to 
this complaint, which may be otherwife 
overlooked ; the defection proving no ob- 
stacle to the natural excretions. I have 
met with feveral inftances of it in chil- 
dren from three to fix years old, in whom 
the complaint was but newly difcovered, 
and it has been, in others, neglected to 

voi. 11. R the 
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the tirrte of" puberty, and even of mar- 
riage, and muft then prove of ferrous 
confluence, and may even be attended 
with hazard.* 

The Rectum likewife is fometimes 
found opening into the vagina ; a cafe that 
affords but little profpect of relief. It 
mould, however, be attempted ; but the 
kind of operation muft depend fo much 
upon circumftances,- that h. cannot be 
here pointed out with any precifioh. 

The Anus is fometimes clofed only by a 
thin membrane, fo that the day after birth 
the meconium may be diftin&Iy felt, and 
in a manner feen mining -through it. 
ZuiKGERUsf reports fiich a cafe, which 
was relieved by only a flight puncture 
f with a fancet, and paffing the point of a 
finger into the bowel for two or three 
"days afterwards*— a bougie, one mould 
"think, would be every wife as proper. 

* See Henrici a Momiiheji Obfervationcs Medico- 
) Chirurgici. Drefdx, 1691. 

, 4 Thwdor. Zuingerus. Bafilea, 1722. 

Buj 
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Bat more . copimpiriy the imperforate 
, ftnus is a. melancholy cafe, as it feldom 
allows of an effectual remedy, the gut 
often terminating in a cul de fac fo high; 
yp a* not to be reached y it is not, how- 
ever, ^always' to be defpaired of, though 
■no HMcluation of the inteftinal contents 
' fhould be felt for two or three days after 
the infant. is born. 

. Though this fad defection is not very 
uncommon, I remember only two cafes 
of the kind in live-born children at- the 
Britifli tying-in'bofpital. - One of thefe, 

: it fell to my tot to- attend, and. , I hap- 
pened to.foc^eed* contrary, ipdeed, to 

:all expedition;,: asd-'aftfy the child, had 

;pukcd«p,agr£a£ quantity: of rn^cqniumj 
and not efoly the belly, but alfo the face 
wa»becom*P^ceedingly tumidj ar\d the 
eyes had net been opened for fomc time. 

'. The manner of i^oing, this operation 
mufti' indifferent cafep, jdepend fo much 
on the difcretion of. the operator, that I 

• fliaU.doiiO.more than defcribe that which 

■ 1 made uTe of in the inftance alluded to; 
Rl and 
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and this may, poffibly, be acceptablei as 
the operation is not often performed with 
fuccefs. It may be previoufly obferved, 
that it ought to be poftponed as long as 
it fafely can, that the depending part of 
the bowel may be diftended, and pufhed 
as low down as pofltble; the reafon for 
which is fufficiehtly obvious : and to this 
delay I am much inclined to attribute the 
fuccefs- with which it was followed in the 
operation I performed. 
' This was not determined upon by my 
colleagues till the third day. A longitu- 
dinal indfion-'was then made, of about 
half an inch, above and below the part 

■ where the anus' ought to have been, which 

''was rmrfced'by'a 'Httk"e'*c*efcence; a 
fmall biftoury was afterwards thruft up in 
the ufual direction of the bowel, for more 
than an inch. No meconium following 
this puncture, I examined carefully with 
my finger, and feeling Tomething Hke 
the fluctuation meconium would make,- 1 

' introduced a trocar, and withdrawing, my 
finger, I carried' up the uiftrfrmcnt in fuch 

' - i adirec- 
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adife&ion as to avoid injuring the blad- ■ 
dec, or forcing it againft the os coccygis, 
for near an inch further j making allow- 
ance, however, for the yielding of the 
parts, which might be fomewhat forced 
up by the trocar. The instrument hav- 
ing, now paiTed forwards, without that 
refiftance it had hitherto met with, gave 
me- the fenfatton of having entered a ca- 
vity} when withdrawing the trocar, Wf 
had the Satisfaction of finding the me- 
conium running out at the canula. The 
child was now put into a warm-bath, up 
to the waift* and in a few minutes hav- 
ing voided a considerable quantity of me- 
conium,, it opened Us eyes, looked cheer- 
fully about it, and fell into a pleafant 
fleep before it was taken out of the bath. 

A piece of bougie was occasionally in- 
troduced, and fometimes left in the part, 
for a few hours, for -the fjrft fortnight j 
after which the child recovered faft, and 
at the ufual time was taken from the 
hofpital in pretty good health, though it 
had peen much reduced by a bad thrufil, 
H 3 which 
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which Unfortunately made its appearance 
foon after 1 the operation ; but it affray 
voided its ftools perfectly well. 

The imperforate penis is ndt quite IB' 
common a cafe ; but is not unfreqaently 
fofpected, when the aperture of the pat' 
'fige is merely flopped up by a little mu- : 
cui j and ffiould therefore be examined in - 
gdod time. In this cafe waflring'the part 
vWth warm milk and water, or at uioft 1 , 
a little afliftance with a fmall probe, or 
any Yuen blunt pointed inftrumenr:, wilj 
be fufficient to open the paflage. But it 
is evident, if the'urtfthta be-- wanting ho 
operation can be undertaken i it is, how- 
ever, more commonly found- open a cer- 
tain way, and often as ftr as the bafiS of 
the glans, and fometiraes 'near to its eSt* 
rremity ; in which !aft inftancc, it is ne- 
oeffary only to make a fmall aperture with, 
a lancet, or a fine trocafr, and to keep 
the part open by the occafional introduc- 
tion of a flender bougie. Thirnorecom^- 
rno'n complaint of this part however^ is 
that of the urinary paflage terminating 
1 ' ' ' $ 
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by a fmall aperture at a little diftance be- 
|pw the glans, and fometimes on one fide 
of it. In thefe cafes, the precife circum- 
(lances muft determine the propriety of 
any operation ; which if not judicioufly 
managed, may render the cafe worfe than 
it was. I recollect two indeed, in which 
I was able to do confiderable fervice, on? 
of which was. in the prefence of the late 
Sir Caesar Hawkins, and the other of 
the late Dr. Hunter j in the latter, the 
urine was difcharged from one fide of 
the penis, and pretty low down, which 
was very happily remedied,. . 

There are other mal-formations of^this 
part, by which it is drawn downwards, or 
io.ojie fide j the ^peculiar circumftances 
of w.hich, muft point out the nature of 
the operation : moft likely to afford relief. 
This will generally confift in a fimple in^. 
cifion of the fkin, where it m^y happen 
to be too tight or ihort, and keeping the 
divided edges at a . diftance from eacfe 
other, till the little fore fhall bg healed % 
Of foinetimes by dividing the upper parf 
K4 of 
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of the prepuce, as in the periphimofis ; 
which I have found fuccefsful in a late 
inflance. 

I have likewife known the Ears to be 
imperforate, a cafe that admits of no re- 
medy; but the external appearance may 
fometimes be improved, when the helix 
is turned forwards over the tragus, cover- 
ing that part which ought to lead to the 
internal' car; but in thefe Cafes, I have 
always found the concha, and meatus au~ 
ditorius, totally obliterated. 

Another, and a very common blcmifh, 
is that called squinting, which is fome- 
times contracted by very young infants, 
«nd may then frequently be remedied*, 
efpecially if confined to one eye ; but if 
a child be born with this deformity, or 
it be.coiifeque.nt to fits, it is not fo likely 
to be removed. The means I have to re- 
commend are, indeed, very fimple. A 
very important one, however, is to apply 
a piece of" fticking-plafter fpread on fome 
bright^dtoiired filk, in fuch-a pofition, 
.tithef on the temple, or the, nqfe, agree- 
• ably 
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ably to the fide on which the eye is dis- 
torted, as may draw it the contrary way. 
In order to keep up this attraction, the 
colour of the filk ought to be varied from 
time to time, as well as its Situation; 
placing it a little higher, or lower, both 
for the fake of change, that the flcin may 
not be fretted, as ■ well as to anfwer any 
other end, that a due obfervation on its 
effects may point out. Befides this, the 
child ought always to be placed with that 
fide towards the light from which the 
eye is diftorted ; and for the like rcafon, 
its parents, nurfe, play-things, and every 
other objeet that can attract its notice, 
mould as conftantly as polfible be on the 
fame fide, that the child may have every 
inducement its age and circumfiances wilt 
allow, to draw the eye the right way, 
and by early habit, counteract a mufcu- 
lar action that is not yet become perma- 
nent. 

Another method more proper for older 

children, is covering the eyes with ogles, 

which are glafles fixed in a little cafe, 

fuch 
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fuch m many people wear when they ridt 
on horfe-back. They mull be fo placed, 
that the child can fee no object but by 
turning the eyes to the fides from which 
they are distorted. Or. an opake cover- 
ing of a fimilar form may be worn, with 
only a very fmall aperture in the center, 
by which the child will be obliged to 
look ftrait forward. It is fcarcely necef- 
iary to add, that thefe contrivances mull 
be worn conftantly, till the bad habit 
(hall be overcome. 

, Where the caft is confined to one eye, 
ir has been recommended to cover tho 
other: whereby the infant will in a little 
time acquire the habit of directing the 
affected one more properly. After this, 
the found eye . fhdi*k) be gradually un-? 
covered, fo -as to admit the light by de*. 
grees. The- child, it is faid, will by this 
means very foort be enabled to direct both; 
eyes properly to the fame object. ; 

: To this end likewise, i'ach children 
4pay be made to look at their own eyes 
in a mirror for a few minutes, fevera^ 
times, 
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timet in a day ; bat with the precaution 
that each eye be directed to that which, 
Correfponds with it in the glafs ; con- 
triving, fomewife, to render this remedy 
a kind of atnufement. I- {hall only add 
on this head, that children who are in- 
clined to fquint ought not to be cx- 
pofed to a very ftrong light, nor learn to 
read very young. 

Infants are liable, indeed, 'to innumer- 
able blcmifliea ; but as I mean to (rear 
Only of fuch as call for medical attention, 
and admit of fome remedy, I fhall men-; 
tion only two or three more, which arc 
very 'common, and with them dole what 
I have to lay on their Complaints. 



Vari and Valgi. 

■JL hbsi are distortions of the feet, and 
differ only with refpecl to the fide to 
which the foot ia. turned ; in the former, 
the foles of the feet being turned inwards, 
and 
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and in the latter outwards : the curative? 

intention ia therefore alike in both. The- 
complaint ia fometimes very trifling, and 
feems to have been owing only to force 
cramped pofition of the feet in utero, and 
in that cafe, difappears before the end of 
the month. In other inftances, there i» 
evidently a contraction, if not accurtation 
of the tendons, which calls for considerable 
attention. The remedy, however, is ob- 
Wous enough^ and frequently confifts only 
in the proper application. of a roller and 
paftebctard fplints, fo as gradually to bring 
the foot to its natural pofition ; and in 
proportion as it inclines thereto, increas- 
ing the force and tightning the. roller, 
every two or three days. 

There is alfo another very common 
diftortion of the feet, in which they 
are turned upward towards the inftep: 
but the mode of treatment is alike in 
them, aH, and the' cure'. will ufually be 
effected in a reafonafcde timc-^-The Jikb 
eafy means, therefore, will generally be 
fuflic-icnt to remedy a contraction of the 
joints 
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joints of the fingers, and various awk- 
'ward politions of the toes, with which 
fome infants come into the world. 

All thefe complaints may, nevertheleft, 
be'fometimes more considerable, and in 
' fuch cafe, efpecially If negleded for many* 
months, or even years, as they fometima 
are, require the affiftance' of fome fteel 
ihltrument, or irons, (as they are called) 
which : are properly contrived for thefe 
apd other distortions,, as of the knees, &c- 
by Mejfrs. Bowley, Sheldrake, and other 
trufs-makers ; who feldom fail of bring- 
ing the parts into a more natural form, 
even in the wotft cafes, whenever the 
complaint may be thought worthy of the 
time andattention that' may be required. 
But a lefs troublefome contrivan«e, and 
therefore better adapted to fome country 
places, is a flioe made of tin, and lined 
with leather, as invented by Mr. White 
of Mancbejler. This mud be well adapted 
to the foot, and a part of the. leg. and be 
properly fecured by firings. 

Otum. 
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Other imperfections might be noticed, 
either remediable, by obvious means, to 
be adapted,, according to particular cir- 
cumftanccs, by the perfons attending ; or 
.fuch as happily -remedy themf'elves in a 

. little time. Among the former, I (hall, 
however, mention one that occurred lately, 
which being new to other, gentlemen who 
were confulted as well as myfelf, its 
favourable termination afforded peculiar 
fatisfaction. 

The fubject of this, befides a flight de- 
gree of .varus in one foot, had a contrac- 
tion of the leg and thigh on that fide; 
fo that the heel and foot were drawn back 
towards the nates, and the knee to the 
abdomen. Jn .this petition the infant 
feemed to be eafy, but to fuffer great pain 

. when the limbs were forced into the fame 
extended pofition with the others : for it 
never ftretched them out itfelf for up- 
wards of three weeks. Two or three cpn- 

.fultations were held during the month, 

and it was thought by one gentleman, 

that the glutaei mufcles were a little fwpi- 

len ; 
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Ien; but this fulnefs was nor very evi- 
dent. Oily embrocations, a blifter, leeches, 
and the femicupium were had recourfe 
to, of which the two latter were probably 
the moftufefulf but it was not until they 
had been feveral times employed, that the 
infant was obferved to ftraiten the limb, 
and at firfr, only now and then; but a 
few ; days afterwards it moved it as frceh/ 
as the other. ' 



AS a matter of curiofity and novelty to 
the young reader, I fliall clofe this part of 
my fubjeci with briefly noticing certain 
peculiarities refpecting the eyes and hair ; 
fome of which have likewife been laid 
to the charge of the imagination. Hair, for 
inftance, of an unufually light colour, has 
at the age of three or four years, changed 
in a fhort time to a very dark brown ; and / 
the child in confequence, not been recog- 
nifed by thofe who had not fecn- it for 
feveral months- Accounts of a fimiiar 
change in the colour of the eyes, are, I be- 
lieve. 
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lieve, not well founded; at leaft, I have 
never noticed it myfelf, nor heard of fuch 
a change upon good authority'; though 
the eyes of infants fometimes become a 
little darker, than they have been thought 
to be at the birth. But there are inftances 
of infants born with the eyes of different 
colours, as well as the hair on the head ; 
and in both, the colour is permanent. 
Sometimes, only one lock of hair has 
varied from the reft ; but I have feen two 
inftances of the one half being red, (as it 
is termed) and the other half, in one in- 
fiance, black, and in the other, white. 
In the latter, the white part was exceed- 
ingly bright, foft, and of a filky texture, 
unlike that of hair, but feeling like un- 
drefled, or raw filk, and no wife differing 
from that of the Albino f of which like- 
wife, 

* As a matter of like curiofity may he added a brief 

account of the Albino. 

Tbij name is given by the Italians to children whofe 

Leads are covered with a peculiar white hair of a very 

foft texture ; not uncommonly met with about the 

Italian fide of the Mjti, aniHikewife in S-tutburland. . 

The 
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wife, I have known two inftances in this 
country, and children of the fame parents j 
who had the one, brown, and the other, 
black hair. 



The hair is whiter than that of any old people, or 
of any quadruped, as well as much foftcr; it, indeed, 
refcmbles iilk more than hair, and retains this texture 
through life. What is further remarkable is, that all 
children born with this kind of hair have eyes of as 
Angular 3 colour, and that is, a pale red, or pink, 
which extends as well to the pupil, as over the iris. 
It may be remarked, by way of analogy, that fome 
quadrupeds amongft us, of a breed originally foreign, 
whofe hair is perfecUy white, have always eyes either 
of a fine blue, or of a pink colour; but in the Albino 
they are always red, which like the hair, it fubjeft 
to no change. 



The End of thb Diseases, 
and op vol. ii. 
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